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A  WORD  BEFORE 


For  the  first  time  there  is  a  war  which  involves 
virtually  the  whole  world.  It  is  not  a  war  of  rivalry 
between  nations,  but  a  war  between  world  society 
and  a  tribe.  It  is  unlike  any  other  war  the  world  has 
known.  It  has  an  aim  and  mission  no  other  war  has 
had.  Its  achievement  is  to  transcend  the  achievement 
of  any  other  war.  It  has  brought  into  play  forces 
which  were  not  present  in  any  other  war.  Some  of 
these  forces  are  almost  infinitely  more  potent  than  the 
old  forces  of  physical  combat.  This  war  cannot  end 
as  other  wars  have  ended.  When  the  end  comes,  these 
new  forces,  not  the  old,  must  bring  it. 

The  stake  in  this  war  is  the  type  of  civilisation 
the  world  is  to  have  hereafter.  If  the  tribe  could 
have  won,  the  type  would  have  reverted  far  toward 
barbarism,  the  world  would  have  Gone  Backward. 
The  tribe  cannot  win,  it  has  already  lost.  Now  the 
great  question  is,  Shall  the  triumph  of  society  lift 
Civilisation  to  a  new  and  higher  level,  0£ leave  it  where 
it  was  before?  Shall  the  world  Go  Forward,  or 
Stand  Still? 

It  is  not  enough  to  win  the  war — it  is  already  won 
— the  all-important  thing  is  the  meaning  of  the  victory. 
It  is  not  enough  to  compel  the  tribe  to  submit  to  the 
will  of  the  world — that  it  must  do  so  is  sure — but 
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What  is  the  will  of  the  world?   How  is  that  will  to 

be  worked ? 

This  is  a  declaration  that  the  world's  triumph  over 
the  tribe  should  be  followed  by  an  even  more  memor- 
able triumph — a  triumph  over  itself,  the  world's  will 
should  command  a  Peace  which  transforms  the  world 
and  ushers  in  a  far  higher  type  of  civilisation ;  that  the 
great  achievement  of  the  war  is  its  showing  man  he 
has  no  further  use  for  war  or  any  part  of  the  old  war 
system,  and  its  showing  him  how  he  may  be  rid  of  it 
and  what  he  may  put  in  its  place;  that  the  time  has 
come  to  end  forever  the  rule  of  the  tyrant  World  War 
and  enthrone  the  World's  Work  as  master  of  human 
destinies ; — 

That  there  is  only  one  Solution  of  the  problem  of 
the  world's  future,  the  only  one  because  the  one  which 
organic  law  has  decreed ;  thus  decreed,  it  is  inevitable, 
the  only  question  is  when  it  shall  come,  through  this 
war,  or  the  next  war.  To-day  Opportunity  knocks 
appealingly  at  the  world's  door;  if  the  door  be  not 
opened  she  may  not  soon  call  again,  if  it  open  now 
a  next  war  will  never  be ; — 

That  nature  working  through  the  patient  and  irre- 
sistible processes  of  the  law  has  not  only  provided 
this  one  inevitable  Solution,  but  has  placed  at  the  hand 
of  the  world's  masterful  peoples  a  Force  Supreme 
with  which  they  may  remove  all  obstacles  from  its 
path,  quickly  end  the  now  futile  revolt  of  the  tribe, 
dictate  the  peace,  bring  at  once  the  New  and  better 
World;  that  responsibility  for  a  solution  rests  upon 
these  peoples,  to  meet  it  they  must  recognise  and 
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understand  the  power  of  mastery  which  nature  has 
conferred  upon  them  and  proceed  at  once  to  use  it  like 
a  master; — 

That  the  processes  of  the  law  working  upon  human 
propensities  have  created  a  world  in  which  the  old 
system  of  national  antagonisms  and  militarism  out  cf 
which  this  war  came  is  antiquated,  unnatural,  mon- 
strous, and  in  which  a  new  and  vastly  superior  system 
of  internationalism,  in  harmony  with  the  realities  of 
modern  life,  is  immediately  practicable;  that  the  sub- 
stitution of  this  superior  system  of  to-day  for  the 
inferior  system  of  yesterday  must  be  the  means  of 
ending  this  war;  that  any  settlement  in  the  old  terms 
of  physical  force  alone  will  be  a  compromise  and 
makeshift  because  it  perpetuates  the  old  system;  that 
the  only  outcome  which  will  not  be  a  compromise  and 
makeshift  is  one  which  destroys  the  old  system  and 
sets  up  the  new  system  in  its  place; 

That  the  great  crime  is  a  great  fiasco,  it  is  not  with 
the  crime  itself  but  with  its  consequences  the  world  is 
now  dealing;  the  tribe  that  made  the  crime  is  crushed 
by  the  weight  of  the  world's  condemnation,  its  future 
is  at  the  mercy  of  the  society  of  which  it  was  once  a 
part  and  to  which  it  must  be  readmitted  or  perish; 
the  world  may  name  the  conditions  of  such  readmis- 
sion,  and  to  these  the  tribe  must  yield;  the  reactions 
to  the  crime  enable  the  superior  peoples  who  lead  our 
modern  civilisation  to  go  ahead  at  once  and  make 
their  world  the  sort  of  world  they  want  it  to  he; 

That  if  the  master-peoples  will  thus  proceed  to  make 
the  achievement  of  the  war  the  New  World  which 
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organic  law  decrees  must  sometime  come,  that  will  give 
adequate  compensation  for  the  costs  of  the  war,  the 
war  will  be  a  great  success,  otherwise  will  be  a  great 
failure;  that  to  bring  this  New  World  it  is  not  alone 
the  tribe  that  must  be  tnade  over,  but  the  world  itself; 
it  is  not  a  question  of  autocracy  in  one  nation,  but  of 
the  system  which  dominates  the  future  of  all  nations; 
it  is  not  a  question  simply  of  destroying  Prussian  mili- 
tarism, but  of  destroying  all  militarism  and  erecting 
a  rule  of  modern  reality  in  place  of  that  barbaric 
fetich;  and  nothing  but  the  evolution  of  such  a  New 
World  in  harmony  with  natural  law  can  give  the  na- 
tions the  safe  and  sure  guarantee  of  German  good 
faith  and  good  neighbourship  which  are  indispensable 
to  the  world's  future  peace  and  tranquillity. 

An  effort  to  read  and  interpret  the  decree  of  organic 
law  and  shape  it  into  a  Programme  of  Peace,  Power 
and  Progress  is  here  made.  The  performance  is  far 
from  perfect.  For  what  it  is,  for  what  it  may  be 
worth,  little  or  much,  it  is  offered  in  suggestiveness 
and  the  hope  of  helpfulness  to  the  wiser  men  who  sit 
in  the  seats  of  the  mighty.  Theirs  is  the  direct  re- 
sponsibility. 

But  the  responsibility  is  not  theirs  alone,  it  is  shared 
by  the  humblest  citizen  of  the  world.  He  who 
through  much  concentration  in  his  quiet  corner  has  led 
himself  to  believe  he  perceives  that  which  may  to  some 
slight  extent  lighten  the  task  of  the  world's  servants 
in  this  great  crisis,  has  not  only  the  right  to  offer  it, 
but  the  loyal  duty.    He  may  do  so  without  presump- 
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tion.  He  may  do  it  with  earnestness,  confidence, 
frankness,  for  these  and  all  his  imperfections  of  man- 
ner are  as  nothing  if  his  matter  throws  even  a  few 
rays  of  guiding  light  upon  the  world's  way  out  of 
the  wilderness. 

August  10,  1918. 



Events  have  marched  with  dramatic  swiftness  since 
the  foregoing  and  the  chapters  hereinafter  were  writ- 
ten while  the  war  was  raging  at  the  height  of  its  fury. 
As  this  volume  was  going  to  press  that  which  long  had 
been  inevitable  suddenly  came  to  pass — the  criminal 
tribe  collapsed  and  sued  for  peace. 

The  Problem  of  the  Peace  is  the  supreme  problem 
before  the  world;  involved  in  it  is  the  future  of  the 
race;  its  solution  is  to  determine  whether  the  war  is 
really  won.  This  little  book,  designed  to  help  show 
the  practicable  road  to  a  better  future  and  a  really 
great  victory,  is  now  more  than  ever  pertinent.  If  it 
have  any  value,  that  value  is  now  the  greater  because 
immediately  available;  if  it  gives  a  little  light,  it  is 
light  upon  the  great  question  of  the  hour. 

Germany  has  been  conquered  ever  since  the  crime 
failed  of  its  objective  in  the  first  onslaught  of  physical 
force.  Since  then  the  reactions  to  the  crime  have  been 
slowly  cumulating,  the  processes  of  the  law  have  been 
patiently  at  work  among  the  tribesmen  as  well  as 
among  other  peoples,  the  hour  of  reckoning  has  grad- 
ually approached,  the  will  of  the  criminals  has  little 
by  little  broken  before  the  world's  splendid  wall  of 
military  defence  and  in  the  presence  of  that  other  and 
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greater  and  more  ominous  wall — the  world's  mastery 
of  the  future  of  the  criminal  nation.  Germany,  the 
only  invader  and  the  uninvaded,  is  vanquished  and 
humbled ;  the  invaded  and  uninvading  are  the  con- 
querors; Militarism  has  committed  suicide;  the  Force 
Supreme  must  henceforth  rule  the  world. 

The  Law  of  Association,  the  social  law  of  gravita- 
tion, has  re-established  its  dominion  over  the  human 
race.  It  asks  only  that  the  world's  great  men  who  are 
to  meet  and  make  the  Great  Peace  shall  recognize  its 
supremacy  and  set  it  up  now  so  surely  and  firmly,  with 
such  potent  weapons  of  restraint  and  control  in  its 
hands,  that  never  again  shall  it  be  compelled  to  wade 
through  rivers  of  blood  and  morasses  of  misery  to  get 
its  feet  once  more  upon  solid  ground. 

November  15,  1918. 
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CHAPTER  I 

THE  SUN  IN  THE  SKY 

THE  World  Problem  is  solved.  It  has  solved  itself. 
The  Solution  is  complete  and  final.  It  is  the  solu- 
tion which  natural  law  commands,  and  therefore  in- 
evitable. It  is  complete  and  final  because  the  vastness 
of  the  Error  which  made  the  problem  reacts  in  the 
dimensions  and  universality  of  the  Correction — be- 
cause earthquakes  do  not  bring  forth  mere  molehills. 

It  is  a  Solution  which  admits  no  compromise,  no 
weakness,  no  truce,  no  postponement.  It  settles  all, 
and  settles  it  now.  It  does  not  stop  with  making  the 
world  a  little  better  for  a  little  time— it  creates  a  New 
World  from  which  this  one  great  plague  is  forever 
banished  and  in  which  the  energies  of  the  race  are 
freed  for  solution  of  the  other  problems  of  progress 
ever  pressing  upon  them. 

It  is  a  solution  which  lies  at  the  hands  of  the  nations 
fighting  for  a  free  world.  They  may  use  it  at  once 
and  need  never  fight  again.  With  it  this  war  will  bring 
the  utter  destruction  of  the  evil  thing  against  which 
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weight,'-.  The;  .end  of  this  ,  war  will  mark  the  end 
of  the  "whole  system  of :  national  antagonisms  out  of 
which  wars  leap  and  which  is  a  curse  and  disgrace  to 
our  modern  civilisation.  In  the  place  of  that  monstrous 
survival  from  a  barbaric  age  it  will  erect  a  system 
rational,  natural,  woven  of  the  realities  of  life  in  our 
day. 

The  human  race  will  no  longer  be  tyrannised  by  the 
worst  of  its  past,  it  will  be  ruled  by  the  best  of  its 
present,  be  enabled  to  advance  more  rapidly  toward 
its  ideals  of  the  future. 

It  is  not  a  solution  by  theory,  device,  experiment, 
invention,  scheme,  not  by  effort  to  make  a  millennium 
with  legerdemain;  but  it  is  a  solution  based  upon 
things  as  they  are,  upon  the  organic  laws  which 
have  brought  about  these  things  and  which  control  all 
change  and  progress  among  them. 

It  is  a  solution  which  proceeds  at  once  to  take 
advantage  of  the  unprecedented  opportunity  this  war 
has  created  to  make  this  world  the  sort  of  world  these 
laws  decree  it  must  finally  be. 

The  Solution  is  here.  It  is  the  one  great  overwhelm- 
ing fact  in  all  the  maze  of  crime,  error,  madness,  con- 
tradictions, doubts.  It  is  the  one  dominant  certitude 
in  a  mass  of  pitiful  uncertainties.  It  is  the  one  great 
truth  so  conspicuously  obvious  the  world  has  not  yet 
been  able  to  see  it. 

It  is  only  necessary  for  the  people  of  the  world  to 
stop  seeing  red,  then  they  will  see  this. 

The  Solution  stands  like  a  sun  in  the  sky  of  a 
stormy  world.    The  peoples  could  have  seen  it  long 
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ago  were  they  not  so  occupied  with  fabricating  the 
sulphurous  smoke  and  lethal  fumes  with  which  to  blind 
and  madden  one  another.  When  the  evanescent  battle- 
clouds  cease  darkening  the  air  this  sun  will  be  seen 
by  all  men,  it  will  flood  the  earth  with  light  and  cheer. 

When  that  shall  come  depends  upon  the  leaders  and 
spokesmen  of  the  peoples.  It  should  be  soon.  Four 
years  of  cave-man  means  of  settling  twentieth-century 
problems  seem  quite  enough.  And  in  the  shadowed 
world  there  are  hundreds  of  millions  of  people  who 
yearn  for  a  bit  of  natural  sunshine  and  another  glimpse 
of  serene  blue  sky  overhead. 


CHAPTER  II 


THE  LAW  THAT  REIGNS  ETERNAL 

THE  Problem  has  solved  itself  because  the  one 
solution  was  from  the  beginning  decreed  by  a  power 
infinitely  superior  to  the  will,  the  passions,  energies, 
errors,  crimes,  blunders,  of  the  race  of  men. 

Organic  law  reigns  over  all  the  world  and  every- 
thing in  it.  It  rules  all  matter  and  motion  and  change. 
It  controls  all  peoples  and  all  their  activities  and  con- 
tacts. In  the  physical  world  we  may  call  its  chief 
manifestation  the  law  of  attraction  or  of  gravitation. 
In  the  social  world  we  may  call  it  the  law  of  asso- 
ciation. Nothing  can  exist  without  conformance  to 
the  one;  no  social  unit,  individual  or  collective,  hum- 
blest man  or  greatest  nation,  can  exist  without  con- 
formance to  the  other. 

This  fundamental  law  of  association,  the  social  law 
of  gravitation,  may  be  defied  or  violated,  for  a  time 
it  may  be  brushed  aside,  it  may  seem  dead  or  impo- 
tent. But  it  always  lives,  is  always  functioning.  When 
apparently  dormant  it  is  at  work  through  the  very  acts 
which  presume  to  defy  it.  Disobedience  and  revolt 
are  the  instruments  with  which  it  augments  its  power. 
For  when  the  hour  of  reckoning  comes,  as  it  always 
comes,  then  is  shown  how  puny,  weak,  vain  are  all 
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such  resistances.  Then  comes  the  reaction  in  a  con- 
formance more  nearly  perfect,  universal,  than  before. 
This  is  the  process  of  evolution,  of  progress,  an  unend- 
ing series  of  reversions  and  of  rebounds  further  on,  a 
net  forward  march  toward  a  perfection  ever  sought 
but  never  reached. 

So  wise  above  the  wisdom  of  men,  so  unerring,  in- 
fallible, supreme,  is  the  organic  law  which  thus  or- 
dains, it  moves  in  such  mysterious  ways  its  wonders 
to  perform,  one  has  not  the  heart  or  time  to  dispute 
with  those  who  wish  to  call  it  by  a  more  reverent 
name  than  law  and  prostrate  themselves  devoutly  be- 
fore it. 

The  organic  law  which  rules  and  moulds  the  world 
of  human  society  has  not  abdicated  in  the  presence  of 
this  colossal  crime  against  itself  and  against  the  civili- 
sation which  is  its  handiwork.  It  still  reigns,  even  if 
for  the  moment  unseen.  It  is  about  to  reveal  and  re- 
assert itself,  resume  dominion,  issue  its  decrees.  It 
will  restore  the  equilibrium  of  reason  in  an  anger- 
driven  world.  It  will  fix  its  penalties  upon  the  of- 
fenders. It  will  prescribe  the  compensations  of  prog- 
ress befitting  the  costs  of  the  mightiest  revolt  it  has 
ever  dealt  with. 

The  hour  of  reckoning  is  at  hand. 


CHAPTER  III 


THE  CRIME  AND  THE  LAW'S  PENALTY 

IN  the  midst  of  the  world  community  lives  a  crim- 
inal nation.  It  is  the  enemy  of  the  human  race.  The 
world's  Problem  is  what  to  do  with  it. 

This  tribe  of  slaves  driven  by  criminal  masters  is 
not  only  casually  criminal,  it  is  habitually  criminal. 

It  not  only  committed  the  crime  of  making  this  war 
— the  greatest,  blackest  crime  of  all  time — but  it  now 
continues  the  war  to  keep  in  power  the  men  who  or- 
dered that  crime  and  to  gather  strength  and  resources 
with  which  they  may  do  a  perhaps  greater  crime  in 
future. 

It  is  not  only  the  enemy  of  mankind  to-day,  but  it 
means  to  be  enemy  to-morrow.  It  is  not  alone 
an  occasional  enemy,  it  is  an  organised  enmity,  it 
lives  in  and  for  enmity  and  crime,  it  is  so  constituted 
it  does  not  know  it  is  criminal  but  believes  its  criminal- 
ity is  the  mark  of  its  superiority  to  the  remainder  of 
the  race,  that  it  is  not  itself  that  is  criminal  but  the 
perverse  majority  which  resists  it. 

There  are  many  possible  makeshifts,  evasions,  truces, 
but  there  are  only  two  possible  solutions  of  this  Prob- 
lem : 

First — This  nation  must  stop  being  criminal,  cease 
to  be  enemy  to  the  world;  or 
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Second — It  must  cease  to  exist  in  the  world. 

Between  these  two  there  is  no  half-way,  no  possible 
point  of  compromise.  If  it  is  not  one  of  these,  it  is 
not  a  solution.  If  this  criminal  tribe  does  not  cease 
to  be  criminal,  or  perish,  civilisation  must  cease  to  be 
worthy  to  live  and  itself  end  in  a  revival  of  barbarism. 

The  world  cannot,  will  not,  go  on  indefinitely  with 
this  enemy  in  its  midst,  with  this  menace  hanging 
darkly  over  it,  with  this  formidable  band  of  interna- 
tional highwaymen  lurking  armed,  ferocious,  vora- 
cious, in  the  shadows. 

If  the  tribe  is  to  live  as  part  of  the  world,  as  neigh- 
bour in  a  community  of  nations,  it  must  be  fit  and  safe 
to  live  with.  It  must  conform  to  community  stand- 
ards, obey  community  laws,  be  subject  to  community 
restraint.  If  it  will  not  do  this,  if  it  will  not  make 
itself  fit  to  be  part  of  the  world,  it  must  be  cast  out 
from  the  world.  If  it  cannot  live  in  the  world  it  can- 
not live  at  all. 

These  are  the  alternatives  decreed  by  organic  law. 
And  the  practical,  pressing  question  before  the  world 
is,  Which  is  it  to  be,  and  When? 

Is  the  German  nation  to  stop  being  criminal,  enemy 
of  the  world,  or  is  it  to  cease  to  exist  with  strength 
enough  to  make  its  criminality  and  its  enmity  a  world 
menace?  And  when  and  how  is  this  determination  to 
be  brought  about? 

The  answer  is  plain.  It  is  fixed  in  the  nature  of 
man,  it  is  found  in  his  instinct  to  life,  it  is  beyond  all 
reasonable  doubt. 

It  is  beyond  doubt  unless,  first,  the  world  community 
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is  impotent  to  protect  itself  and  preserve  its  civilisa- 
tion, or,  second,  unless  all  sanity  has  disappeared  from 
the  tribe  and  an  incurable  suicidal  mania  has  settled 
down  upon  masters  and  slaves  alike. 

Rejecting  these  contingencies  as  impossible,  the 
answer  is : 

As  to  the  alternatives — Germany  must  stop  being 
criminal,  and  live; 

As  to  the  time  of  determination  of  this — That  should 
be  at  once. 


CHAPTER  IV 


THE  LAW  WHICH  DECREES  THE  SOLUTION 

THE  Solution  should  come  now  because  the  great 
crime  has  beaten  itself  into  a  hopeless  futility  against 
the  heroic  resistance  of  the  armies  of  civilisation, 
because  the  impediments  to  the  inevitable  have  been 
removed,  because  the  hour  has  come  when  world  soci- 
ety should  realise  that  it  is  at  once  the  creature  and  the 
instrument  of  the  law  of  gravitation  in  human  affairs 
and  that  with  this  law  in  hand  its  first  and  foremost 
business  is  to  be  Master  of  itself,  its  future,  and  of 
all  its  component  parts. 

The  law  of  association,  the  social  law  of  gravi- 
tation, is  as  old  as  the  hills ;  it  has  been  operating  ever 
since  society  took  on  its  first  rude  form  in  the  caves 
and  huts  of  long  ago;  it  was  known  to  primitive 
man  and  his  brute  contemporaries  but  a  half-step  below 
him  in  the  scale  of  intelligence;  it  has  been  applied  by 
all  society  through  all  the  ages  of  slow  advancement; 
it  has  made  and  shaped  the  civilisation  which  has  now 
been  threatened  through  its  violation. 

And  yet,  when  summoned  forth  to  meet  this  unpre- 
cedented social  crisis,  to  many  minds  it  appears  as 
something  new,  untried,  experimental. 

The  fundamental  law  to  which  our  reeling  world 
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must  now  have  recourse  for  restoration  of  equilibrium 
is  not  only  old,  it  is  simple : 

The  right  to  associate,  or  not  to  associate,  is  inher- 
ent, like  the  right  to  life,  to  air,  to  light;  its  voluntary 
exercise  is  the  base  of  human  freedom,  a  compelled  as- 
sociation is  human  slavery. 

Association  is  only  to  serve  interest  or  pleasure; 
the  advantages  must  be  reciprocal;  fair  play  is  the 
universally  implied  contract,  the  essence  of  all  associa- 
tion; when  it  stops,  association  stops. 

Association  means  co-operation :  The  mutual  mak- 
ing of  rules  of  conduct  governing  contacts  within 
the  circle  of  association;  conformance  to  such  rules 
within  every  such  circle  the  first  of  rules;  play  fair  or 
play  not  the  first  and  master  law;  units  within  every 
such  circle  may  compete  but  not  coerce;  association 
and  antagonism  are  incompatible. 

Every  circle  of  contacts  is  a  social  community;  it 
is  a  natural  organism;  like  physical  organisms,  and 
obedient  to  the  same  laws  of  self-preservation,  it  will 
not  tolerate  enemies  within  itself;  inimical,  non-con- 
forming parts  are  disharmonies  which  must  be  re- 
moved; they  are  denied  the  benefit  of  full  association 
with  the  mass,  refused  sustenance,  suffer  atrophy,  de- 
cay, and  finally  a  casting  off. 

Hence,  within  every  social  organism,  every  circle  of 
contacts,  the  natural,  indispensable  power  of  restraint, 
regulation,  enforcement  of  conformance  to  established 
standards,  is  the  right  and  power  of  society  to  cast  out 
offenders,  deny  them  the  privileges  and  opportunities 
to  gain  sustenance  and  well-being  which  society  has 
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created  and  which  it  maintains  and  controls  for  its  own 
good,  giving  them  freely  to  all  who  conform  and 
thereby  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  the  organism, 
taking  them  away  from  all  who  through  revolt  indict 
injury  upon  the  organism. 

Through  these  her  universal  decrees  and  processes 
nature  establishes  the  social  law  of  natural  selection: 

In  an  efficient,  self-preserving  social  organism,  mem- 
bers or  units  refusing  conformance  to  established  stand- 
ards of  the  mass  of  which  they  are  part,  fail  to  adapt 
themselves  to  their  environment  and  suffer  the  penalty 
of  exclusion  and  decay. 

Social  organisms  which  are  impotent  to  use  these 
instrumentalities  for  compelling  the  conformance  or 
exclusion  of  non-conforming  parts,  lack  the  inherent 
power  of  self-preservation,  disintegrate,  give  way  to 
a  superior  type  possessing  that  power. 

This  is  the  struggle  for  survival  of  the  fittest  that 
has  come  to  an  acute  crisis  in  this  world  war.  It 
is  not  only  the  rebellious  unit,  the  enemy  within  the 
organism,  that  must  conform  to  the  law,  but  the  world 
itself.  And  the  world  must  first  conform  before  it  is 
prepared  to  compel  the  conformance  of  the  other. 

Our  civilisation  is  a  social  organism.  It  is  the  all- 
inclusive  circle  of  contacts.  It  is  the  world  commun- 
ity, embracing  all  other  communities.  It  must  be  or- 
ganised to  function,  consciously,  effectively,  as  what 
it  is.  It  must  apply  the  law  of  association  throughout 
this  whole  area  of  association.  Its  war  is  not  against 
another  organism,  but  against  a  revolting  part  of  itself. 
It  must  be  master  over  that  part,  or  cast  it  out. 


CHAPTER  V 


THE  MASTER  MUST  AWAKE  AND  BE  MASTER 

HERE  is  the  grant  of  power  from  organic  law  to 
civilisation,  the  supreme  instrument  of  self -protection, 
self-preservation,  the  means  of  mastery  over  the  enemy 
in  its  midst.  It  is  a  power  which  all  other  society 
has  used,  effectively,  habitually,  it  has  been  tried  and 
tested  through  the  centuries  and  found  good,  world 
society  must  use  it. 

The  power  carries  with  it  responsibility,  one  being 
as  great  and  far-reaching  as  the  other.  It  is  a  respon- 
sibility not  only  to  the  people  now  living,  but  to  pos- 
terity. It  is  a  responsibility  to  all  the  world — not 
alone  to  the  part  which  is  engaged  in  suppressing  the 
revolt  but  in  the  highest  sense  to  the  wretched  peo- 
ples who  have  been  driven  or  duped  into  the  revolt. 

It  is  the  duty  of  Civilisation,  majestic  in  its  sweep 
of  power  in  space  and  time,  to  solve  not  only  the 
problem  of  the  moral  and  superior  majority,  but  the 
problem  of  the  erring,  criminal,  obsessed  minority. 
With  those  peoples  the  world  must  live  under  some 
sort  of  social  and  political  conditions.  It  is  the  world's 
duty  to  prescribe  these  conditions,  create  them,  then 
compel  the  tribe  to  conform  to  them,  to  be  fit  to  live 
with,  whether  they  do  or  do  not  at  this  moment  wish 
to  do  so. 
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World  society  should  stop  regarding  these  tribes- 
men as  members  of  another  social  organism,  therefore 
as  equals,  rivals,  enemies  or  normal  social  entities 
which  can  be  dealt  with  from  the  standpoint  of  their 
voluntary  will  or  initiative;  and  instead  treat  them  in 
their  true  character  of  a  collective  defective,  a  group 
of  incompetents  or  degenerates  within  our  own  organ- 
ism, subject  to  the  will  of  our  organism  and  to  the 
law  which  governs  it. 

The  world  should  wait  no  longer  for  a  sane  and 
adequate  solution  to  come  from  the  tribe  of  political 
serfs  who  do  their  thinking,  as  they  do  all  things,  under 
the  lash ;  should  wait  no  longer  for  rational  construc- 
tiveness  to  come  from  the  masters  whose  moral  stand- 
ards and  mental  processes  are  under  the  blight  of  a 
criminal  mania.  If  they  were  wise  enough  to  solve 
the  problem  they  would  have  been  wise  enough  not  to 
make  it. 

These  dark-minded,  driven,  deceived,  dazed  tribes- 
men are  on  the  way  to  destruction.  Moral  and  mental 
incompetents,  millions  of  them  more  sinned  against 
than  sinning,  a  herd  led  by  desperate  adventurers  them- 
selves half  mad,  they  know  not  which  way  to  turn  to 
be  saved.  World  society  should  show  them  the  way, 
set  their  feet  upon  it,  give  them  chance  through  a 
period  of  probation  to  regain  reason  and  earn  rehabili- 
tation through  worthiness — save  them  from  them- 
selves. 

Civilisation,  serene  in  the  consciousness  of  its  power, 
its  superiority  in  mass,  weight,  quality,  material  re- 
sources, above  all  in  the  invincible  moral  power  aris- 
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ing  from  adherence  to  natural  law,  must  itself  find 
the  way  to  world  restoration  and  normality,  and  as 
Master  issue  its  Ultimatum  to  the  tribe : 

"This  is  the  only  way,  this  is  the  way  it  is  to  be, 
you  must  take  this  way,  it  is  the  only  way  that  will 
give  you  life." 

Long  have  we  had  the  spectacle  of  a  great  civilised 
world,  centuries  of  cultural  progress  behind  it,  proud 
of  its  achievements  and  of  its  godlike  mastery  over 
the  elements,  nature  herself,  drifting  and  floundering 
and  cutting  one  another's  throats  in  the  morass  of 
militarism.  No  one  appears  to  know  a  way  out.  No 
one  offers  anything  better  than  filling  the  morass  with 
causeways  built  of  human  bodies.  The  insane  wait 
for  the  sane  to  point  the  way,  the  sane  wait  for  the 
insane. 

Naturally  developed,  well-ordered  society  never 
waits  for  degenerate  fragments  within  itself  to  find 
the  remedy  for  their  degeneracy;  it  finds  the  remedy 
and  applies  it.  Advanced  society  does  not  confine  its 
resistance  to  crime  to  the  weapons  and  methods  of 
the  criminals,  it  uses  its  own  superior  instruments  and 
powers. 

Society  neither  fights  nor  bargains  with  criminals  in 
its  midst  as  if  they  were  equals  in  character  and  status ; 
it  does  not  simply  engage  in  a  duel  with  them,  a  con- 
test of  striking  one  another  down,  it  tries  to  lift  them 
up;  it  does  not  negotiate  with  them,  it  dictates  to 
them ;  it  does  not  permit  them  voice  in  ordering  soci- 
ety's future,  it  commands  their  future. 

World  society  must  realize  to  the  full  its  responsi- 


MASTER  MUST  AWAKE  AND  BE  MASTEB  29 


bility  as  master,  meet  that  responsibility  by  being  Mas- 
ter. It  must  stop  drifting  and  take  to  going  some- 
where. It  must  not  fall  to  savage  level  because  it  is 
fighting  savages,  be  mad  because  they  are  mad.  It 
must  first  know  where  it  wishes  to  go,  how  it  is  to  get 
there,  how  it  is  to  stay  there  after  it  has  arrived. 
And  then  it  must  Go,  dragging  the  tribe  along  if  they 
will  come;  if  they  will  not  at  once  come,  leaving  them 
stranded,  outcast,  by  the  wayside  till  they  change  their 
minds.  When  society  does  this,  they  will  have  to 
come. 


CHAPTER  VI 


WHAT  SORT  OF  WORLD  ARE  WE  TO  HAVE? 

AFTER  four  years  of  conflict  an  intelligent  world 
must  know  what  it  is  trying  to  achieve,  the  prize 
for  which  it  fights,  not  in  mere  generalities,  not  in 
vague  phrases  which  may  mean  little  or  much  ac- 
cording as  they  are  interpreted  by  future  events,  but 
in  a  definite,  comprehensive,  practical  Plan.  The  world 
should  by  now  know  not  only  what  it  wants,  but  how 
it  is  to  get  what  it  wants. 

We  are  told  over  and  over  again  there  is  but  one 
aim — to  win  the  war,  to  defeat  Germany.  This  is  an 
aim  which  goes  without  the  saying.  Of  course  this 
is  the  objective,  of  course  Germany  must  be  and  is 
to  be  defeated.  No  sane  man  could  think  of  any  other 
outcome. 

But  when  victory  comes,  as  it  is  sure  to  come — it 
is  in  fact  already  here — what  is  it  to  bring  us,  what 
is  the  world's  will,  how  is  that  will  to  be  worked  out 
in  actualities? 

The  world's  true  aim  is  much  more  than  the  defeat 
of  Germany.  It  is  not  simply  a  question  of  military 
superiority,  ability  to  dictate  territorial  changes,  resti- 
tutions, to  impose  penances,  to  dispose  of  points  of 
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vantage  in  the  old  game  of  international  rivalries.  It 
is  almost  infinitely  greater  and  more  important  than 
that.  It  is  so  much  higher  the  mind  with  difficulty 
rises  to  it.  Aspiration  intuitively  ascends,  but  prac- 
ticalities linger  on  the  old,  low  level.  The  practical 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  ascent  are  so  great  many 
say  the  flight  is  only  a  dream,  a  vision,  which  can 
never  be  realised.  For  centuries  man  aspired  to  fly 
up  to  the  clouds  in  a  machine  of  his  own  fashioning. 
It  took  him  a  long  time  to  learn  how — but  he  learned 
at  last.  "Nothing  is  too  high  to  be  reached  or  too 
good  to  be  true." 

Now  man  seeks  answer  to  the  one  great,  overshad- 
owing question,  What  sort  of  world  are  we  to  have 
when  this  war  is  over? 

He  knows  the  success  or  failure  of  the  war  depends 
upon  the  answer.  Nothing  else  matters  much.  His 
intuitions,  his  hopes,  tell  him  what  the  answer  should 
be,  but  he  has  not  found  the  way  to  give  it  in  terms 
of  actual  achievement.  He  comes  much  nearer  to 
knowing  what  he  wants  than  he  does  to  knowing  how 
he  is  to  get  it.  And  the  time  has  come  when  he  should 
know  not  only  the  one  but  the  other. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  war  there  were  three  possi- 
ble outcomes : 

Going  Backward:  Success  of  the  German  plot 
would  have  hurled  the  world  back  two  centuries. 

Standing  Still:  A  peace  that  restores  the  world  as 
it  was,  the  old  system  intact,  militarism  re-enthroned 
as  master  of  civilisation. 

Going  Forward:   End  of  the  military  regime,  the 
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world  freed  from  that  tyranny  and  terror,  from  the 
waste  of  human  energy,  the  burden  of  armaments. 
What  is  the  situation  to-day  ? 

The  first  has  been  disposed  of.  It  is  settled  that  the 
crime  cannot  triumph,  the  tribe  cannot  conquer  the 
world,  drag  it  far  backward. 

Standing  Still  is  the  great,  the  imminent  danger. 

Going  Forward  is  the  only  Solution. 

Now  the  struggle  is  between  these  two — standing 
still  as  the  old  world  or  going  forward  to  a  new  world. 
Here  is  the  critical  issue.  Here  is  the  danger  that 
the  world  may  win  the  war  and  lose  the  peace.  Here 
is  the  great  problem  of  aims,  means,  ends;  here  the 
responsibility  of  world  society;  here  the  imperative 
need  of  a  Program  which  shall  achieve — 

NEVER  AGAIN  BY  GERMANY 
Plus 

An  Adequate  Guarantee  of  that  Never  Again 

So  that  the  world  may  move  forward  to 
NEVER  AGAIN  BY  ANYBODY. 

This  is  the  world's  great  objective.  It  is  the  dream, 
the  hope,  of  the  peoples.  This  is  what  the  peoples 
intuitively  believe  must  come,  the  only  thing  that  can 
make  the  war  worth  while.  And  they  look  to  their 
leaders  of  governments  to  find  the  way  to  make  it 
come. 

A  new  and  warless  world  is  the  imperious  command 
of  organic  law.  It  is  this  that  finds  expression  in  the 
aspirations  of  the  multitude — the  law  is  working  with- 
in them.  This  is  the  rebound  forward  the  law  demands 
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as  the  one  adequate  compensation  for  these  black  four 
years. 

The  governments  are  the  agents  of  the  peoples,  the 
organs  of  the  law.  It  is  through  them  the  law  must 
operate,  through  them  the  dreams  of  the  peoples  must 
come  true. 

No  man  should  for  a  moment  think  the  leaders  of 
our  governments  are  unmindful  of  the  great  responsi- 
bility that  rests  upon  them,  that  they  lack  earnestness, 
studiousness,  nor  even  that  their  energies  have  been 
so  absorbed  in  means  of  winning  the  war  they  have 
nothing  left  over  for  the  problems  of  the  victory. 

There  has  been  no  lack  of  unity  of  purpose  to  win 
the  war,  to  brook  no  compromise,  no  weak  peace.  But 
there  has  been  lack  of  unity  and  definiteness  as  to  what 
is  to  be  done  with  the  victory  when  it  comes,  how 
it  is  to  be  translated  into  the  actualities  of  the  new 
and  better  era.  And  this  lack  is  due  solely  to  the 
newness,  the  vastness,  the  complexity  of  the  problem. 

To  the  average  man  it  is  a  very  simple  thing :  Defeat 
Germany  on  the  battlefield  and  the  problem  is  solved, 
win  the  war  and  then  we  shall  have  peace  and  all  will 
be  well. 

But  the  greatest  leaders  of  free  peoples  this  war  has 
put  into  the  pages  of  history,  Woodrow  Wilson,  Lloyd 
George  and  Georges  Clemenceau,  know  better.  They 
know  the  real  problem  is  not  so  much  to  stop  this 
crime  as  it  is  to  destroy  the  system  out  of  which  the 
crime  leaped  and  from  which  another  may  come  if 
the  system  survives.  It  is  not  so  much  how  to  bring 
Germany  to  a  peace — she  hungers  for  peace — but  how 
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to  get  a  peace  worth  having,  how  to  get  from  Germany 
an  adequate  guarantee  that  she  will  stay  at  peace,  that 
all  the  world  will  not  have  to  be  eternally  on  its  guard 
against  her. 

If  Germany  were  to  surrender  to-morrow,  offer  to 
submit  to  all  conditions  imposed  by  the  allies,  there 
is  no  evidence  that  the  governments  would  know  what 
conditions  to  impose  that  would  make  sure  of  the  per- 
manent peace,  the  end  of  militarism,  the  only  outcome 
that  can  make  the  war  a  success  and  not  a  failure. 

"When  the  war  came,"  Lloyd  George  recently  de- 
clared, "the  world  was  not  prepared  to  meet  it,  now 
it  is  not  prepared  for  peace,  and  this  latter  unprepar- 
edness  may  be  a  greater  disaster  than  the  first." 

The  war  may  be  won,  and  then  be  lost.  That  there 
should  to-day  be  a  Program  of  mastery,  of  solution, 
of  reconstruction,  of  safety,  of  progress,  these  great 
statesmen  fully  realise.  To  that  problem  they  have 
been  giving  their  energies  and  their  genius.  That  they 
soon  will  be  prepared  to  reach  unity  upon  the  wisest 
and  strongest  plan  no  one  can  doubt.  The  world  trusts 
them,  is  eager  to  follow  them,  to  hold  up  their  hands. 


CHAPTER  VII 


THE  WORLD  WE  MUST  NOT  HAVE 

THE  free  peoples  fighting  for  a  free  world  can  over- 
power Germany  in  the  field  of  military  operations. 
Then  can  defeat  the  German  armies  and  drive  them 
out  of  France  and  Belgium.  They  can  cross  the 
Rhine,  carry  destruction  into  German  territory,  dic- 
tate a  peace  at  the  sword's  point— beat  the  tribe  at 
their  own  game. 

If  necessary,  the  free  peoples  will  do  this  very 
thing.  If  it  must  be  done,  it  can  and  will  be  done. 
This  is  the  only  way  the  governments  have  as  yet 
offered,  if  they  have  any  other  way  in  mind  they 
have  not  as  yet  disclosed  it.  So  far  as  the  world 
knows,  success  of  the  world's  cause  lies  in  a  strictly 
military  defeat  of  Germany.  To  this  the  peoples  give 
unstinted  support,  they  will  give  such  support  to 
the  end. 

But  the  world's  statesmen  know  that  a  military  de- 
feat of  Germany  would  not  of  itself  solve  the  problem 
of  the  world's  future.  It  would  not  bring  the  New 
World.  It  might  be  only  the  beginning  of  an  era  of 
new  and  greater  problems,  heavier  troubles,  more  acute 
dangers.  Militarism  still  would  be  master,  the  old 
game  of  national  rivalry  gun  in  hand  would  still  live, 
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fear  and  foreboding  still  would  hang  like  a  cloud 
over  the  face  of  the  world. 

A  military  defeat  of  Germany  would  mean  a  new 
balance  of  power  in  the  old  system,  the  preponderant 
balance  at  least  for  a  time  in  better  and  safer  hands. 
But  it  would  be  the  old  system  just  the  same — the 
old  system  under  better  control,  but  with  new  diffi- 
culties and  dangers.  Added  to  old  causes  of  conten- 
tion the  bitter,  implacable  enmities,  hatreds,  suspicions, 
fears,  thirsting  for  revenges,  this  great  crime  has  put 
into  the  mind  of  the  world. 

A  strictly  military  defeat  of  Germany,  unaccom- 
panied by  any  greater  restraining  force  for  the  future, 
would  make  it  necessary  for  the  world  to  remain  indefi- 
nitely militaristic  to  safeguard  the  fruits  of  the  vic- 
tory. Suppose  Germany  invaded,  conquered,  tempo- 
rarily disarmed,  forced  to  a  peace  of  the  world's  mak- 
ing. What  power  or  force  or  pledge  is  to  assure 
that  these  conditions  will  continue?  What  adequate 
guarantee  can  Germany  give  for  the  future?  Has 
any  one  in  authority  defined  such  guarantee  ?  Has  any 
other  guarantee  been  suggested  than  the  continuance 
of  a  dominant  military  force? 

If  the  world  is  not  only  to  conquer  Germany  but 
become  the  gaoler  of  that  great  tribe,  subjugate  it 
and  then  keep  it  in  subjugation  with  the  old  system 
of  physical  force,  the  world  must  make  up  its  mind 
to  be  a  vast  military  machine  for  many  generations. 
For  the  moment  vigilance  nods,  the  iron  grip  is  in  the 
slightest  relaxed,  would  come  the  fierce  uprising  to 
drive  out  the  invader. 
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If  military  force  alone  establishes  a  new  status  quo, 
upon  force  that  status  will  rest  until  some  new  up- 
heaval sets  again  in  motion  the  processes  of  change 
and  progress. 

The  acute  question  before  the  world  therefore  is 
whether  it  will  Go  Forward  now,  as  the  achievement  of 
this  war,  or  Stand  Still  through  another  long  period 
of  darkness  and  danger  till  another  war  comes  to 
achieve  that  which  this  one  should  achieve? 

There  are  nations,  as  there  are  individuals,  against 
whom  one  may  contend  in  fair  and  manly  combat, 
gain  the  decision,  arrange  a  peace,  and  go  one's  way 
in  confidence  that  the  covenant  will  stand,  there  will 
be  no  stabbing  from  behind,  the  pact  is  not  a  trap. 
But  Germany  is  not  such  a  nation. 

To  stop  this  nation  being  criminal  with  militarism 
alone  means  it  must  be  either  annihilated  or  incar- 
cerated, else  the  criminality  will  break  out  again. 
Civilisation  has  the  power  to  do  this,  to  beat  Germany 
to  her  knees  with  militarism,  to  use  enough  militar- 
ism indefinitely  thereafter  to  keep  her  on  her  knees. 
If  there  is  no  other  way,  civilisation  will  do  it,  huge 
as  is  the  task,  dragging  itself  down  perilously  near 
to  the  level  of  the  culprit  himself,  Standing  Still  for 
half  a  century,  as  will  be  the  consequences. 

But  organic  law  tells  us  there  is  a  better  way  than 
hanging  or  locking  up  a  criminal  nation — lock  it  out 
until  it  ceases  to  be  criminal. 


CHAPTER  VIII 


THE  CRIMINAL  MUST  NO  LONGER  GO  ARMED 

IT  is  time  for  the  world  to  face  the  realities  of  the 
Problem,  to  bring  before  its  eyes  the  overshadowing 
factor,  black  and  ugly  as  that  is: 

Any  outcome  of  the  war  that  leaves  Germany  an 
armed  nation  will  be  a  disaster  to  the  world,  fatal  to 
German  national  life. 

If  Germany  emerges  from  this  war  a  military  power 
there  looms  ahead  a  period  of  the  most  intense  inter- 
national rivalry,  all  nations  more  militaristic  than  ever 
before,  perhaps  an  even  greater  war  in  the  relatively 
near  future. 

If  Germany  comes  out  of  this  war  armed,  no  matter 
what  the  terms  of  peace,  no  matter  what  the  military 
result,  the  war  is  a  failure. 

This  is  true  because  of  a  condition  and  a  fact  never 
known  in  the  world's  past.  For  the  first  time  a  great 
nation  has  become  an  international  criminal !  For  the 
first  time  a  nation  great  in  population,  wealth,  indus- 
tries, unity,  enterprise,  skill,  energy,  is  in  the  eyes  of 
the  remainder  of  the  world  a  lost  tribe,  a  desperado, 
a  nation  which  in  its  contacts  with  neighbours  has  no 
conscience  or  honour,  whose  faith  is  a  farce,  whose 
signature  to  a  treaty  is  a  grim  jest. 
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For  the  first  time  in  history  a  great  nation  has 
become  the  enemy  of  all  mankind,  an  outlaw  which 
for  a  time  at  least  must  be  dealt  with  by  world  society 
as  no  civilised  people  of  either  ancient  or  modern 
time  was  ever  dealt  with  by  its  contemporaries. 

This  tremendous  fact  profoundly  affects  the  prob- 
lem, adds  to  the  difficulty  of  the  solution.  The  orig- 
inal crime  of  making  this  war,  the  long  list  of  crimes 
committed  in  prosecution  of  it,  the  evidence  that  an- 
other and  perhaps  greater  crime  is  planned  for  the 
future,  bring  before  mankind  the  unprecedented  prob- 
lem of  what  to  do  with  a  criminal  so  formidable,  so 
full  of  power  and  intent  to  do  evil,  so  persistent  and 
unconscious  in  criminality,  and  planted  nearly  a  hun- 
dred million  strong  in  the  very  centre  of  our  civilised 
world. 

If  the  impossible  were  to  happen,  and  this  criminal 
tribe  were  suddenly  to  become  saintly,  the  problem 
would  not  be  solved.  If  such  a  miracle  were  to  super- 
vene, and  between  sundown  and  sunrise  this  black  na- 
tional character  were  to  turn  as  white  as  driven  snow, 
the  problem  would  not  be  solved. 

Because,  no  matter  what  happens  to  the  character, 
the  reputation  must  long  live! 

Nothing  else  in  this  world  is  quite  as  enduring  as  a 
widespread  tradition.  Mountains  may  crumble,  rivers 
change  their  courses,  continents  appear  where  seas 
were  before,  but  a  belief  once  universal  in  the  minds 
of  men  is  a  near  approximation  to  eternity.  And  the 
belief  in  German  criminality,  German  capacity  for 
crime,  German  pertinacity  in  crime,  Germany's  incur- 
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able  international  criminality,  is  the  most  nearly  uni- 
versal thing  the  race  has  known  since  gods  were  born. 

The  character  of  a  nation,  like  that  of  an  individual, 
may  to  some  extent  change.  It  cannot  be  remade  to 
order,  it  cannot  be  recast  overnight,  and  the  world 
can  place  no  trust  in  any  sudden  genuine  or  purported 
regeneration  of  German  national  character.  The  safe- 
ty of  the  world  cannot  be  planted  upon  such  sands  as 
these.  In  time  without  doubt  that  character  will  im- 
prove, ultimately  become  trustworthy.  But  the  re- 
generation will  have  taken  place  decades  before  the 
world  puts  faith  in  it.  The  world  cannot  surely 
know  the  character,  but  it  knows  only  too  well  the 
evil  reputation.  That  cannot  be  smothered  in  half  a 
century.  No  political  transformation  or  revolution  in 
Germany  can  do  more  than  soften  it  during  the  com- 
ing generations.  The  tradition  of  German  national 
crime  will  be  handed  down  from  father  to  son,  from 
mother  to  babe  at  breast  or  knee,  amongst  a  thousand 
millions  of  people  not  yet  born. 

Whatever  Germany  does  or  promises  to  do,  the  fear 
of  new  crimes,  new  treacheries,  new  assaults,  will  live 
on.  No  things  German  will  be  accepted  as  they  appear 
and  as  perhaps  they  are  meant,  but  always  with  cynical 
curiosity  as  to  what  new  outrage  or  act  of  degeneracy 
lies  behind  the  fairest  outward  face. 

An  armed  Germany  will  ever  be  a  feared,  suspected, 
hated  Germany.  As  long  as  that  nation  retains  the 
physical  ability  to  make  war  on  neighbours  its  reputa- 
tion will  be  black.  It  may  put  down  the  Kaiser,  lift 
the  mass  to  power,  that  will  make  small  difference. 


CRIMINAL  MUST  NO  LONGER  GO  ARMED  41 

It  is  not  merely  autocracy  and  the  caste  that  has  lost 
its  soul,  wrecked  its  name,  become  a  giant  ogre  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  but  Germany. 

If  peace  now  comes  with  Germany  still  a  military 
power  the  peace  is  but  a  truce,  a  peace  with  sentries 
posted  at  every  frontier,  the  guns  of  every  nation 
primed,  the  young  men  of  every  people  training,  the 
world  an  armed  camp,  the  mind  of  the  world  poisoned 
by  bitter  memories. 

The  world  must  face  the  reality  of  this  shadow  that 
hangs  over  it  as  sequence  of  the  great  crime.  Noth- 
ing is  to  be  gained  by  blinking  the  fact  because  it  is 
hideous,  by  turning  the  eyes  away  because  it  is  loath- 
some to  look  upon.  The  thing  is  there.  It  must  long 
exist.  It  must  be  dealt  with.  It  is  the  very  core  of 
the  world  cancer.  The  world  wants  to  Go  Forward 
to  a  saner  life;  it  cannot  do  so  till  this  curse  upon  it 
is  lifted. 

And  the  only  way  mortal  eye  can  see  to  do  that  is 
to  disarm  Germany. 


CHAPTER  IX 


THE  SORT  OF  WORLD  THE  CRIMINALS  WANT 

THE  master-criminals  fight  desperately  on  to  get 
back,  armed,  into  the  old,  armed  world.  They  want 
the  old  world  over  again.  That  old  world,  and  its 
old  system,  are  exactly  to  their  liking.  It  is  the  only 
world  in  which  they  can  exist.  A  world  in  which 
they  can  roam  at  large,  armed  to  the  teeth,  unre- 
strained by  public  law,  all  highways  and  market  places, 
privileges  and  opportunities,  open  to  them — open  to 
international  highwaymen  busily  plying  their  trade ! 

To  get  such  a  world,  and  a  peace  that  gives  them 
their  old  place  in  it,  they  want  a  military  result,  as 
much  in  their  favour  as  possible,  but  still  a  military 
'settlement,  the  old  status  unchanged,  or  any  new  status 
so  long  as  it  leaves  militarism  the  supreme  force  in 
the  world,  themselves  in  power  over  the  greatest 
militarist  state — the  old  game  still  going. 

They  have  given  up  their  hopes  of  conquering  the 
world,  this  time.  They  fight  now  for  the  old  world 
and  the  old  system,  the  only  regime  in  which  the  twin 
Prussian  passions  for  power  and  for  plunder  can  find 
thoroughfare.  They  hope  to  be  able  to  fight  the  world 
to  weariness,  and  then  make  a  compromise  in  which 
they  trade  off  all  or  a  part  of  the  booty  they  have 
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won  this  time  for  restoration  to  opportunity  to  seek 
more  booty  next  time. 

If  they  can  get  that  dear,  easy-going,  unorganised, 
incompetent  world  again  this  is  the  vision  that  spreads 
before  their  hungry  eyes: 

As  part  of  the  peace  exact  our  full  and  immediate 
restoration  to  the  high  seas,  to  world  intercourse,  ac- 
cess to  materials  and  markets,  the  equality  of  right 
and  opportunity  which  we  enjoyed  before  the  war  and 
made  such  good  use  of  in  preparing  for  the  war. 

In  the  ensuing  pause  or  period  of  recuperation  put 
the  most  of  Europe  under  economic  tribute,  gather  in 
the  food-growing  plains  of  Russia,  the  mines  of  the 
Caucasus  and  Siberia,  the  oil-fields  of  the  Caspian, 
the  many  millions  of  cannon-fodder  with  which  these 
lands  teem. 

Assemble  from  all  parts  of  the  world  the  materials 
and  resources  necessary  to  our  two  great  industries, 
penetration  and  intimidation. 

Give  our  people  once  more  full  bellies,  ample  em- 
ployment, perfect  content.  Set  our  finances  in  order. 
Enlarge  our  armies.  Multiply  our  naval  power.  Build 
giant  submarines  by  the  thousands. 

And  then,  not  many  years  hence,  the  new  Tag! 
Revenge  for  this  rebuff.  We  shall  at  last  have  not 
only  our  place  in  the  sun — we  shall  be  the  solar  centre 
of  the  world  system.  Nothing  of  importance  shall 
occur  anywhere  on  earth  without  our  gracious  per- 
mission. 

An  armed  Germany  means  a  Germany  that  in  future 
as  in  the  past  is  a  bully  in  peace  and  a  brigand  in  war, 
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no  man  knowing  when  it  will  turn  from  bullying  to 

brigandage. 

It  means  every  big  nation  armed  to  the  teeth,  ever 
in  fear  of  attack.  Every  small  nation  under  constant 
intimidation,  an  endless  menace  of  being  gobbled  up. 
Holland,  Switzerland,  Scandinavia,  Italy,  other  states, 
never  knowing  when  they  are  to  be  another  Belgium, 
or  another  Russia. 

It  means  our  civilisation  held  down  to  the  low  level 
of  brutality  and  coercion  and  foul  play  which  this 
tribe  would  impose,  the  world  standing  still,  or  even 
slipping  backward. 

This  is  the  sort  of  world  militant  Germany  has 
fought  and  schemed  for — it  is  the  sort  of  world  that 
will  follow  Germany's  defeat  and  a  peace  achieved 
by  militarism  alone  and  resting  upon  militarism. 


CHAPTER  X 


A  MORE  BRUTAL  WORLD  THAN  BEFORE 

TO  go  back  to  the  old  world  and  the  old  system 
would  not  only  mean  standing  still — it  would  be  worse, 
it  would  mean  going  backward,  it  would  mean  the 
degradation,  debasement  of  modern  life. 

Not  only  are  there  the  dark  memories  and  the  black 
hatreds  which  long  must  cloud  the  mind  of  the  world, 
but  already  the  masters  of  this  criminal  nation  are 
devising  plans  for  turning  from  brigandage  in  war  to 
equally  energetic  and  comprehensive  bullying  in  peace. 
They  not  only  want  the  old  world  and  the  old  system, 
but  they  are  making  ready  to  drag  the  world  of  the 
future  all  the  way  down  to  their  own  level,  make  it  a 
world  vulgar  and  brutal  enough  to  give  them  a  place 
as  peers  in  its  society. 

In  their  rapacious  eagerness  for  swift  recovery  of 
strength  and  power  they  are  forming  plots  to  sand- 
bag all  rivals  in  the  world  of  peaceful  enterprise,  to 
hack  their  way  furiously  through  to  commercial  su- 
premacy. 

They  are  shaping  a  great  militaristic-industrial  ma- 
chine— a  caste  bossing  a  junta,  a  junta  bossing  a 
general  staff,  a  military  oligarchy  bossing  every  one  and 
everything  else — thus  realising  to  perfection  the  Prus- 
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sian  ideal  of  a  state  composed  of  layers  of  bossism, 
each  kow-towing  to  the  one  next  above,  domineering 
the  one  next  below — the  super-unity  which  is  to  enable 
the  tribe  to  seize  the  power  with  which  to  boss  the 
world. 

In  other  countries  armies  exist  for  the  nation.  In 
the  Germany  of  the  past  the  army  and  the  nation  were 
one.  In  the  Germany  of  the  future  there  is  to  be  no 
nation,  nothing  but  an  army.  What  once  passed  for  a 
nation  will  be  mere  servants,  gardeners,  hewers  of 
wood  and  carriers  of  water,  for  the  military  dynasty. 
Even  motherhood  is  to  be  sin-dicated,  made  doubly 
efficient  in  its  mission  of  breeding  kanonfoder! 

For  the  first  time  in  history  a  great  industrial  nation 
is  to  be  permanently  mobilised  into  a  purely  military 
organism.  Every  German  and  every  German's  work 
are  to  be  bound  to  the  chariot  wheels  of  the  god  of 
war.  The  doctrine  that  the  individual  exists  for  the 
state  is  to  be  carried  to  its  super-extreme.  There  are 
to  be  no  more  citizens,  no  more  individuals,  only  pieces 
of  mechanism. 

The  final  aim  of  this  great  mechanical  state  is  war — 
war  economic,  war  political,  war  militaristic,  upon  all 
who  dare  get  in  its  path;  upon  all  who  dare  try  to 
block  its  way  to  world  supremacy. 

The  first  incidental  purpose  of  this  amazing  evolu- 
tion of  Prussianism  is  to  augment  and  perpetuate  the 
power  of  the  oligarchy.  To  dehumanise  the  tribe  and 
make  it  a  huge  automaton.  To  see  to  it  that  there  are 
none  but  slaves  in  the  empire,  no  free  man,  no  inde- 
pendent man,  no  man  with  opinion  of  his  own  and 
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courage  to  voice  it,  no  man  whose  daily  bread  and 
breath  are  not  dependent  upon  abject  subserviency. 

The  second  purpose  is  to  rush  and  raid  the  markets 
of  the  world,  with  mass  attack  beat  down  all  opposi- 
tion, sweep  away  all  rivals  with  weight  and  numbers — 
to  dump,  undersell  at  temporary  loss,  intrigue,  bribe, 
intimidate,  bluff,  lie,  bulldose,  bully — to  hack  the  way 
through ! 

The  third  and  dominant  purpose  is  to  lose  no  time" 
in  amassing  strength  and  materials  for  the  next  grand 
expedition  in  world  highwaymanry. 

If  any  man  had  imagined  industrial  progress  and 
commercial  intimacy  among  all  peoples  had  at  last 
fashioned  a  world  of  free  effort  and  fair  play,  a  world 
in  which  the  world's  work  was  fast  becoming  a  substi- 
tute for  world's  wars,  in  which  the  realities  of  com- 
mercial honour  were  rising  higher  and  becoming  more 
and  more  standardised  and  universal,  in  which  the 
democracy  of  success  through  service  only  was  making 
obsolete  the  autocracy  of  armed  coercion,  he  must  now 
see  his  mistake. 

For  here  come  the  modern  supermen  showing  us  a 
trick  worth  two  of  all  the  world's  ages  of  natural  evo- 
lutionary development  and  achievement. 

"So,  you  think  industrialism,  interchange,  intimacy, 
the  mutual  respect  and  confidence  born  of  fair  play  in 
the  great  game  of  work,  of  striving  to  excel  in  the  arts, 
to  broaden  human  knowledge  and  lift  up  the  standard 
of  human  comfort,  are  the  tendencies  of  the  age,  do 
you?  That  the  people  are  giving  themselves  to  these 
petty  sordid  things  and  forgetting  the  loyalty  they  owe 
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to  us  who  represent  the  genius  and  glory  of  their  ances- 
tors, to  us  who  are  vice-regents  of  the  god  of  war  and 
most  of  the  other  gods?  And  you  think  these  tend- 
encies are  producing  a  new  world  in  which  we  shall 
have  to  take  a  back  seat  and  our  good  old  system  will 
become  obsolete? 

"Well,  we'll  see  to  that.  Watch  us.  Watch  us 
while  we  take  all  this  individualism,  all  this  industrial- 
ism, all  these  fine  standards  of  business  honour  and 
such  stuff,  all  these  enterprises  and  activities  and  all  the 
peoples  engaged  therein,  all  farms,  shops,  ships,  arts, 
inventions,  sciences,  and  sweep  them  in  as  parts  of 
our  unified  military  state,  all  as  mere  cogs,  ratchets 
and  pinions  in  our  great  super-syndicated  imperial  war 
machine !" 

And  with  restless  energy,  devilish  ingenuity,  they  are 
doing  it.  These  strange,  abnormal,  possessed  enemies 
of  mankind  are  perfecting  themselves  in  the  means 
of  enmity,  making  aggression  upon  the  world  in  both 
peace  and  war  their  one  aspiration,  their  concentrated 
racial  and  national  business. 

The  world  must  see  this  dark  cloud  hanging  over  the 
future.  Once  the  world  was  blind — in  its  blindness 
drifted  unprepared  into  the  whirlpool  of  war.  But 
its  eyes  must  be  opened  now.  And  with  open  eyes  it 
must  act,  it  must  no  longer  drift. 

The  world  must  be  prepared  to  meet  this  organised 
enmity  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war.  It  must  have  means 
of  dealing  with  the  bully  as  well  as  the  brigand. 


CHAPTER  XI 


A  GREAT  NATION  COMMITTING  SUICIDE 

IF  the  German  people  only  knew  what  they  are 
doing,  whither  they  are  driving,  they  would  get  down 
on  their  knees,  masters  and  slaves  alike,  and  implore 
the  world  to  burn  their  cannon  factories,  convert  their 
swords  into  ploughshares,  disband  their  army  and 
make  it  impossible  for  them  ever  to  get  another. 

For  this  is  written  in  the  book  of  fate :  If  they 
hold  to  militarism  it  will  be  the  death  of  them  as  a 
great  people.  They  are  fashioning,  not  a  machine  of 
Power,  but  a  Frankenstein.  If  they  go  on  carrying 
the  weapon  of  coercion  and  brutality  its  final  discharge 
will  be  into  their  own  body.   It  is  national  suicide. 

If  they  remain  armed  they  remain  criminal  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world.  To  be  a  persistent,  habitual  crim- 
inal is  moral  and  economic  death  for  any  unit  of  so- 
ciety, individual  or  collective.  The  law  will  have  its 
hour  of  reckoning,  and  the  hour  draws  near  for  this 
tribe.  They  have  gone  so  far  in  defiance  of  law,  in 
violation  of  all  the  laws  and  standards  of  the  society 
of  which  they  are  part,  they  cannot  go  much  further 
and  escape  self-destruction.  They  cannot  continue 
being  alternately  world  brigands  and  world  bullies  and 
live  in  the  world.    The  brigandage  plot  has  failed; 
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the  bullying  plot  will  also  fail.  Neither  can  hack  its 
way  through. 

Already  world  society  has  begun  applying  to  this 
sinner  the  inexorable  law  of  association — play  fair 
or  not,  play  according  to  the  rules  or  get  out  of  the 
game.  In  response  to  natural  law  all  society  exercises 
the  power  of  self-protection  in  two  ways : 

First — Spontaneous,  automatic  action  by  individuals 
in  concert  as  moved  by  public  opinion,  ostracising,  iso- 
lating offenders,  refusing  association  with  them,  social 
or  commercial. 

Second — Formal,  more  direct,  more  complete  isola- 
tion and  exclusion  by  action  of  governments  which 
represent  society,  withdrawal  of  industrial  intercourse, 
of  privileges  and  opportunities. 

The  first  of  these  methods  is  already  in  operation, 
it  is  rapidly  widening  in  scope  and  intensity,  it  soon 
will  embrace  a  great  part  of  world  society. 

Never  before  in  history  has  a  tribe  of  men  been  so 
universally  and  bitterly  execrated.  In  the  past  sav- 
ages have  raided  savages,  barbarians  have  attacked 
barbarians,  barbarians  have  assaulted  and  oppressed 
advanced  peoples.  Always  then  there  was  the  excuse 
of  ignorance,  they  knew  no  better,  it  was  the  game 
of  the  age. 

But  now,  for  the  first  time,  a  great  people  supposed 
to  be  fully  civilised,  advanced,  cultured,  an  important 
and  intimate  part  of  the  life  of  the  world,  enjoying 
equality  of  right  and  opportunity  and  making  them- 
selves strong  and  rich  with  it,  go  back  to  barbarism, 
and  without  quarrel,  without  dispute,  without  griev- 
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ance,  without  pretext,  not  even  that  of  ignorance,  at- 
tempt to  overpower  and  enslave  their  neighbours. 

It  was  crime,  wanton  crime.  All  the  world  has  so 
adjudged  it.  It  was  crime  on  so  vast  a  scale  that  it 
swept  a  great  part  of  earth's  peoples  into  its  vortex 
of  sacrifice  and  suffering.  In  prosecution  of  the  great 
crime  all  other  crimes  known  to  the  moral  code 
have  been  done  over  and  over  again  in  every  land 
and  on  every  sea. 

And  now  the  world  is  given  to  know  that  this 
greatest  of  all  crimes  and  all  these  minor  crimes  in 
its  wake  are  not  mere  incidents,  are  not  to  stand  alone 
in  history,  but  that  their  repetition  is  to  follow  as 
soon  as  the  tribe  feel  strong  enough  once  more,  that 
they  are  striving  to  drag  the  world  down  to  a  level 
where  crime  will  be  a  natural  and  incidental  part  of 
the  established  system — their  sort  of  a  world! 

In  the  presence  of  such  a  record  as  this  it  is  in- 
evitable that  the  spontaneous  part  of  the  social  process 
should  be  set  in  motion.  Inevitable  that  detestation, 
hatred,  loathing,  should  spread  throughout  the  world. 

One  shudders  to  write  the  truth,  but  the  truth  is 
that  the  Germans  are  fast  becoming  world  lepers. 
They  are  falling  to  the  level  of  snakes  that  crawl  on 
their  bellies,  repugnant  to  all  men.  To  hear  their 
language  spoken  is  emetic  to  many  millions  of  sensi- 
tive souls.  To  see  German  words  in  print  causes 
many  eyes  to  close  or  turn  away  unwilling  to  look 
upon  disgusting  things.  To  unwittingly  shake  a 
German  hand  gives  many  people  the  same  sensation 
as  the  accidental  touching  of  filth. 
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Such  involuntary  association  of  emotions  with 
events  speaks  eloquently  of  the  fact  that  the  German 
plot  for  world  dominion  has  achieved  only  a  world 
detestation  unparalleled. 

All  over  the  world  men  of  good  repute  and  char- 
acter afflicted  with  Teuton  names  are  begging  the 
courts  to  change  these  to  respectable  patronyms. 
Everywhere  people  are  refusing  to  permit  their  chil- 
dren to  study  the  German  language — they  might 
some  day  befoul  themselves  by  speaking  it!  In  pub- 
lic libraries  German  books  are  banished  to  garrets 
and  cellars  as  unclean  things.  In  office-buildings  ap- 
pears the  placard:  "Speaking  German  prohibited  on 
these  premises."  Innumerable  Christian  men  and 
women,  usually  gentle,  just,  pray  their  God  to  smite 
Germany,  kill  Germans,  then  kill  more  Germans,  an- 
nihilate the  race  accursed. 

Millions  of  men  and  women  inwardly  resolve  or 
formally  pledge  never  again  to  buy  or  consume  Ger- 
man made  goods,  travel  on  a  German  ship,  visit  Ger- 
many, or  have  any  intercourse  whatsoever,  social  or 
commercial,  with  any  son  of  that  tribe.  Chambers 
of  commerce  and  other  organisations  in  many  coun- 
tries are  taking  steps  to  visit  a  practical  and  continuous 
ostracism  upon  the  hated  land.  British  and  other 
seamen  formally  declare  that  for  years  to  come  they 
will  serve  on  no  ship  where  is  a  Teuton  sailor  or 
which  carries  German  goods.  Self-respecting  men  of 
many  nationalities  have  returned  to  the  Kaiser 
decorations  of  honour  given  them  in  the  past  and 
which  honour  does  not  now  permit  them  to  keep. 
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For  generations  to  come  scientific,  literary,  profes- 
sional organisations,  hitherto  truly  cosmopolitan, 
welcoming  every  man  doing  service  for  his  race,  no 
matter  how  lowly  of  origin,  no  matter  what  his  colour, 
will  close  their  lists  of  members  to  all  Germans,  shut 
their  doors  in  every  Teuton  face.  Hottentots,  Kaffirs, 
Ethiopians,  Papuans,  Patagonians,  may  come  and 
welcome,  but  no  German.  For  generations  the  young 
men  and  women  of  other  lands,  hitherto  eager  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  skill  of  German  pedagogy, 
will  shun  German  schools,  universities  and  conserva- 
tories as  if  they  were  pest-houses.  No  one  will  care 
for  German  literature,  German  art,  German  music, 
German  science,  German  philosophy.  It  may  be  good 
literature,  good  art,  good  music,  but  if  it  is  made  in 
Germany  the  world  will  have  none  of  it. 

Unreasonable,  unworthy,  as  in  much  of  this  loathing, 
it  cannot  be  otherwise  in  a  world  of  human  nature, 
it  is  the  inevitable  consequence  of  a  crime  which  in- 
flicted so  much  woe  upon  the  race.  Detestation  of 
the  authors  of  the  crime,  of  the  tribe  who  willingly 
made  themselves  its  slaves  and  instruments,  has  be- 
come one  of  the  traditions  of  the  peoples.  It  will 
long  endure,  and  as  long  as  it  endures  it  will  be  a  curse 
and  blight  upon  Germany.  It  will  endure  as  long 
as  Germany  is  armed. 

In  time  this  feeling  will  pass,  a  more  generous  spirit 
will  pervade  the  world.  But  it  will  pass,  and  gener- 
osity and  forgiveness  come,  only  when  fear  of  a  re- 
newal of  the  crime  passes.  As  long  as  that  exists  the 
fires  of  hatred  will  burn  on  from  generation  to  genera- 
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tion.  Abhorrence  of  the  crime  that  has  gone  will  not 
sink  to  the  level  of  mere  vindictiveness  and  therefore 
fade  and  perish  as  long  as  fear  of  the  crime  to  come 
gives  it  the  virtue  of  protectiveness. 

The  German  nation  is  committing  slow  suicide.  It 
is  realising  the  sad  truth  that  a  nation  in  a  community 
of  nations  is  subject  to  the  same  natural  laws  as  an 
individual  in  a  neighbourhood  of  individuals.  It  can- 
not exist,  find  well-being,  success,  the  means  of  life 
and  strength,  as  enemy  of  its  fellows,  without  char- 
acter, without  reputation,  with  the  mark  of  Cain  upon 
its  brow. 

To  escape  this  retribution  Germany  must  reform, 
conform,  atone.  The  first  indispensable  step  toward 
rehabilitation  is  to  stop  going  armed.  If  this  of- 
fender insists  upon  walking  the  highways  of  the  world 
gun  in  hand,  to-day  a  bully  and  to-morrow  perhaps 
once  more  a  brigand,  the  world  will  be  compelled  to 
see  that  all  highways  are  closed  to  him,  that  he  be 
made  outcast,  outlaw.    And  that  is  death. 


CHAPTER  XII 


THE  NOOSE  THE  CRIMINAL  LIVES  IN  FEAR  OF 

THE  first  part  of  the  process  of  discipline  which 
all  society  uses  in  dealing  with  offenders  in  its  midst 
already  is  in  operation  against  Germany.  This  spon- 
taneous moral  and  social  ostracism  is  far  more  seri- 
ous than  the  tribe  know.  They  do  not  realise  its 
scope,  its  power  to  spread,  its  serious  consequences. 
As  world  criminals  they  are  not  over-sensitive  to 
world  obloquy,  else  they  would  not  be  criminals. 
The  part  of  it  which  most  disturbs  them  is  its  material, 
economic  bearing.  They  are  willing  to  lose  their  souls, 
but  they  are  worried  over  their  bank  account. 

As  long  as  only  the  spontaneous  part  of  the  process 
is  in  operation  they  believe  they  can  overcome  it.  It 
is  a  sordid  world,  they  think,  always  looking  for 
profits,  eager  to  sell,  ready  to  buy  where  things  are 
cheapest.  For  a  time,  it  is  true,  there  will  be  preju- 
dice, obstacles,  aloofness,  but  they  think  they  know 
how  to  hack  their  way  through  such  flimsy  barriers. 
It  is  in  part  for  this  purpose  they  are  making  their 
nation  a  militaristic-economic  machine  through  super- 
syndication,  the  state  behind  every  industry,  ready 
to  outbid  for  raw  materials  and  undersell  in  every 
market,  no  matter  at  what  temporary  loss — anything 
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to  set  the  currents  of  German  trade  running  again. 
Elaborate  plans  are  making  to  operate  through  neu- 
tral countries,  to  buy  and  sell  from  border  states — 
anything  to  camouflage  their  way  back  into  the  thick 
of  world  action. 

But  how  about  the  other  part  of  the  social  process 
of  protectiveness?  What  if  the  governments  of  the 
nations  fighting  Prussianism  were  to  take  formal 
action  for  guarding  the  safety  of  their  peoples? 
What  if  they  were  to  decree  that  instead  of  Germany 
getting  back  into  world  trade  with  difficulty,  by  re- 
sort to  artifice  and  intrigue,  it  was  not  to  get  back  at 
all?  Never  get  back  as  long  as  Germany  remains 
enemy  of  the  world? 

This  is  a  possibility  no  member  of  the  tribe  can 
mention  without  a  shudder.  Even  the  superhuman 
General  Staff  can  see  that  if  the  nations  do  this, 
if  they  exclude  German  goods  from  their  markets, 
close  their  ports  to  German  ships,  drive  all  German 
merchant  marine  from  the  oceans,  deny  German  in- 
dustries supplies  of  indispensable  raw  materials,  Ger- 
many is  done  for.  She  goes  down  in  an  industrial 
and  financial  collapse.  Against  this  weapon  she  has 
no  defence.  Her  boasted  military  power  will  be  of 
no  avail,  must  even  cease  to  exist,  because  industrial- 
ism is  the  base  of  all  militarism,  and  this  will  ruin 
German  industrialism. 

Out  of  Germany  during  the  past  year,  even  while 
German  armies  were  advancing  upon  Paris  and  the 
channel,  has  come  a  cry  of  fear,  a  chorus  of  alarm. 
While  the  militarists  and  Pan-Germans  continued  to 
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shout  at  the  top  of  their  voices  that  German  Might 
would  yet  take  the  world  by  the  throat  and  compel 
it  to  disgorge,  a  more  plaintive,  more  sane  note 
came  from  the  financial  and  business  world  of  Teu- 
tondom. 

"If  we  continue  our  present  policy,"  said  Herr 
Ballin,  head  of  the  Hamburg-American  line,  "that 
will  mean  an  economic  war  after  the  war,  and  the 
ruin  of  Germany. 

"We  cannot  fight  for  freedom  of  the  seas  and  at 
the  same  time  place  our  economic  barrier  around 
central  Europe. 

"Take  care  lest  we  be  strangled  by  having  a  noose 
placed  about  our  necks." 

"One  condition  must  be  fulfilled,"  said  President 
Havenstein,  of  the  Reichsbank,  "the  freedom  of  com- 
petition. A  free  way  for  German  work  in  the  whole 
world  must  again  be  won  for  us." 

From  Dr.  Dernburg,  from  Helferich  of  the 
Deutsche  Bank,  from  von  Kuehlmann,  from  Thyssen 
of  the  steel  works,  from  Withof  of  the  Commercial 
Union,  from  other  financial  and  industrial  leaders, 
from  now  sobered  professors,  from  economic  writers, 
have  come  hundreds  of  like  warnings — pages  could 
be  filled  with  them — the  burden  of  them  all  being 
the  "starvation  peace"  that  will  come  to  Germany, 
the  wreck  and  ruin,  the  panic  and  collapse,  if  she 
does  not  gain  full  restoration  to  world  commerce, 
access  to  the  seas,  to  markets,  materials. 

One  authority  declared  the  great  war  debt  could 
be  managed  only  if  German  industries  after  the 
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war  could  be  twice  as  efficient  as  before  the  war. 
Only  by  such  intense  activity,  "every  German  work- 
ing twice  as  hard  and  saving  twice  as  much,"  could 
the  monster  balloon  of  inflated  credit  be  kept  afloat. 

But  suppose  that  instead  of  German  industry 
working  at  double  pressure  it  works  at  only  one- 
half  or  one-third  pressure  compared  with  conditions 
before  the  war?  The  high  wages  of  the  war  indus- 
try are  replaced  by  the  low  wages  or  no  wages  of  an 
industrial  stagnation?  The  fleets  of  merchant  ships 
now  building,  instead  of  sailing  all  the  seas,  entering 
all  ports,  getting  business  by  slashing  rates,  are  not 
to  sail  at  all,  enter  no  harbour  save  German  harbours? 
All  the  elaborate  plans  for  raiding,  dumping,  hack- 
ing the  way  through,  all  the  artifice,  tricks,  camou- 
flaging, supersyndication,  killed  at  the  source,  per- 
ishing in  birth  ?   What  then? 

The  Germans  themselves  have  answered  in  the 
one  word,  "Ruin."  Nor  do  they  deceive  themselves 
as  to  the  commercial  value  of  the  parts  of  Europe 
they  can  reach  with  the  sword.  German  industries 
are  attuned  to  world  proportions,  cannot  live  upon 
Central  Europe  alone,  would  starve  if  dependent 
solely  upon  Berlin-Bagdad,  a  mere  dream  and  not 
an  economic  reality,  upon  Russia  and  Siberia,  which 
a  hundred  years  hence  may  be  an  empire  but  which 
for  a  generation  or  two  must  be  an  economic  wilder- 
ness. Central  Europe,  with  Central  Asia  thrown 
in  for  good  measure,  would  make  no  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  world  opportunity.  Germany  must 
regain   access  to  all   highways  and   all  markets, 
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have  "free  way  in  all  the  world"  or  the  noose  will 
strangle  her. 

And  for  a  year  or  more,  even  while  making  good 
headway  in  the  military  field,  Germany  has  been 
hungry  for  peace,  almost  begging  for  peace  negotia- 
tions. 

The  deep  significance  of  all  this  is  unmistakable: 
Germany  has  lost  the  war,  and  knows  it. 

Germany  has  lost  the  war,  and  knows  she  has  lost 
it,  because  the  war  was  started  to  enable  Germany  to 
seize  control  over  the  future  of  other  peoples. 

Now  she  finds  these  other  peoples  are  masters  over 
her  future. 

Germany  makes  the  discovery  that  there  are  forces 
in  the  world  of  to-day  infinitely  superior  to  her 
military  power  and  to  all  military  power.  There 
are  weapons  against  which  she  has  no  defence.  The 
tribe  that  revolted  against  society  finds  that  society, 
by  resort  to  its  rights  and  powers  under  the  organic 
law,  may  put  the  tribe  at  its  mercy.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  invade  Germany  with  military  force — 
Germany  already  has  been  invaded  by  the  force 
supreme. 

The  world  has  the  noose,  it  has  the  right  and 
power  to  place  it  about  the  neck  of  the  criminal  and 
strangle  him.  The  world  has  the  noose,  and  must 
use  it  unless  the  criminal  abandons  crime. 

In  the  shadow  of  the  world's  moral  and  economic 
gallows  Germany  will  collapse  at  home  before  she  is 
crushed  on  the  battlefield. 


CHAPTER  XIII 

THE  SYSTEM  GOES  DOWN  IN  GERMAN  DEFEAT 

THE  world's  war  is  not  only  against  the  tribe, 
but  against  the  system  behind  the  tribe.  It  is  not 
only  the  tribe  that  have  lost  in  this  appeal  to  coercion 
with  brute  force,  but  the  whole  system  of  brutal 
coercion.  The  tribe  have  lost,  but  may  live  if  they 
will  show  themselves  worthy  to  live.  But  the  system 
must  go,  the  world's  triumph  and  compensation  must 
be  in  that. 

The  meaning  of  it  all  is  clear.  Militarism  is  no 
longer  tyrant  over  the  world.  Its  long  reign  is 
ended.  It  has  been  dethroned.  Henceforth  some- 
thing else  is  master. 

In  this  final  catastrophic  effort  to  perpetuate  itself 
militarism  has  committed  suicide,  and  the  tribe  that 
was  its  willing  instrument  will  also  commit  suicide 
unless  it  abandons  militarism. 

The  greatest  military  machine  the  world  ever  saw 
has  had  four  years  in  which  to  demonstrate  its  power 
to  rule  the  world.  It  had  the  advantages  of  sudden 
onslaught  upon  peoples  ill-prepared  to  meet  it,  of 
unity  against  their  disunity,  of  central  position.  It 
has  been  favoured  by  the  collapse  of  one  of  its  chief 
foes.    It  has  for  four  years  pursued  its  course  to 

60 


SYSTEM  GOES  DOWN  IN  DEFEAT  61 


the  top  of  its  bent.  It  has  invaded,  devastated, 
seized,  robbed,  terrorised,  assassinated  on  land  and 
sea,  pillaged,  levied  tribute,  made  slaves. 

And  what  is  the  sum  total  of  its  achievement? 

The  world  still  is  free.  It  still  is  the  master.  It 
holds  in  the  hollow  of  its  hand  the  future  of  those 
who  thus  assailed  it.  "Take  care  lest  a  noose  be 
placed  about  our  necks  to  strangle  us." 

It  is  not  militarism  that  has  conquered  militarism. 
The  end  is  not  in  sight  because  the  militarism  of  the 
tribe  is  overpowered  by  the  militarism  of  the  com- 
munity, not  because  the  armies  of  society  are  strong 
enough  to  drive  the  armies  of  the  revolt  back  upon 
their  own  territory,  invade  their  soil,  and  there  dic- 
tate peace  with  the  sword. 

The  end  approaches  in  German  defeat  while  the 
cohorts  of  the  tribe  still  hold  much  of  the  territory 
they  have  seized,  their  leaders  still  try  to  delude 
their  dupes  with  the  old  dream  of  conquest. 

But  over  the  part  of  Germany  that  is  half  sane 
there  creeps  realisation  of  the  utter  futility  of  all 
this,  that  the  "victories"  have  no  meaning  in  reality, 
achieve  nothing,  have  no  permanent  effects,  that 
"Germany's  success  cannot  be  won  on  the  battle- 
field alone."  A  slowly  dawning  realisation  of  the 
truth,  which  others  than  Germans  should  behold, 
that  the  young  men  of  the  nations  out  in  the  roads 
and  fields  killing  one  another  and  driving  one  another 
now  this  way,  now  that,  cannot  determine  the  course 
and  future  of  great  nations — the  nations  have  to 
do  that  for  themselves  with  their  will  and  their  acts 
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which  endure  long  after  the  fighting  has  ceased 
and  most  of  the  fighters  are  at  rest. 

German  militarism  has  failed,  has  achieved  nothing 
but  obloquy  for  Germany,  because  the  noose  of  world 
mastery  casts  its  shadows  over  all  the  future.  Un- 
less Germany  can  get  back  into  full  world  association 
Germany  is  ruined.  The  peoples  Germany  is  trying 
to  ruin  are  masters  of  that  association,  and  there- 
fore masters  of  Germany's  fate.  In  the  presence  of 
such  a  power  of  life  or  death  over  the  nation  that 
has  made  the  war-god  its  idol  and  crime  its  crowning 
policy,  of  what  significance  the  little  loot  the  crime 
has  brought?  Of  what  avail  to  the  malefactor  the 
stolen  trinkets  in  his  pocket  if  he  is  on  his  way  to  the 
gallows? 

The  old  system  of  coercion  has  had  its  final  foray 
and  demonstrated  its  impotency  in  the  world  of  to- 
day. They  who  set  out  with  it  to  make  themselves 
conquerors  are,  by  their  own  admission,  conquered. 
The  tribe  that  appealed  to  the  sword  is  indeed  in 
danger  of  perishing  by  the  sword — its  own. 

The  tribe  have  lost  and  the  system  has  gone  to 
pieces.  Both  are  now  arraigned  before  the  judg- 
ment seat  of  world  society,  indicted  under  the  organic 
law,  found  red-handed  in  guilt,  awaiting  sentence. 
What  the  world's  sentence  must  be  seems  obvious: 

The  world's  aim  is  to  kill  the  system,  not  the 
tribe. 

The  free  peoples  have  fought  this  war  to  destroy 
Prussian  militarism.  Now  they  see  the  only  way  to 
do  that  is  to  destroy  all  militarism. 
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The  system  must  perish,  and  the  German  people 
must  live.  They  can  live  only  by  giving  the  world 
proof  of  their  future  good  conduct  by  helping  the 
world  destroy  the  evil  Thing  which  brought  them 
to  this  evil  hour. 

This,  and  this  only,  will  constitute  the  adequate 
guarantee  for  the  future  which  the  world  must  have. 


CHAPTER  XIV 


THE  NEW  WORLD  THE  SWORD  CANNOT  RULE 

GERMANY  has  lost  and  Civilisation  has  won 
because  it  was  so  decreed  by  organic  law  from  the 
beginning,  because  this  is  now  a  world  in  which 
German  success  was  impossible  and  society's  triumph 
inevitable.  The  great  crime  came  several  centuries 
too  late. 

The  war  is  virtually  over,  finished  without  being 
fought  to  a  finish,  everything  settled  that  can  be 
settled  by  fighting,  ended  in  reality  even  while  fight- 
ing goes  desperately  on.  It  is  settled  because  it  has 
gone  far  enough  to  demonstrate  that  in  the  new 
world  to  which  we  have  come  there  is  no  place  for 
the  old  system,  no  place  or  use  for  militarism,  all 
that  is  obsolete,  has  had  its  day,  something  else  is 
henceforth  the  master. 

The  fundamental  law  of  Association  has  super- 
seded the  ancient  system  of  Antagonism. 

Cooperation  has  completely  displaced  Coercion. 

The  struggle  of  life  is  to  Excel,  not  to  Compel. 

Success  is  by  Service  only,  never  by  Seizure. 

Survival  of  the  fittest  has  no  reference  to  physical 
strength,  means  solely  superiority  in  Service  with 
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adaptation  to  environment  through  Conformance  to 
established  standards. 

The  world's  work  and  intimacy  and  interdepend- 
ency  through  its  work  and  its  division  of  labour  have 
evolved  a  social  and  political  force  supreme. 

As  a  power  of  restraint  and  control  the  civilised 
right  not  to  associate  has  replaced  the  savage  right 
to  attack. 

Ostracism  of  offenders  until  they  reform  is  the 
universal  social  process  of  discipline,  protection,  pre- 
vention. 

Among  nations,  as  among  all  other  units  in  a 
circle  of  contacts,  the  power  to  Isolate  is  far  more 
potent  than  the  power  to  Invade. 

We  are  already  in  this  new  world,  and  presently 
this  war  will  make  all  men  see  that  they  are  in  it. 
It  is  a  world  in  which  nothing  worth  having  can  be 
won  by  anybody  by  taking  other  people  by  the  throat. 
A  world  in  which  highwaymanry  or  seizure  of  any 
sort  or  playing  of  the  game  of  life  in  violation  of  the 
rules  never  wins. 

A  world  in  which  play  fair  or  play  not  is  the 
master  rule  of  all  human  conduct  from  whose  penal- 
ties not  the  least  nor  the  all-highest  is  exempt.  A 
world  in  which  such  a  large  majority  of  men,  play- 
ing the  game  of  life  like  men,  have  acquired  the  habit 
of  being  free  and  getting  fair  play  because  they  give 
it,  and  have  such  settled  determination  to  go  on  being 
free  and  getting  fair  play  by  giving  it,  that  no  power 
on  earth  is  great  enough  to  change  or  stop  them. 

A  world  in  which  the  great  mass  of  men  will  not 
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only  have  fair  play  and  freedom  for  themselves  but 
insist  that  all  mankind  shall  have  them,  too — even 
this  tribe  that  sought  to  strike  down  all  freedom  and 
fair  play  must  be  free  and  play  fair.  If  it  will  free 
itself  of  its  criminal  mania  and  play  fair  it  shall  have 
fair  play. 

But  if  it  will  be  neither  free  nor  fair  it  shall  not 
live. 

This  is  why  Germany  lost  the  war.  It  lost  when 
this  spirit  of  the  free  peoples  planted  in  the  path  of 
the  barbaric  horde  a  wall  of  defence  built  of  the 
best  manhood  the  race  has  produced;  the  best,  be- 
cause it  came  out  of  this  free  and  well  ordered  indi- 
vidualism which  makes  citizens  not  slaves,  character 
not  servility, — a  wall  which  will  stand  to  the  end, 
which  wins  the  victory  by  simply  standing  and 
holding. 

Germany  has  lost  because  the  power  of  mastery 
over  the  future  which  the  law  places  in  the  hands  of 
the  free  peoples  makes  it  wholly  unnecessary  for 
them  to  do  other  than  stand,  hold,  defend,  stop  and 
nullify  the  crime — unnecessary  to  turn  their  defence 
into  offence,  to  invade  and  crush  and  terrorise,  to 
overrun  and  subjugate  the  land  of  the  enemy,  un- 
necessary for  civilisation  to  turn  barbarian  because 
it  is  fighting  barbarians. 

We  are  in  this  new  world,  though  few  realise  it. 
The  great  majority  of  men  have  the  mental  habit, 
shaped  by  tradition's  persistent  power,  which  makes 
it  difficult  for  them  when  caught  in  the  throes  of  a 
fierce  combat  and  aflame  in  its  midst,  to  see  much 
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else  than  the  head  of  the  foe,  to  think  of  much  else 
than  striking  just  as  primitive  man  struck,  as  the  foe 
strikes,  only  harder.  This  is  the  fighting  spirit. 
This  is  human  nature,  this  is  war,  this  is  our  inheri- 
tance from  the  past,  and  war  is  sometimes  magnifi- 
cent, it  is  always  magnificent  when  its  cause  is  just, 
its  aim  high. 

If  ever  war  was  magnificent  because  its  aim  is 
high,-  its  cause  just,  it  is  this  war.  It  is  a  war  purely 
of  defence.  The  defence  was  and  still  is  indispens- 
able. This  great  outpouring  of  courage,  sacrifice, 
devotion,  is  necessary  to  civilisation's  safety,  must 
continue  as  long  as  the  assault  continues.  History- 
will  place  high  on  the  roll  of  honour  all  who  have 
helped  shape  and  hold  the  wall  of  steel  and  nerve. 

But  they  have  already  won  the  war.  As  long 
as  the  wall  stands — and  it  does  not  much  matter 
where  it  stands  or  whither  it  shifts — the  crime  is 
beaten.  Those  who  made  the  wall  fought  to  demon- 
strate that  ours  is  no  longer  a  world  in  which  con- 
quest by  brute  force  is  practicable.  They  have 
proved  this,  and  in  proving  it  have  won  the  war. 

They  need  not  now  turn  round  and  try  to  unprove 
that  which  they  have  so  splendidly  proven.  They 
need  not  try  to  establish  the  potentiality  of  subju- 
gation and  invasion  after  they  have  so  nobly  shown 
its  futility.  They  need  not  try  to  do  to  the  foe  the 
same  things  born  of  the  age  which  has  passed  they 
condemn  him  as  criminal  for  trying  to  do  to  them. 

The  world  should  make  no  mistake  as  to  the  true 
function  of  its  military  effort.    It  is  to  show  the 
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futility  and  criminality  of  the  old  system  in  the 
modern  world.    It  has  achieved  its  purpose. 

The  new  world  has  its  own  superior  weapon  for 
the  great  offensive  which  is  to  destroy  the  old  system 
root  and  branch. 

Destruction  of  the  old  system  and  erection  of  the 
new  system  is  the  world's  best  and  only  permanent 
and  complete  triumph  over  the  tribe. 


CHAPTER  XV 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST  DISCOVERY 

THE  world  is  upon  the  verge  of  its  greatest  dis- 
covery— it  is  about  to  discover  itself. 

Through  countless  ages  man  has  been  learning 
the  potency  of  the  natural  laws  which  surround  him, 
which  shape  his  life  and  mould  his  character,  through 
incurring  the  penalties  of  violations  of  those  laws. 
To-day  the  first  realisation  of  the  operation  of  or- 
ganic law  in  the  international  field  is  by  the  tribe 
which  have  broken  the  law  and  are  facing  the  law's 
inevitable  penalties. 

The  resulting  discovery  is  that  of  the  modern 
world's  greatest  social  and  political  power — the  Force 
Supreme. 

Great  discoveries  are  often  evolved  through  events, 
through  great  problems,  great  needs.  Until  now, 
men  have  thought  the  supreme  power  among  nations 
was  physical  force,  that  the  old  system  of  militarism 
must  ever  rule  the  world.  But  recent  events  have 
shown  that  there  now  is  another  force  almost  in- 
finitely greater,  that  there  is  a  new  and  vastly  superior 
system  ready  to  take  the  place  of  the  one  that  has 
committed  hara-kiri. 

Events  have  shown  this  conclusively  in  the  defeat 
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of  Germany  while  still  the  only  invader,  and  unin' 
vaded.  The  invaded  and  uninvading  are  the  con- 
querors! To  work  their  will  as  they  wish  the  pos- 
sessors of  the  newly  found,  invincible  power  have 
only  to  proceed  to  the  use  of  it.  Ignorance  can  no 
longer  excuse  them,  for  their  enemy,  the  criminal,  has 
seen  and  trembled  before  the  truth. 

Often  it  is  said  that  man's  struggle  of  life  has  been 
against  nature.  The  contrary  is,  of  course,  true. 
His  struggle  has  been  against  his  own  ignorance  of 
how  to  work  with  nature,  how  to  assist  her  to  work 
with  and  for  himself.  And  all  his  progress  from  the 
cave  to  civilisation  is  told  in  the  long  and  splendid 
story  of  his  successes  in  that  effort. 

Now  in  this  acute  crisis  of  his  career  man  finds 
nature  has  solved  his  problem  for  him.  She  made 
the  organic  law  which  the  mad  Mullahs  of  the  tribe 
tried  to  override.  The  outraged  law  demands  its 
penalties,  its  reckoning,  its  compensations  which  shall 
work  a  more  complete  and  perfect  dominion  of  the 
law.  Nature  asks  only  that  man  shall  recognise  what 
she  has  brought  to  his  hand,  be  her  organ  of  expres- 
sion, action,  achievement. 

All  that  nature  has  done  will  be  in  vain  unless  man 
plays  his  part.  It  was  of  no  value  to  have  a  world 
full  of  electricity  till  man  perceived  its  potency  and 
harnessed  it  to  his  use.  Futile  were  all  the  stores  of 
coal  and  metals  in  the  crust  of  the  earth  till  upon 
the  surface  of  the  earth  came  creatures  intelligent 
enough  to  dig  them  up  and  use  them. 

It  would  not  be  easy  to  exaggerate  the  importance 


THE  WORLD* S  GREATEST  DISCOVERY  71 

of  the  discovery  now  just  made.  If  man  be  wise 
enough  to  take  advantage  of  that  which  kindly  nature 
has  brought  him  it  will  dispossess  a  tyrant  who  had 
so  long  ruled  men  had  thought  him  eternal.  With  it 
man  may  carry  his  civilisation  a  long  way  forward. 
He  may  go  beyond  anything  he  has  so  far  achieved, 
beyond  all  his  memorable  masteries  over  matter,  dis- 
tance, time,  for  now  he  may  become  master  of  him- 
self. He  need  no  longer  continue  doing  things  he 
does  not  wish  to  do,  which  he  knows  he  ought  not 
do,  which  bring  him  far  more  hurt  than  good,  but 
which  he  has  kept  on  doing  for  lack  of  knowing 
how  not  to  do  them. 

For  the  great  achievement  of  this  war  is  its  show- 
ing man  that  he  has  no  further  need  for  war,  show- 
ing him  that  war  must  be  got  rid  of,  and  showing 
him  how  it  may  be  got  rid  of,  what  shall  be  put  in 
its  place. 

That  all  men  do  not  at  once  see  the  value  of  this 
discovery  is  not  surprising.  Man  is  always  sceptical 
of  the  unfamiliar.  His  eyes  are  keenest  when  he 
looks  backward,  he  is  near-sighted  when  he  looks 
at  things  all  about  him,  he  is  nearly  blind  as  to  things 
which  are  just  coming  to  meet  him. 

He  was  slow  to  give  faith  to  steam  or  electricity. 
The  iron  ship  would  sink  because  iron  is  heavier 
than  water.  The  telephone  was  an  interesting  toy 
but  had  no  commercial  future.  The  horseless  car- 
riage was  a  contraption  of  crankism.  The  moving 
picture  was  a  passing  fad.  The  flying  machine  defied 
the  law  of  gravitation,  and  Langley,  the  pioneer, 
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was  ridiculed  into  his  grave.  Anaesthetics  were  sacri- 
legious, if  the  Creator  had  intended  man  thus  to 
escape  pain  the  world  would  have  been  made  other- 
wise. Women  have  always  been  just  women,  can 
never  be  voting  citizens.  Wars  will  never  cease  until 
human  nature  is  changed — war  will  always  be  be- 
cause war  has  always  been,  and  the  only  way  to  win 
a  war  is  to  fight  and  slay  to  the  bitter  end  just  as 
our  stone-age  forebears  fought. 

But  the  discovery  is  here,  just  the  same.  It  is 
the  alternative  to  war,  the  substitute  for  coercion  with 
brute  force. 

In  reality  it  is  not  a  discovery  at  all.  It  is  only 
the  discovery  that  an  old  and  well-tried  force  may 
be  used  in  a  far  wider  field.  The  telegraph  had 
long  worked  on  land  before  men  saw  it  could  bridge 
the  oceans  and  girdle  the  earth  with  a  flash.  The 
force  which  is  now  ushering  in  a  new  era  has  been 
used  by  all  other  society,  operating  within  more  or 
less  limited  areas  of  contacts,  for  thousands  of  years. 
Now  the  society  which  is  composed  of  nations  is  to 
use  it,  now  it  is  to  pass  all  frontiers,  cross  all  seas, 
culminate  in  one  great  circle  that  includes  the  world. 

Nor  is  it  actually  a  new  world  that  is  coming. 
The  new  world  the  law  had  made  operating  through 
the  propensities  of  the  race  was  already  here.  It 
existed  in  the  realities  of  life  among  the  peoples. 
They  had  no  wish  for  war,  saw  no  need  of  war,  were 
thinking  not  in  terms  of  enemies,  or  remote  strangers, 
or  foreigners  who  must  be  barbarians  because  for- 
eigners and  therefore  their  natural  foes.    All  this 
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was  far  behind  them.  They  were  thinking  in  terms 
of  neighbours,  customers,  friends  who  lived  on  the 
other  side  of  seas  of  late  very  narrow  or  across 
frontiers  more  or  less  imaginary.  It  was  the  old 
world  only  in  its  political  institutions,  and  these 
mixtures  of  ancient  traditions  and  modern  hunger 
for  power  breathed  the  spirit  of  the  middle  ages. 
Now  the  realities  of  life  are  to  be  extended  to  the 
world's  governing  system — that,  too,  must  be  real, 
not  artificial,  must  be  modern,  not  feudal,  must  con- 
form to  law,  not  defy  the  law.  In  a  civilised  world 
the  governing  system  of  the  world  must  be  civilised. 

The  great  discovery  the  war  has  given  is  the  prac- 
ticable way  of  doing  this,  and  it  is  a  discovery  which 
makes  the  war  worth  all  its  cost. 


CHAPTER  XVI 

THE  WORLD  A  NEIGHBOURHOOD  OF  NATIONS 

THE  physical  effects  of  the  war  are  mere  passing 
things,  here  to-day,  gone  to-morrow.  That  which 
will  stay,  and  bring  forth  much  fruit  through  the 
centuries,  is  its  effect  upon  the  minds  of  men.  This 
is  why  Germany  has  lost  and  Civilisation  has  won. 
Most  of  the  physical  effects  have  seemed  to  be  in 
Germany's  favour.  These  will  vanish  in  a  night. 
All  the  mental  and  moral  effects  have  been  against 
her.  These  will  long  endure  and  dominate  the 
earth. 

It  was  the  plot  of  the  masters  of  the  tribe  to  con- 
quer the  world  piecemeal — one  or  two  nations  at  a 
time,  and,  with  steadily  augmenting  power,  eventually 
all  nations.  They  dared  this  because  it  was  a  piece- 
meal world.  Had  they  foreseen  the  effect  they  would 
not  have  dared.  For  the  effect  is  a  unity  of  the 
world's  great  peoples  hitherto  undreamed  of.  It  is 
no  longer  a  piecemeal  world. 

There  is  a  new  spirit  of  brotherhood  among  all 
the  peoples  menaced  by  the  common  danger,  assem- 
bled in  the  common  defence.  Men  and  women  the 
world  over  think  less  than  ever  before  in  terms  of 
nationalism,  more  than  ever  in  terms  of  a  common 
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cause,  common  standards  of  right,  common  right  to 
peace  and  security. 

The  international  comradeship  of  the  front  is 
backed  by  an  international  comradeship  at  home  such 
as  the  race  never  before  knew.  After  this  no  one 
can  imagine  such  a  thing  as  these  comrades  of  many 
races  and  nations  fighting  against  one  another  about 
anything.  In  any  great  emergency  of  the  future  no 
one  can  imagine  such  a  thing  as  their  failure  to 
stand  again  together. 

Millions  of  minds  have  realised  these  obvious 
truths :  Ours  is  no  longer  a  world  of  isolated  nations 
but  a  community  of  peoples,  intimate  and  interde- 
pendent in  their  relationships,  neighbours  in  a  world 
neighbourhood  wherein  all  have  the  same  concern 
for  the  preservation  of  order,  law,  justice.  For  the 
first  time  in  history  there  is  a  wellnigh  universal 
concept  that  a  wrong  to  one  people  is  a  wrong  to  the 
community  of  peoples. 

The  war  has  caused  people  to  realise  the  sort  of 
world  their  world  had  come  to  be.  Instead  of  the 
old  congeries  of  independent  and  rival  states  the 
world  is  now  a  social  organism,  the  nations  within 
it  mere  units  of  the  mass.  As  an  organism  it  must 
have  form,  organisation,  it  must  have  a  will,  it  must 
have  power  to  work  its  will,  power  to  protect  and 
preserve  itself. 

It  must  not  further  drift  along  in  the  old  system 
of  rivalries,  every  national  unit  law  unto  itself,  its 
own  judge,  sheriff  and  executioner,  limited  and  re- 
strained only  by  its  will  or  its  fears,  behind  every 
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dispute  the  covert  threat  of  armed  force.  The  prog- 
ress of  the  race  has  been  largely  won  by  limiting 
the  power  of  the  few  and  of  the  inferior  to  do  harm, 
by  increasing  the  power  of  the  many  or  the  superior 
to  do  good.  But  the  piecemeal  system  gave  the 
worst-motived  nation  power  to  fix  the  type  of  civili- 
sation and  drag  their  betters  down  to  it.  It  enabled 
a  dozen  criminals,  whose  identity  still  is  a  mystery, 
to  meet  in  a  room  at  Potsdam  and  plunge  the  race 
into  the  greatest  catastrophe  it  ever  knew! 

That  this  sort  of  thing  must  no  more  be,  that 
over  the  world  community  there  must  be  some  power 
of  restraint  and  control  for  the  common  good,  is 
a  widespread  thought.  Thus  the  idea  of  a  league 
of  nations  has  taken  deep  root.  It  is  an  old  idea, 
had  its  origin  long  before  Kant,  the  German,  advo- 
cated it  more  than  a  century  ago,  it  has  since  had 
innumerable  apostles.  Recently  discussion  of  it  and 
agitation  for  it  have  taken  a  wide  range. 

But  while  the  discussion  and  agitation  were  under 
way  events  were  forming  a  league  of  nations.  It 
exists  to-day.  It  is  the  product  of  the  war.  More 
than  a  score  of  nations,  representing  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  earth's  peoples,  are  in  it.  As  yet  it 
lacks  a  name,  lacks  form.  But  it  exists  because  it 
lives  in  the  newly  aroused  will  of  the  peoples.  The 
name  does  not  much  matter,  the  form  is  of  small 
significance.  As  long  as  the  will  of  the  superior, 
masterful  peoples  of  the  world  is  in  it  there  will  be 
vitality,  substance,  life.   It  needs  only  function. 

Many  eminent  men  have  been  and  still  are  seep- 
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tical  of  the  practicability  of  attaining  this  unity 
among  the  nations.  They  have  made  the  mistake  of 
dwelling  too  much  upon  tradition  and  formalism,  the 
mistake  of  taking  government  as  their  model  and 
motive.  They  have  foreseen  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
bringing  about  an  "international  government,"  or  a 
"super-national  government,"  or  a  "republic  of  the 
world"  or  "parliament  of  nations."  The  difficulties 
of  making  treaties  which  involve  surrender  of  inde- 
pendence, assigning  voting  power  to  units,  forming 
boards,  tribunals. 

They  have  tried  to  do  too  much,  far  more  than 
is  necessary.  Actual  international  government,  in- 
volving surrender  of  independence,  is  not  required. 
Entangling  alliances,  affrighting  American  tradition- 
alists, are  not  required.  Elaborate  machinery,  for- 
midable obligations,  are  not  required. 

A  new  state  of  world  mind  rather  than  a  new 
political  status  was  needed,  and  the  world  war  has 
created  that  new  state  of  world  mind. 

Cooperation,  not  government,  is  the  key  that  opens 
the  door  to  the  new  international  era. 

Cooperation  is  the  essence  of  society;  in  modern 
life  it  is  the  master  principle,  everywhere  operating. 
The  organic  law  has  made  it  so.  Every  social  unit 
must  have  contacts.  That  every  unit  must  volun- 
tarily join  with  other  units  in  preservation  of  order 
and  security  within  the  area  of  contacts  is  the  uni- 
versal obligation,  the  universally  implied  social  con- 
tact. It  is  a  duty  which  no  unit  may  escape.  Self- 
interest  commands  performance. 
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This  natural  will  to  cooperate  is  higher  than  gov- 
ernment; government  is  merely  its  product,  its 
instrument.  It  may  exist  without  the  form  of  gov- 
ernment. In  millions  of  communities  it  has  worked 
as  a  power  of  restraint  and  control  where  actual 
government  was  absent.  Wherever  a  new  commun- 
ity springs  up,  mining,  agricultural,  whatsoever,  on 
the  outskirts  of  civilisation,  the  principle  of  coopera- 
tion at  once  leaps  into  life  and  action.  It  precedes 
government  and  ever  remains  more  potent  than  gov- 
ernment itself.  The  vitality  of  it  is  simply  the  will 
to  cooperate  for  the  common  good ;  and  the  universal 
instrument  of  its  power  is  that  which  the  law  pro- 
vides— the  control  of  well-being  through  operation  of 
the  right  to  associate  or  not  to  associate. 

In  all  the  activities  of  modern  life,  in  the  com- 
mercial, industrial,  financial  world,  the  whole  range 
of  enterprise  and  thrift,  the  spirit  of  cooperation  is 
dominant.  Men  engaged  in  a  given  field  invariably 
cooperate  even  while  they  compete.  Cooperation  is 
international,  it  crosses  all  frontiers,  bridges  all 
oceans,  reaches  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  earth, 
establishes  business  codes,  standards  of  commercial 
honour.  It  has  made  that  wonderful  product  of 
our  modern  era,  commercial  credit,  almost  as  liquid, 
standard  and  universal  as  the  pressure  of  the  air. 

In  none  of  these  modern  international  circles  of 
association — production,  manufacturing,  mining,  im- 
port and  export,  transport,  shipping,  railroads,  bank- 
ing, credit,  lending  and  borrowing — is  there  actual 
government,  only  the  voluntary  will  to  cooperate,  the 
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common  sense  wish  to  act  together  for  the  good  of 
all  concerned.  If  any  refuses  to  cooperate,  or  vio- 
lates the  standards,  he  is  ostracised,  isolated,  disci- 
plined. The  work  of  the  world  had  thus  found  the 
way  to  solve  its  own  problems,  play  fairly  its  game 
by  the  rules  itself  made,  without  antagonisms,  with- 
out violent  coercions,  without  effort  to  strike  down 
competitors,  without  wars,  without  crimes,  without 
even  ruinous  rivalries.  It  was  getting  on  very  well 
in  its  own,  its  naturally  evolved  way,  until  the  old 
political  system  of  armed  compulsion  seized  it  and 
drew  it  into  the  bloody  torrent. 

Is  there  any  reason  under  the  skies  why  govern- 
ments should  not  now  take  a  leaf  out  of  this  great 
book  of  human  experience?  Any  reason  why  gov- 
ernments should  not  be  rational  units  of  their  circle 
of  association?  Why  they  should  not  only  drop 
crime  and  coercion  as  a  method,  but  cooperate  in  the 
suppression  of  the  system  of  crime  and  coercion? 
Why  governments  should  not  be  good  citizens  of  the 
community  in  which  they  live,  voluntarily  establish- 
ing a  common  system  of  restraint  and  control  for 
the  common  welfare? 

It  is  not  new  alliances  that  are  wanted,  not  a  per- 
petuation of  groupings  of  antagonisms — of  that  the 
world  has  had  more  than  enough — but  the  one  final 
group,  the  community,  the  world  organism  which 
banishes  the  old  system  of  unit  antagonisms — the 
ultimate  alliance  of  all  units  in  the  one  all-inclusive 
circle  of  association  which  the  law  ordains.  The 
man  who  wants  the  old  system  of  nationalism  su? 
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preme  after  this  war,  and  who  scouts  the  sort  of  in- 
ternationalism which  the  war  has  shown  the  world 
must  have,  simply  wants  the  world  to  be  feudal,  a 
system  of  baronies,  lords  of  the  national  castles. 

This  war  compelled  the  order-loving  peoples  to 
get  together  to  meet  a  great  crisis.  It  has  shown 
them  that  if  another  crisis  should  come  they  will 
have  to  get  together  again.  And  it  finally  must  have 
taught  them  that  now  being  together  they  should 
stay  together  in  a  permanent  coordination  of  their 
rights  and  powers  to  prevent  the  coming  of  like 
crises  in  the  future. 

Such  a  society  may  be  at  once  formally  constituted 
by  a  simple  pledge  of  each  unit  to  work  henceforth 
with  the  others,  without  obligation  as  to  the  precise 
manner  in  which  they  are  to  work.  Each  unit  may 
retain  its  independence,  manage  its  own  affairs  as  it 
likes  as  long  as  it  does  not  interfere  with  exercise 
of  like  right  by  its  neighbours.  Each  may  be  master 
in  his  own  house,  but  in  his  outward  contacts  must 
bow  to  the  established  standards  of  conduct. 

The  vital  tiling  is  the  will  to  act  together.  If  this 
exists,  all  questions  of  organisation,  methods,  proc- 
esses may  be  safely  left  to  work  themselves  out  in 
experience,  to  adapt  themselves  to  any  and  every 
particular  occasion  according  to  its  character  and 
circumstances.  No  matter  what  the  form,  name, 
method,  no  matter  how  solemn  the  covenants,  if 
this  will  be  lacking  the  coordination  will  end  in 
failure. 

This  will  to  cooperate  now  dominates  all  peoples, 
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it  should  move  their  governments.  Nations  should 
proceed  at  once  to  discharge  their  obvious  obligations 
as  units  of  world  society,  to  constitute  the  world 
social  organism,  the  trusteeship  of  civilisation.  The 
war  has  cleared  the  way,  the  war  has  made  it  a 
necessity.  , 

The  future  life  and  efficiency  of  such  a  league  of 
nations  will  depend  largely  upon  the  power  or  "sanc- 
tion" with  which  it  undertakes  its  mission.  If  this 
power  be  in  harmony  with  the  realities  of  modern 
life,  if  it  be  so  efficient  in  prevention  that  punishment 
is  not  likely  to  become  necessary,  if  it  be  a  power  that 
will  automatically  draw  in  all  the  best  of  world  life 
and  steadily  augment  its  strength,  if  it  moulds  the 
character  of  the  world  community  into  unconscious 
conformance  and  law-abiding  rather  than  law-obey- 
ing through  sheer  fear  of  penalties,  an  emergency 
calling  for  its  interposition  may  never  arise. 

Such  a  power  is  granted  by  the  organic  law.  The 
mere  existence  of  a  world  trusteeship,  thus  equipped 
and  with  the  known  determination  of  the  master 
peoples  to  use  the  power,  will  produce  everywhere  in 
the  community  an  unconsciously  acquiescent  state  of 
mind,  compliance  as  the  vast  majority  of  men  every- 
where obey  law  and  conform  to  the  standards  which 
surround  them,  without  thought  of  doing  other. 

This  Covenant  of  Cooperation  will  thus  become  a 
true  altruistic  absolutism,  the  social  law  of  gravita- 
tion, which  must  be  obeyed. 

It  will  be  the  new  system,  and  it  will  replace  the 
old  system. 
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But  recent  events  and  the  shadows  they  have 
thrown  upon  the  future  make  it  imperative  that  if 
there  is  to  be  a  society  of  nations  which  is  to  live 
and  bear  the  fruit  the  world  yearns  for,  it  must  be 
a  society  which  wields  a  greater  power  than  that  of 
militarism — a  power  so  great  that  it  may  destroy 
militarism  root  and  branch. 


CHAPTER  XVII 


THE  OLD  POWER  CANNOT  MAKE  A  NEW  WORLD 

IT  is  settled  that  the  piecemeal  world  has  passed, 
never  to  return.  It  is  settled  that  in  some  form 
there  is  to  be  a  coordination  of  nations — it  already 
exists.  An  effort  is  to  be  made  to  create  a  true 
social  organism  of  the  world  community,  an  organ- 
ism which  functions  as  a  living  thing. 

But  it  must  have  Power :  Power  to  maintain  world 
peace  and  order;  to  command  conformance  of  parts 
to  established  standards;  to  discipline  and  punish 
offenders.  Power  to  establish  side  by  side  in  world 
polity  the  fundamental  reciprocals  which  are  indis- 
pensable to  equilibrium : 

The  welfare  of  the  organism  is  above  that  of  any 
unit; 

A  wrong  to  any  member  is  a  wrong  to  the  com- 
munity. 

Power  to  carry  the  world  safely  through  the  period 
of  transition  from  the  old  era  to  the  new. 

The  crucial  question  is,  What  shall  that  Power  be  ? 
Till  now  every  proposal  of  a  society  of  nations  has 
involved  military  power  as  its  chief  instrument. 

This  is  a  proposal  that  militarism  be  wholly  abol- 
ished and  that  control  of  intercourse  and  opportunity 
be  put  in  its  place. 
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And  this  is  a  declaration  that — 

This  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  world's  Problem 
can  be  solved — that  this  Power  should  be  erected  now 
as  the  means  of  ending  this  war — that  anything  fall- 
ing short  of  this  is  a  compromise  sure  to  end  in 
failure,  is  not  a  solution. 

The  world's  great  aim  is  to  abolish  war — Never 
Again  by  Anybody.  This  can  be  done  only  by 
abolishing  militarism.  The  only  way  to  abolish  mili- 
tarism is  to  abolish  it.  Shifting  it  about  does  not 
end  it.  Making  a  community  militarism  superior  to 
any  unit  militarism  does  not  end  it  You  cannot  both 
end  militarism  and  keep  it — eat  your  cake  and  have  it. 

Without  doubt  the  masters  of  Germany  would 
to-morrow  be  glad  to  join  a  society  of  nations  in 
which  militarism  was  to  be  the  chief  power.  How 
long  would  such  an  arrangement  stand,  how  success- 
ful would  be  its  career? 

The  society  can  have  no  military  power  of  its 
own  direct  creation.  It  must  rely  upon  the  forces 
contributed  by  unit  members.  To  be  able  to  con- 
tribute, the  units  must  be  armed.  If  each  is  to  re- 
main armed,  is  it  practicable  to  disarm?  Or  even  to 
limit  the  extent  of  the  armament?  Is  it  practicable 
to  guard  against  trickery,  evasion,  treachery,  or,  what 
is  equally  bad,  the  suspicion  of  it?  And  if  this  or 
that  nation  were  found  derelict,  would  the  world 
plunge  itself  into  another  great  war  to  discipline  the 
offender? 

In  such  a  society  of  nations  the  master-criminals 
would  revel.    They  would  look  upon  it  as  the  most 
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convenient  of  cloaks  under  which  to  get  back  into 
world  fellowship  and  opportunity  to  do  what  they 
pleased  as  soon  as  they  had  recovered  their  strength. 

From  the  outset  confidence  would  be  lacking,  sus- 
picion would  be  rife,  the  society  would  sooner  or 
later  collapse.  If  the  world  community  of  the  future 
depends  upon  militarism  as  its  chief  instrument  the 
outcome  will  be  simply  the  old  system  over  again. 

Before  this  war  a  world  community  equipped  with 
such  a  power  might  have  been  practicable,  though 
difficult.  But  not  now.  Not  after  the  experiences 
of  the  past  four  years.  Not  after  all  these  revelations 
of  Teutonic  criminality  and  persistence  in  crime. 
Not  after  the  terrorism  of  these  barbarians  has  filled 
civilisation  with  a  universal  and  enduring  tradition 
of  hatred  and  fear — a  tradition  that  will  survive  and 
dominate  the  mind  of  the  world  as  long  as  the 
brigand  has  a  weapon  in  his  pocket. 

It  will  be  the  same  whether  Germany  does  or  does 
not  become  a  member  of  the  community.  If  she 
stays  outside,  armed,  she  is  an  open  enemy.  If  she 
be  admitted,  and  is  armed,  no  one  will  place  trust  in 
her,  no  one  will  know  at  what  moment  she  may  turn 
from  membership  to  murder. 

The  reasoning  is  in  a  circle :  As  long  as  Germany 
is  armed  the  world  must  be  armed.  As  long  as  the 
world  is  armed  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  Germany 
being  armed.  As  long  as  Germany  is  armed  there  is 
no  real  peace,  a  league  of  nations  would  be  a  farce, 
the  old  system  persists,  the  world  Stands  Still. 

There  is  no  escape  from  this  circle  that  binds  and 
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confines  the  future  except  by  smashing  it:  Smash  it 
by  a  decree  of  civilisation  that  neither  the  world  nor 
the  tribe  is  to  go  armed  hereafter,  that  both  must 
disarm,  that  this  is  the  sort  of  world  the  world  is 
determined  to  have,  and  that  any  nation  refusing  to 
become  part  of  such  a  world  has  no  rightful  place 
in  the  world's  intercourse  and  privileges. 

If  such  a  decree  were  issued — sometime  it  must  be 
issued — and  Germany  were  to  refuse  conformance, 
that  could  have  no  other  meaning  than  intent  to  be 
enemy  to  the  world  and  to  attack  the  world  again  at 
the  first  favourable  opportunity. 

In  such  event  the  world  would  be  forced  to  remain 
militaristic,  an  armed  camp,  the  type  of  our  civilisa- 
tion would  be  dragged  down  to  the  level  of  its  lowest 
component  part. 

But  precisely  the  same  result  will  follow  if  the 
world  attempts  to  delude  itself  with  the  notion  that 
it  can  abolish  militarism  with  militarism.  The  same 
result  will  follow  if  the  world  enters  into  any  cove- 
nant whatsoever  with  Germany  that  leaves  Germany 
an,  armed  power. 

The  sort  of  world  we  are  to  have  for  a  long  time 
to  come,  the  type  and  character  of  our  civilisation, 
depend  upon  the  effectiveness  and  perpetuity  of  the 
society  of  nations  called  into  existence  by  the  great 
crime;  and  the  efficiency  and  life  of  that  society 
depend  upon  the  instrument  or  power  with  which 
it  sets  out  to  perform  its  mission. 


CHAPTER  XVIII 


THE  FORCE  THAT  MADE  THE  WORLD  CAN  RULE  IT 

IS  control  of  intercourse  and  the  opportunity  which 
intercourse  brings  an  available  Power  for  the  society 
of  nations?  Is  it  an  adequate  substitute  for  armed 
force?    Is  it  a  reality,  or  only  a  vision? 

If  it  were  a  newly  invented  thing,  untried  on  so 
vast  a  scale,  scepticism  would  be  inevitable.  But  it 
is  as  old  as  society  itself.  It  made  society.  It  made 
civilisation.  It  has  been  at  work  all  about  us.  It 
is  at  work  every  hour  right  under  our  eyes.  It  is 
the  universal  social  instrument  for  compelling  con- 
formance to  established  standards,  and  such  con- 
formance is  the  very  essence  of  all  human  associa- 
tion in  ordered  life. 

We  do  not  see  it,  realise  its  power,  because  we 
conform.  We  conform  unconsciously,  as  a  matter 
of  habit.  But  he  who  refuses  to  conform,  who  re- 
bels, offends  the  code  and  the  public  opinion  behind 
the  code,  sees  it  quickly  enough.  In  tears  and  re- 
pentance he  beholds  the  power  which  he  has  chal- 
lenged. It  is  thus  the  first  realisation  of  the  opera- 
tion of  organic  law  in  the  international  field  is  by  the 
criminal  who  has  defied  the  law  and  who  faces  its 
penalties. 
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It  is  well  worth  our  while  to  ask  how  this  omnip- 
otent power,  this  law  of  association,  came  into  the 
world.  It  began  perhaps  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
years  ago.  A  few  men,  still  half-brute,  wished  to 
live  together  in  some  sort  of  relationship,  as  their 
animal  forebears  herded.  Instinct  and  experience 
taught  them  they  could  herd  only  with  some  sort  of 
fair  play,  even  the  animals  having  that.  To  get 
security  and  the  comfort  of  security  they  must  give  it. 
If  one  killed  or  robbed  a  neighbour  another  neigh- 
bour might  kill  or  rob  him.  It  is  trite  to  say  the 
Golden  Rule  was  the  first  social  law,  that  through  all 
time  it  has  been  the  one  universal  statute,  that  the 
Golden  Rule  and  civilisation  were  born  together,  are 
inseparable,  neither  can  exist  without  the  other. 

Trite,  but  this  is  an  hour  when  man  will  do  well 
to  find  some  early  and  imperishable  principle  to  plant 
his  unsteady  feet  upon.  He  should  realise  that  all 
his  progress  has  been  through  a  widening  of  the 
area  in  which  this  first  law  held  sway.  At  first  it 
was  only  family,  tribe,  neighbourhood,  at  length  a 
nation,  a  people.  The  eternal  question  has  been, 
Who  are  the  Others?  That  is  the  real  thing  involved 
in  this  great  conflict,  and  the  answer  is :  All  the  peo- 
ple in  the  world  are  now  the  "others"  of  the  law. 
This  is  what  makes  the  war  the  greatest  thing  that 
ever  happened.  The  inclusive  area  henceforth  must 
be  worldwide,  no  criminal  must  have  power  to  break 
it  up. 

The  responsibility  of  the  world's  statesmen  of  this 
critical  hour  is  to  see  that  the  great  circle  comes,  and 
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comes  equipped  with  power  to  preserve  itself.  To 
meet  this  responsibility  they  should  fully  understand 
the  law  whose  agents  they  must  be.  They  should 
know  that  from  the  beginning  work  and  the  rewards 
and  conditions  of  work  have  been  the  force  supreme 
in  all  human  society.  They  have  from  the  first  been 
masters  of  human  destiny,  they  are  to-day  the  masters 
more  than  ever  before. 

Learned  sociologists  tell  us  the  best  explanation 
they  can  give  of  our  civilisation  is  that  it  was  made 
by 'man's  inventions.  They  divide  history  into  eras 
bearing  the  name  of  the  chief  mechanical  instruments 
or  processes  of  the  time.  But  they  do  not  tell  us  why 
man  made  these  inventions.  They  admit  the  me- 
chanical explanation  is  only  proximal,  that  there  must 
be  some  deeper  key  to  the  secret  of  man's  wonderful 
advance  from  savagery  to  his  present  state,  but  they 
have  not  given  us  such  a  key. 

It  is  of  peculiar  importance  at  this  juncture  to  find 
that  key.  Is  it  not  here?  Man's  first  social  lesson 
was  fair  play.  He  could  not  seize  from  others  that 
which  they  had  and  he  wanted,  but  must  give  work 
or  the  product  of  work  for  it.  As  one  excelled  in 
fishing  and  another  was  more  skilful  in  the  chase 
they  exchanged  the  fruits  of  their  efforts.  Well- 
being  only  through  service  was  thus  inevitably  fol- 
lowed by  division  of  labour;  and  with  these  two  prin- 
ciples established,  man  started  on  his  long  road  for- 
ward. 

The  value  of  service  was  fixed  by  the  appraisal  of 
others,  by  what  they  would  give  for  it.    The  greater 


90 


THE  FORCE  SUPREME 


the  service  as  thus  appraised  the  greater  the  reward, 
the  more  comfort,  content,  satisfaction,  success.  Suc- 
cess depended  not  alone  upon  individual  effort  but 
upon  the  opinion  of  others  as  to  the  worth  of  the 
effort.  Man  could  not  live  to  himself  alone,  he  was 
dependent  upon  the  approving  intercourse  and  deal- 
ings of  his  fellows. 

Competition  in  service,  rivalry  in  usefulness,  in- 
evitably appeared  through  eagerness  for  reward. 
Minds  were  stimulated,  wits  sharpened,  brains  en- 
larged, to  improve  range  and  quality  of  service. 
Skill  and  ingenuity,  inventiveness,  developed.  Thus 
came  the  rude  handicrafts,  arts,  inventions,  in  the 
fulness  of  time  all  the  wonderful  paraphernalia  of 
our  modern  life.  But  it  was  far  more  than  a  mere 
material  development.  Throughout  the  whole  vast 
process  the  skein  of  the  law  spun  itself,  upon  every- 
thing it  stamped  its  mark :  Within  the  circle  of  con- 
tacts success  only  by  service,  never  by  seizure;  com- 
petition but  no  coercion;  public  opinion  the  final 
arbiter;  fair  play  the  master  rule. 

What  has  this  to  do  with  the  world  war  or  the 
war  with  this?  Everything.  For  here  we  find  the 
origin  and  the  eternal  process  of  the  organic  law 
that  made  the  world  we  have,  that  tells  us  how 
this  world  came  to  be,  tells  us  the  sort  of  world  we 
must  have,  and  tells  us  how  to  get  it. 

It  is  time  for  the  mad  world  to  climb  out  of  the 
morass  and  get  upon  the  solid  ground  of  first  and 
simple  principles. 

All  men  have  aspired  to  well-being,  comfort,  sue- 
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cess.  It  was  to  be  found  only  in  service,  inter- 
course, work  favourably  appraised,  only  in  making 
effort  fit  the  prevailing  standard,  only  by  con- 
formance to  the  public  opinion  of  the  area  of  inter- 
course. Thus  the  general  appraisal,  the  judgment 
and  will  of  the  community,  became  sovereign  over 
work,  over  industrialism,  over  all  the  contacts  and 
associations  of  men.  It  fixed  social  and  moral 
standards  as  well  as  material  and  mechanical.  It 
demanded  certain  conduct  of  the  successful  worker 
as  well  as  certain  quality  in  his  workmanship. 

Well-being,  universally  sought,  was  dependent  upon 
the  whole  range  of  conformance  to  established  stand- 
ards. Well-being  became  indissolubly  united  to  being 
well-regarded.  Reputation  became  the  prime  social 
and  industrial  asset.  Moral  force,  the  pressure  of 
the  common  appraisal,  reached  the  very  roots  of  all 
human  will,  effort,  conduct. 

Public  opinion  within  every  circle  of  contact  regu- 
lated and  controlled  intercourse  between  the  units 
within  that  circle.  Success  could  be  won  only 
through  intercourse,  and  public  opinion  was  master 
over  unit  success.  The  welfare  of  the  whole  became 
superior  to  that  of  the  unit.  Units  who  failed 
through  usefulness  and  conformance  to  contribute 
to  community  welfare  were  deprived  of  reward. 
Injury  to  the  community  brought  penalty.  Overt 
enemies  within  the  community  were  denied  the  privi- 
leges and  opportunities  of  intercourse,  suffered  ex- 
clusion from  the  community,  decay  and  death. 

The  universal  impulse  to  win  success  by  service 
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as  appraised  by  others  found  its  inevitable  counter- 
part in  a  universal  impulse  to  participate  in  appraisal 
of  the  service  which  others  rendered.  This  universal 
impulse  to  help  shape  the  public  opinion  which  sat 
in  judgment,  and  help  make  the  standards  which  must 
be  bowed  to,  brought  democracy  into  being,  started 
the  never-ending  aspiration  of  the  race  to  equality 
of  opportunity  to  serve  and  equality  of  right  to 
appraise;  set  going  the  infinite  struggle  between 
privilege  entrenched  in  its  castles  of  the  past  and 
the  yeomen  of  the  fields  and  shops  ever  striving  to 
emancipate  their  present  and  their  future. 

This  war  is  a  part  of  that  ages-long  conflict.  It 
was  made  from  the  citadel  of  caste-power  in  plot 
to  perpetuate  that  power  by  seizing  mastery  over  the 
work  of  the  mass.  When  the  war  is  over  it  will  be 
found  that  the  great  democratic  masses  are  their  own 
masters,  masters  of  the  world  and  every  one  in  it, 
the  castes  included,  because  the  castes  have  unwit- 
tingly shown  them  what  they  should  have  known 
before — 

That  the  instrument  of  world  mastery  is  not  world 
wars  but  the  world's  work.  Work  made  the  world 
of  human  society,  made  morals,  made  standards, 
made  progress,  made  civilisation.  Work  rules  the 
race,  the  conditions  of  work  form  the  force  supreme. 

Nor  is  this  all  that  work  has  done.  It  set  man 
going  forward,  and  it  has  kept  him  going  forward, 
will  so  keep  him  to  the  end  of  time.  The  real  glory 
of  our  civilisation  is  not  its  mechanical  and  material 
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achievements,  splendid  as  these  are,  but  its  creation 
of  Altruism.    Work  did  that. 

From  the  doing  of  useful  service  solely  for  the 
material  reward  public  opinion  would  give  men  have 
come  to  finding  greater  content  and  satisfaction  in 
rendering  service  for  the  moral  reward  of  public 
approval  alone.  The  race  has  already  reached  a 
stage  of  evolution  in  which  being  well-regarded  is 
the  perfection  of  well-being,  in  which  a  mere  mate- 
rial accumulation  unaccompanied  by  service  to  others 
which  brings  that  regard  is  the  poorest  of  rewards, 
in  which  doing  everything  for  self  and  nothing  for 
others  is  the  greatest  of  failures  and  doing  much  for 
others  and  little  for  self  is  the  greatest  success,  in 
which  a  great  fortune  may  be  a  great  misfortune, 
in  which  the  Golden  Rule  has  been  expanded  to  doing 
for  others  that  which  others  cannot  do  for  you  or 
for  themselves,  in  which  the  most  intelligent  unselfish- 
ness is  the  most  intelligent  selfishness. 

And  in  the  midst  of  an  ascending,  perfecting  world 
like  this,  slowly  growing  better  through  the  magic 
power  of  its  daily  work,  sure  of  more  rapid  future 
progress,  a  criminal  tribe  lifts  its  mailed  fist  in 
wanton  selfishness  against  all  who  stand  in  its  way! 
A  tribe  whose  feudal  masters  drive  slaves  at  home 
and  would  seize  control  of  world  work  and  world 
streams  of  interchange  and  thrift  as  means  of  en- 
slaving the  world,  levying  tribute,  augmenting  their 
greedy  power. 

A  tribe  which  would  be  an  integral,  associating 
part  of  the  world  only  for  gathering  strength  with 
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which  to  assault  the  world.  A  tribe  which  would 
make  as  brutal  and  vulgar  as  possible  its  own  circle 
and  prey  upon  and  try  to  absorb  all  other  circles  into 
its  brutality  and  vulgarity.  A  tribe  which  would 
strike  down  the  Golden  Rule  and  set  up  the  sway  of 
Blood  and  Iron.  A  tribe  which  would  defy  the  or- 
ganic law  and  destroy  all  that  the  law  has  built. 

What  is  to  happen  to  this  tribe  must  by  now  be 
obvious.  And  the  instrument  with  which  the  inev- 
itable is  to  be  achieved  must  be  equally  clear. 


CHAPTER  XIX 

THE  PUNITIVE  POWER  THAT  PREVENTS 

IF  this  is  to  be  the  chief  Power  of  the  Society  of 
Nations,  how  shall  that  power  be  exercised?  Here 
again  safe  guidance  may  be  found  in  the  general 
social  experience.  Effective  there,  through  long  time 
and  under  all  sorts  of  conditions,  it  must  be  regarded 
as  a  reality,  not  as  a  dream. 

Primitive  man  expressed  his  disapproval  of  the 
co'nduct  of  a  neighbour  in  terms  of  physical  violence. 
But  modern  man  has  a  better  way.  If  a  neighbour 
runs  amuck  in  the  highway  he  defends  himself,  pro- 
tects his  own,  but  does  not  retort  in  kind.  He  gives 
the  offender  over  to  the  law,  but  does  not  cross  the 
street  and  shoot  the  derelict  neighbour's  kin  and 
burn  his  house  over  the  heads  of  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren. Instead,  he  withdraws  all  association,  social 
or  other,  till  the  offender  mends  his  ways  and  be- 
comes a  decent  member  of  the  community. 

If  one  neiglbour  alone  does  this  in  a  quarrel  the 
effects  may  be  small.  But  if  all  the  neighbours  do 
it  at  the  same  time,  if  the  community  does  it,  the 
effects  are  overwhelming.  It  is  at  first  social,  moral 
paralysis.  And  when  the  offender  is  dependent  upon 
the  good  will  and  dealings  of  neighbours  for  his 
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well-being,  it  may  be  economic  ruin.  Isolation  is 
superior  in  effectiveness  to  invasion — and  so  much 
more  easily  applied!  It  leaves  the  offender  these 
alternatives — he  may  reform  and  conform,  or  he  may 
seek  residence  in  some  other  community. 

This  is  what  is  already  happening  to  the  German 
tribe,  and  will  continue  till  that  tribe  is  disarmed  and' 
made  powerless.  The  tribe  cannot  exist  in  the 
world  community  if  the  community  fully  ostracises 
and  excludes  it.  Nor  can  it  leave  this  community 
that  left  it  and  find  refuge  elsewhere,  for  all  the 
world  is  the  community,  there  is  no  place  for  it  to  go. 
The  choice  is  between  reformation  and  suicide. 

The  second  part  of  the  universal  social  process,  in 
case  of  need,  is  through  formal  governmental  action. 
In  a  world  community  equipped  to  function  as  any 
self-preserving  social  organism  must  function,  the 
national  units  simply  coordinate  their  individual  right 
not  to  associate  as  individuals  do  in  all  other  com- 
munities. 

Governments  exercise  control  over  the  well-being 
of  constituent  units  in  a  variety  of  ways.  Murderers 
they  generally  execute,  end  all  intercourse  by  exter- 
mination. Other  criminals  they  lock  up,  withdraw 
them  from  intercourse.  Still  other  offenders  they 
lock  out  by  denying  them  licence  to  conduct  even  a 
legitimate  business  if  they  so  manage  it  as  to  make 
it  a  public  nuisance  or  menace — withdraw  intercourse 
from  them. 

An  essential  part  of  intercourse  is  use  of  the  privi- 
leges, highways,  means  of  communication  and  trans- 
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port  which  a  community  maintains  for  all  its  mem- 
bers in  good  standing,  and  for  none  other,  and  which 
generally  fall  under  the  direct  control  of  organised 
government.  Highways  are  not  for  highwaymen, 
the  high  seas  are  not  for  pirates,  postal  systems  are 
not  for  those  who  use  them  in  fraud  or  hurt  upon 
the  community.  Every  modern  industrial  nation, 
like  this  German  tribe — for  it  is  intensely  industrial 
when  not  busy  in  its  other  trade  of  brigandage — is 
wholly  dependent  upon  these  means  of  transport  and 
communication  for  maintenance  of  its  economic  life. 

Every  industrial  nation  is  in  effect  a  mail  order 
establishment.  The  head  of  the  greatest  mail  order 
house  in  the  world  was  asked  if  a  fraud  order  by 
the  Post  Office  against  his  firm  would  not  ruin  the 
business  in  six  months.  "Yes,"  he  replied,  "but 
instead  of  six  months  it  would  take  only  six  days! 
And  if  it  were  rescinded  after  six  hours  it  would 
take  us  six  years  to  recover  from  the  blow."  A 
world  fraud  order  against  the  criminal  tribe  would 
bring  more  sane  and  sober  thought  in  the  tribal" 
skull  than  the  hurling  of  an  army  across  the  Rhine. 

The  society  of  nations  need  not  attempt  the  physi- 
cal extermination  of  a  criminal  unit.  It  need  not 
maintain  the  great  police  power  needed  for  the  in- 
carceration of  a  nation.  It  can  neither  literally 
execute  nor  lock  up  a  great  people,  and  thus  with- 
draw them  from  intercourse. 

But  it  may  easily  lock  them  out,  withdraw  inter- 
course from  them.  It  may  refuse  association,  and 
fix  the  terms  upon  which  it  will  be  restored.    It  may 
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suspend  its  licence  to  an  unworthy  member  to  carry 
on  a  world  business  to  the  world's  hurt,  and  name 
the  terms  upon  which  it  will  revoke  the  suspension. 
This  is  not  war,  but  it  is  what  all  war  aims  at — 
mastery.  And  it  gives  a  mastery  more  quickly  at- 
tained, more  enduring  than  any  mastery  through 
physical  violence  alone. 

With  this  power  in  its  hands  world  society  may  do 
what  every  other  society  does — establish  an  automatic 
and  universal  system  of  hostages  over  its  component 
parts. 

It  is  the  same  hostage  which  every  man  in  the 
world  must  give  who  is  anybody  or  has  anything. 
The  more  he  is  or  has  the  more  compelling  the  host- 
age. All  he  is  or  has  or  hopes  for  is  hostage  to 
conformance,  to  obedience  to  law,  deference  to  pub- 
lic opinion,  observance  of  established  standards.  If 
he  offends,  he  pays  penalty,  he  forfeits,  may  lose  the 
great  asset  of  being  well  regarded,  reputation,  pros- 
perity, position,  success — all  a  life  of  effort  has  brought 
him. 

Nations  are  no  exceptions  to  the  universal  rule. 
No  individual  can  gain  success  if  because  of  offence 
to  society  he  is  shut  out  from  the  intercourse  and 
confidence  of  his  fellows.  No  nation  can  do  it,  no 
people.  Interchange,  inflow  and  outflow,  are  as 
necessary  to  its  life  as  air  to  breathe.  A  nation,  a 
people,  may  give  hostage  precisely  as  an  individual,  a 
corporation,  any  other  social  unit,  gives  it.  And  the 
German  tribe  are  now  discovering  that  they  have 
given  hostage. 
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Society's  unerring  theory,  evolved  through  ages  of 
experience,  is  that  by  this  system  of  hostages  strength 
and  conformance  are  developed  together.  The 
stronger,  more  successful  units,  with  greater  stake  to 
forfeit,  greater  interest  in  the  maintenance  of  com- 
munity stability  and  safety,  in  turn  exercise  restraint 
upon  less  advanced  units  within  their  sphere.  Thus 
there  is  a  widespread,  incessant  process  of  building 
up  from  the  bottom,  lifting  to  a  higher  level. 

This  is  the  gradual  evolution  of  character  which 
has  taken  place  in  all  social  experience.  Hostage  is 
necessary  at  first  only  to  set  in  motion  this  character- 
building  process.  For  once  the  period  of  transition 
is  safely  passed  the  mass  has  so  advanced,  in  a  myriad 
of  ways  society  so  effectively  exercises  its  natural 
powers  of  restraint  upon  the  less  advanced,  that  the 
character  of  the  community  itself  is  fixed,  law  pre- 
vails and  standards  are  observed  by  all  but  a  mere 
fringe  or  drab  of  unfortunates  without  numbers  or 
power  to  change  or  seriously  mar  the  integrity  of 
the  whole. 

This  is  precisely  the  system  which  the  world  now 
needs.  A  system  in  which  all  national  units  of  the 
world  community  automatically  give  such  hostage 
of  their  economic  prosperity  to  good  neighbourship 
in  the  community — a  hostage  which  to  law-abiding 
nations  is  of  no  consequence,  but  which  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  as  to  all  others,  if  others  there 
must  be. 

The  world  has  a  criminal  nation  in  its  midst.  Not 
now,  nor  for  years  to  come,  can  it  depend  upon 
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German  national  character  as  an  adequate  guarantee 
of  German  neighbourship.  But  it  may  take  hostage 
of  German  economic  life  and  wait  for  the  develop- 
ment of  a  safe  character  with  time. 

These  are  the  powers  and  these  the  processes  which 
have  brought  about  the  world  of  reality  we  now  live 
in — a  world  in  which  two  systems  are  striving  to 
exist  side  by  side  though  so  contradictory,  antagonistic, 
that  one  or  the  other  must  go,  the  superior  alone 
to  remain. 

There  is  the  naturally  developed  and  perfected 
social  system  using  this  great  regulatory  force  seated 
in  the  inherent  right  not  to  associate.  And  super- 
imposed upon  it  is  the  international  political  system 
inherited  from  ages  dead  and  gone,  using  physical 
force,  coercion  with  violence. 

All  social  entities — except  nations — rely  upon  moral 
force  alone  in  dealing  with  advanced  units,  reserving 
physical  force  for  a  mere  modicum  of  degeneracy. 

Nations — alone  of  all  social  entities — neglect  moral 
force  in  dealing  with  one  another,  and  in  the  final 
resort  rely  wholly  upon  coercion  with  physical  vio- 
lence— as  if  all  other  nations  were  criminals! 

All  social  entities — except  nations — use  physical 
compulsion  only  as  a  painful  duty,  and  then  as  merci- 
fully as  may  be. 

Nations  alone  make  the  brutality  of  coercion  with 
violence  a  leading  feature  of  their  institutions  and 
policies,  organise  it  into  a  great  machine,  and  when 
they  resort  to  it  make  it  as  cruel  and  terrible  as  it 
is  possible  to  make  it  by  a  combination  of  savage 
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ferocity  with  all  the  resources  of  modern  art,  science 
and  invention. 

All  other  social  units — except  nations — use  physical 
coercion  solely  for  the  general  good,  never  selfishly, 
use  it  even  for  the  ultimate  good  of  those  against 
whom  it  must  be  used,  use  it  protectively,  preven- 
tively. 

The  national  unit  alone  uses  physical  violence  for 
selfish  end,  for  profit,  for  aggrandisement,  for  seizure, 
for  striking  down  other  units — without  even  pretext  of 
the  merit  of  preventiveness  of  future  conflict  but  in 
knowledge  that  one  war  generally  leads  to  another, 
the  endless  chain  of  errors  or  crimes  which  has  held 
mankind  in  bondage  through  the  ages. 

The  universal,  naturally  evolved  social  system  is 
civilisation  itself,  the  other  is  a  mere  savagery  per- 
sisting a  thousand  years  beyond  its  time.  The  one 
embraces  the  realities  of  life,  the  other  is  a  monstrous 
fetich,  a  superstition,  which  can  make  itself  real  in 
the  world  of  to-day  only  by  seizing  the  work  of  the 
world  as  its  pawn  and  weapon. 

One  is  effective  and  efficient,  its  works  endure. 
The  other  is  epic,  at  times  heroic,  but  almost  always 
futile,  its  effects  are  fleeting,  and  the  little  it  seems 
to  achieve  has  in  the  end  to  be  referred  to  the  other 
for  final  adjudication,  or  be  done  over  again. 

This  war  is  to  decide  which  of  these  two  systems 
is  to  survive  and  rule  the  world  of  the  future.  Can 
any  man  doubt  the  outcome? 


CHAPTER  XX 


THE  POWER  THAT  COULD  HAVE  AVERTED  THIS  WAR 

NATURE'S  great  scheme  of  things  is  essentially 
one  of  Rewards  and  Punishments.  Conform  to  her 
laws,  and  enjoy  her  bounty.  Violate  them,  and  suf- 
fer penalty.  Society  is  a  part  of  nature,  follows 
her  example,  imitates  her  methods.  Both  the  reward 
for  conformance  and  the  punishment  of  defiance 
continue  long  after  the  acts  judged,  are  even  trans- 
mitted to  posterity  as  help  or  hindrance  in  the  strug- 
gle of  life. 

The  prime  aim  of  punishment  is  not  retribution, 
but  protection  through  prevention.  There  is  no  pro- 
tection, no  preventiveness,  in  punishment  which  ceases 
the  instant  the  offence  ceases. 

Him  who  violates  Nature's  laws  she  punishes  with 
illness,  incapacity,  suffering,  loss  of  well-being — and 
the  punishment  continues  long  after  the  violations 
have  stopped. 

Him  who  violates  her  codes  society  punishes  with 
ostracism,  loss  of  reputation,  suspension  of  inter- 
course and  opportunity  to  well-being — and  the  pun- 
ishment continues  long  after  the  offences  have 
stopped. 

Both  nature  and  society  use  the  principle  of  cumu- 
lative punishment  to  make  preventiveness  more  effec- 
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tive.  A  second  offence  is  more  serious  than  a  first. 
Repeated  social  offences,  though  only  misdemeanours 
in  the  code,  may  carry  the  offender  into  the  criminal 
class.  Damaged  reputations  cannot  be  immediately 
rehabilitated,  but  may  be  repaired  through  a  long  or 
short  period  of  probation.  Persistent,  wanton  injury 
to  society  brings  rigorous  and  cumulative  punish- 
ment, forfeiture  of  the  bond  or  hostage. 

If  the  world  of  nations  is  to  be  a  true  social  organ- 
ism it  must  itself  conform  to  organic  law.  At  the 
very  beginning  of  its  career  the  trusteeship  of  civili- 
sation should  formally  proclaim  its  purpose  to  use 
these  time-tried  principles  and  methods.  Any 
tempted  to  revolt  must  thus  be  made  to  know  before- 
hand the  nature  and  inevitability  of  the  penalty,  know 
that  the  punishment  in  some  form  must  run  on  after 
cessation  of  the  offence  or  until  the  community  re- 
quirements of  prevention  and  future  safety  shall 
have  been  fully  satisfied; 

Must  know  they  cannot  plunge  a  -world  into  woe 
to  suit  their  wanton  will  and  the  minute  they  choose 
to  be  good  again  find  immediate  welcome  back  into 
the  world's  fellowship  and  opportunities,  as  if 
nothing  had  happened; 

Must  know  that  the  greater  their  offence,  the  more 
hurtful,  the  more  persistent,  the  more  costly  its  sup- 
pression, the  greater  will  be  the  penalty,  the  longer 
the  period  they  must  remain  on  probation,  patiently 
demonstrating  through  reformation  their  right  to 
ultimate  rehabilitation. 

Is  this  an  effective,  international  power?    It  works 
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well  applied  to  individuals,  corporations,  all  minor 
social  units,  but  will  mighty  nations  bow  to  it? 

There  could  be  no  better  answer  than  the  obvious 
truth  that  if  in  July,  1914,  there  had  been  a  society  of 
nations,  equipped  with  this  power,  there  would  have 
been  no  world  war. 

Had  such  a  power  then  existed  it  could  have  been 
almost  instantly  called  into  action,  and  an  Ultimatum 
like  this  could  have  gone  by  cable  to  Germany  and 
Austria-Hungary : 

"You  must  not  do  this  thing.  If  you  do  it,  all  the 
nations  will  unite  in  resistance.  We  will  not  only 
use  our  military  powers  on  whatever  scale  necessary 
to  stop  you,  but  we  will  in  addition  shut  you  out  of 
world  intercourse,  markets,  access  to  materials,  use 
of  the  high  seas. 

"We  will  not  only  thus  isolate  and  ostracise  you 
while  you  are  making  war,  but  if  you  plunge  the 
whole  world  into  needless  conflict  we  will  continue 
your  isolation  during  a  period  of  probation  after  you 
have  stopped  making  war,  the  length  thereof  to  be 
fixed  by  the  extent  and  manner  of  your  aggression, 
your  persistency  therein,  and  the  adequacy  of  the 
guarantee  you  may  be  able  to  give  the  civilisation  for 
which  we  act  that  you  will  never  repeat  the  offence 
against  it." 

With  an  Ultimatum  like  this  staring  them  in  the 
face  the  masters  of  Germany  would  not  have  dared 
do  the  great  crime. 

They  would  not  have  done  this  foul  thing  had  they 
known  that  England  was  to  be  among  their  antago- 
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nists;  that  America  was  to  throw  her  invincible 
strength  against  them;  that  they  were  to  be  driven 
wholly  from  the  oceans;  that  it  was  not  France  and 
Russia  alone  they  must  fight,  not  merely  a  piecemeal 
world,  but  a  co-ordinated  world  equipped  with  a  re- 
sistless power  over  their  future ;  that  they  were  enter- 
ing upon  a  career  which  virtually  all  of  mankind  would 
regard  as  criminal,  and  deal  with  as  criminal;  that 
the  more  persistently  they  pursued  their  crime  the 
longer  it  would  take  them  to  get  back  into  world 
association. 

Even  the  militant,  arrogant,  vain,  self-confident, 
brigand  Germany  of  1914  would  not  have  dared  this 
war  could  its  masters  have  foreseen  the  half  of  what 
has  since  happened. 

And  this  is  a  power  which  may  be  so  used  that 
henceforth  ignorance  of  the  law  and  the  consequences 
shall  never  lure  to  crime.  It  is  a  power  which  may 
be  so  used  that  in  future  neither  Germany  nor  any 
other  nation  shall  have  the  physical  ability  to  menace 
civilisation  with  a  repetition  of  this  wrong. 


CHAPTER  XXI 


THE  POWER  THAT  CAN  DISARM  THE  NATIONS 

DISARMAMENT  of  Germany  is  necessary  to  the 
peace  and  progress  of  the  world.  Germany  cannot 
be  disarmed  if  other  nations  remain  armed.  Univer- 
sal, simultaneous  disarmament  is  therefore  the  only 
way.  Disarmament  has  been  a  dream  for  centuries — 
and  nothing  but  a  dream.  Never  has  there  been  a 
state  of  international  morality  in  which  it  was  practi- 
cable by  common  consent,  faith  and  covenants.  By 
such  means  it  is  now  less  practicable  than  ever  before. 

The  most  any  one  had  hoped  for  in  the  past  was 
the  creation  of  a  community  militarism  sufficiently 
strong  and  united  to  overcome  and  gradually  replace 
national  militarism,  and  on  completion  of  the  slow 
process  to  become  itself  useless  and  fade  away.  But 
this  has  been  made  impossible  by  the  great  war,  by 
the  animosities,  the  suspicions,  the  poison  it  has  placed 
in  the  world's  mind. 

So,  we  have  come  to  this:  Universal  disarmament 
is  more  than  ever  before  necessary  to  relieve  the 
world  of  the  dangers  of  the  old  system,  now  doubly 
dangerous,  and  of  the  great  burdens  of  maintaining 
that  system  added  to  the  enormous  debts  which  this 
crime  of  the  old  system  has  put  upon  the  backs  of 
the  peoples,  and  at  the  same  time  it  is  further  than  ever 
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before  from  attainment  by  any  means  hitherto  con- 
sidered. 

But  if  this  war  has  closed  the  old  road  to  progress, 
long,  doubtful,  difficult  as  it  might  have  proved,  it 
has,  fortunately,  disclosed  a  new,  more  direct,  more 
certain  pathway.  The  war  is  bringing  vividly  to  the 
mind  of  the  world  these  two  great  facts: 

The  world  community  is  a  social  organism,  and 
must  function  as  such. 

This  organism's  chief  Power  must  be  the  Power 
which  every  other  social  organism  has  effectively  em- 
ployed. 

The  world  social  organism  may  be  vitalised  and 
equipped  to  function  within  a  month,  if  the  world's 
leaders  so  will.  In  another  month  it  may  formally 
proclaim  the  sort  of  world  the  master  peoples  will 
henceforth  have.  It  is  to  be  an  unarmed  world.  All 
the  worn-out  tools  of  the  now  useless  obsolete  system 
are  to  be  sent  to  the  huge  scrap-heap  of  the  inferior 
and  discarded  things  which  a  forward-moving  world 
has  left  behind. 

This  decree  at  once  becomes  the  law  of  gravitation, 
an  absolutism  which  must  be  obeyed.  If  any  nation 
refuses  compliance,  declines  to  disarm,  its  refusal  can 
be  based  upon  but  one  motive.  It  cannot  wish  to  stay 
armed  for  defence  in  a  world  wherein  no  one  else 
is  to  be  armed,  therefore  it  wishes  to  be  armed  for 
attack.  This  makes  it  enemy  of  the  world,  and  the 
world  cannot  associate  with  it.  Hence  no  nation  will 
refuse,  because  refusal  is  moral,  social,  economic 
death. 
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It  is  not  enough  to  get  all  nations  within  the  pro- 
gressive plan — in  the  existing  unfortunate  state  of 
world  mind  this  crime  has  made  there  must  be  power 
not  only  to  guard  against  actual  treachery  but  power 
to  close  every  crevice  through  which  that  most  subtle 
of  poisonous  gases,  suspicion,  might  creep  and  pol- 
lute and  spoil  the  whole.  Such  safeguard  is  easily 
provided,  more  easily  now  than  ever  before. 

Modern  war  is  mechanical,  industrial,  chemical,  en- 
gineering. Formidable  war  can  now  be  made  only 
by  a  people  who,  like  the  Teutons,  are  both  warlike 
and  industrial.  In  preparation  for  modern  war  it 
is  not  enough  to  train  armies  of  fighting  men,  as  in 
the  old  era.  When  this  war  ends  every  important 
nation  will  have  millions  of  trained  soldiers,  could  at 
any  moment  within  the  next  ten  or  twenty  years  put 
huge  armies  in  the  field  without  training  recruits.  So 
far  as  man-power  is  concerned,  safeguard  against 
secret  preparation  for  war  is  futile. 

But  no  nation  can  prepare  for  war  without  accumu- 
lating vast  stores  of  materials  and  setting  great  in- 
dustries at  work  upon  their  fabrication  into  war  para- 
phernalia. To  disarm,  a  nation  need  only  stop  manu- 
facturing guns,  munitions,  machines,  accessories.  As 
long  as  its  war-industries  are  idle,  closed,  it  is  acting 
in  good  faith.  The  moment  it  opens  them  it  is  guilty 
of  bad  faith. 

To  this  simplicity  have  modern  conditions  brought 
the  means  of  detecting  treachery,  if  treachery  there 
should  be.  It  is  now  impossible  for  a  nation  to  make 
secret  preparation  for  war  on  a  serious  scale. 
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The  society  of  nations  would  of  course  require  dis- 
armament to  be  universal,  synchronous,  proportional, 
progressive,  by  all  military  states.  Supervision  would 
naturally  be  placed  with  a  permanent  International 
Disarmament  Commission.  This  body  would  by  stipu- 
lation maintain  its  expert  representatives  in  every 
country,  with  stipulated  right  of  access  to  all  manu- 
facturing plants,  all  avenues  of  information. 

Any  act  of  bad  faith  would  be  at  once  reported  to 
the  society  of  nations,  and  disciplinary  measures  would 
immediately  follow,  adapted  to  the  circumstances. 

And  how  easily  the  disciplinary  pressure  might  be 
applied  in  this  system,  how  rigorous  it  could  be  made 
in  case  of  dire  need! 

A  simple  warning  might  suffice.  If  sharper  action 
were  needed,  certain  international  privileges,  like  par- 
ticipation in  international  credit  and  exchange,  world 
postal  service,  telegraphs  and  cables,  might  be  with- 
drawn, temporarily  or  through  a  cumulative  period, 
with  most  serious  effect  upon  the  prosperity  of  the 
offender.  If  the  offence  were  persisted  in,  if  it  gave 
evidence  of  intent  to  commit  treachery  and  breach  of 
the  peace,  all  intercourse  might  be  suspended,  nation- 
als be  denied  access  to  other  countries,  imports  and 
exports  be  stopped. 

The  preventiveness  of  cumulative  punishment  could 
be  utilised  by  extending  the  suspensions  of  privileges 
through  a  period,  long  or  short  to  suit  the  case,  after 
cessation  of  the  offence. 

In  any  case  whatsoever  the  discipline  could  be  in- 
stantly applied.    It  could  be  applied  without  plunging 
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the  world  into  war,  without  throwing  the  whole  race 
into  a  convulsion,  without  rousing  all  the  savage  pas- 
sions of  peoples,  without  compelling  irrevocable  deci- 
sions in  the  heat  of  the  first  critical  hour,  without 
making  it  necessary  for  great  nations  to  suspend  rea- 
son and  in  a  fit  of  anger  destroy  bridges  behind  and 
before  them,  without  the  opening  of  Pandora  boxes 
of  troubles  and  complications  well  nigh  infinite. 

It  could  be  applied  without  invasion — by  every 
nation  staying  at  home  planted  squarely  upon  its  own 
rights  and  granting  to  every  other  nation  like  privilege. 
It  would  be  applied  not  by  rivals  for  power  or  profit, 
but  by  the  community  for  the  ultimate  good  of  all 
its  members,  the  offender  included — a  truth  which  the 
offender  himself  would  soon  see  because  there  would 
not  at  once  come  a  storm  of  armed  conflict  to  blind 
his  eyes. 

And  it  could  be  applied  with  such  trifling  cost  com- 
pared to  the  vast  outlay  of  actual  war! 

This  restraining  power  might  not  indeed  work  per- 
fectly if  its  use  were  to  become  necessary.  As  in  any 
blockade  there  are  adjacent  nations  through  which 
trade  might  surreptitiously  pass.  But  such  neighbour 
countries  would  not  now  be  mere  neutrals,  they  would 
not  be  cowed,  bullied,  afraid  of  their  lives;  they  would 
have  the  world  behind  them,  they  would  be  members 
of  the  community  and  interested  to  maintain  their  good 
standing  and  good  name  therein. 

Men  may  say  this  restraint  will  fail  because  the 
world  is  so  constituted  it  insists  upon  buying  where 
things  are  cheapest,  that  it  is  impossible  to  change 
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human  nature,  that  you  cannot  cut  down  the  trade 
of  another  without  cutting  down  your  own,  and  all 
that.  Which  is  equivalent  to  saying  the  world  is  so 
narrow,  petty,  greedy,  short-sighted  it  would  rather 
drive  a  good  bargain  for  to-day  than  have  a  good 
world  to  live  in  to-morrow  and  thereafter;  that  it 
would  rather  make  profit  through  trade  with  crimi- 
nals than  to  stop  them  being  criminals  by  locking 
them  out  of  trade ;  that  it  would  rather  have  the  lives 
of  millions  of  its  gallant  young  men  cut  off  than  to 
have  its  profits  temporarily  cut  down;  that  it  really 
enjoys  having  its  life  spiced  with  the  variety  of  alter- 
nation which  the  old  system  provides — first  a  genera- 
tion of  barter  with  your  enemies,  then  half  a  decade 
of  battering  out  their  brains  and  having  your  brains 
battered  out  by  them. 

But  it  is  no  longer  that  sort  of  world.  It  may  have 
been  such  once,  but  that  was  when  it  knew  no  bet- 
ter way.  Now  it  knows  the  better  way — it  has  learned 
or  is  fast  learning  its  lesson  through  blood  and  bit- 
terness, it  may  have  little  patience  with  the  placing 
of  petty  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its  great  forward 
march. 

With  the  disarmament  program  once  set  in  motion, 
is  it  likely  any  nation  will  turn  faithless  ?  Only  nations 
with  a  great  industrialism  can  make  formidable  mod- 
ern war.  A  nation  of  great  industrialism  cannot  exist 
without  worldwide  intercourse  and  opportunity.  No 
nation  may  have  these  without  the  permission  of  the 
world  community.    The  circuit  is  closed. 

Should  any  nation  be  tempted  to  the  madness  of 
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return  to  the  discarded  and  futile  system  of  war,  it 
must  stop  to  think  of  the  Hostage  it  has  given.  It 
would  stop  and  think  because  the  hostage  is  of  its  life. 
If  it  keeps  the  faith,  it  lives  and  prospers;  if  it  rebels, 
the  noose  may  be  put  about  its  neck. 

This  will  become  a  world  in  which  the  nation  that 
plots  war  plans  self-destruction,  and  knows  it.  It  will 
be  more  than  this — a  world  wherein  if  any  nation,  or 
this  tribe  again,  should  be  seized  of  the  mania  suicidal, 
it  shall  not  have  in  its  hands  the  weapon  with  which 
to  do  the  deed. 


CHAPTER  XXII 


"FREEDOM  OF  THE  SEAS"  THE  WORLD'S  HIGHWAY  TO 

THE  NEW  ERA 

IT  is  only  in  the  period  of  transition  from  the  era 
of  warlikeness  to  the  era  of  warlessness  that  the  world 
will  need  a  Power  of  restraint.  Once  the  new  era 
is  firmly  established  no  force  will  be  needed  to  compel 
nations  to  abstain  from  crime,  conformance  will  be 
unconscious,  a  matter  of  course.  Human  nature  will 
not  change,  it  will  be  the  same  old  nature,  intensely 
desiring  its  own  satisfactions,  but  using  so  much  more 
intelligence  in  its  wants  and  in  the  getting  of  them. 

In  the  earlier  years  of  the  period  of  change  there 
may  be  some  small  danger  of  reactions.  The  old 
system  will  die  hard.  There  are  classes  and  castes 
and  creatures  of  the  old  privilege  who  will  strive  to 
keep  the  breath  of  life  in  its  ugly  body.  Against  all 
such  possible  dangers  the  new  order  must  be  on  its 
guard. 

The  New  World  is  to  be  a  world  of  work,  not  of 
war.  Power  over  the  conditions  of  work  and  all  the 
products  of  work  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  peoples 
who  want  a  world  of  safety,  peace,  not  a  world  of 
danger,  fear  and  turmoil.  Theirs  is  the  organic  right 
of  the  final  appraisal,  this  is  the  rightful  power  of 
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the  superior  and  dominant  public  opinion  of  mankind. 
To  the  people  who  want  such  a  world  the  world  be- 
longs, and  this  Program  says  simply  that  they  shall 
immediately  proceed  to  take  possession  of  their  own 
and  henceforth  be  masters  of  it. 

The  oceans  belong  to  them  also,  like  the  lands  are 
their  inheritance  from  nature.  They  must  rule  these 
oceans.  The  seas  are  the  community's  great  highways. 
They  are  the  medium  which  more  than  any  other  physi- 
cal thing  have  enabled  the  world  to  become  the  inti- 
mate, interdependent  world  it  now  is.  The  seas  have 
done  much  to  make  the  world  we  have,  to  mould  and 
shape  it,  and  they  must  now  go  on  moulding  and 
perfecting  it. 

It  is  the  community  itself  that  must  have  mastery 
of  the  marine  highways,  not  one  nation  alone  nor  a 
group  of  nations,  even  if  that  would  be  a  mastery 
which  the  world  could  trust  to  wield  it  unselfishly. 
For  many  years  England  has  been  the  predominant 
power  upon  the  oceans,  and  to  her  everlasting  glory 
she  has  kept  the  seas  free  and  fair.  The  most  free 
trade  in  the  world,  as  all  men  know,  is  that  with  the 
British  Empire.  Germany,  the  newcomer  in  the  rival- 
ry of  world  enterprise,  for  generations  has  made  the 
utmost  of  that  freedom,  her  world  trade  rising  by 
leaps  and  bounds,  selling  more  to  the  English  than 
to  any  other  people,  her  goods  going  freely  to  every 
British  market,  her  ships  freely  entering  every  British 
port  in  open  competition  with  British  shipping. 

And  all  this  time  the  masters  of  the  tribe  were  plot- 
ting the  overthrow  of  the  empire  which  thus  held  open 
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for  them  the  door  of  opportunity.  It  is  no  secret 
that  this  war  was  really  started  as  a  means  of  getting 
at  the  throat  of  England — France  and  Russia  first, 
mastery  of  the  continent,  and  afterward  the  downfall 
of  the  empire  which  the  tribe  looked  upon  with  envy 
and  jealousy  most  intense.  It  was  a  conspiracy  to 
strike  down  with  foulness  the  hand  that  had  extended 
to  them  this  fair  play.  They  industriously  massed 
the  strength  acquired  through  this  magnanimity  for  an 
onslaught  which  was  to  destroy  and  supplant  the  giver. 

The  world  at  large  is  not  primarily  concerned  with 
England  or  her  future,  is  concerned  with  England  only 
as  part  of  itself.  But  instinctively  the  world  pauses 
to  think  what  the  Teuton  would  have  done  to  the  Briton 
in  all  these  years  of  rivalry  had  mastery  of  the  seas 
been  in  German  not  in  British  hands. 

And  the  world  shudders  when  it  further  thinks  of 
what  a  damnable  and  impossible  and  unlivable  world 
this  would  be  if  the  Teutons  were  able  to  extend  their 
brutal  and  greedy  system  of  organised  bossism  over 
the  ocean  highways  and  the  world  opportunities  the 
oceans  carry. 

Every  people  has  right  to  control  of  its  association. 
It  may  associate  or  not,  as  it  wills.  But  when  it  does 
associate  it  must  conform  to  the  standards  of  the  circle 
of  association  which  it  voluntarily  enters.  It  is  upon 
and  by  means  of  the  oceans  that  international  asso- 
ciations and  contacts  are  chiefly  effected. 

Here  upon  the  great  meeting  place  of  the  seas  is 
that  equality  of  right  and  of  opportunity  which  the 
race  has  aspired  to  through  all  the  centuries  of  prog- 
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ress.  Here  the  unification  of  our  modern  world  finds 
its  most  visible,  physical  expression.  Here  is  evi- 
dence of  that  reaching  out  for  the  favourable  appraisal 
of  useful  service,  the  incessant  expansion  of  thrift, 
which  through  all  time  has  tended  to  widen  circles 
of  contacts  and  make  the  whole  world  one.  Here  is 
seen  in  practical  operation  the  law  that  the  selfish- 
ness of  the  unit  must  give  way  to  the  general  good. 
Here  translated  into  action  is  the  work  of  the  world 
carried  on  in  the  spirit  of  fair  play,  obedience  to 
standards,  co-operation,  playing  the  game  according 
to  the  rules,  mutual  helpfulness  in  case  of  need,  the 
extinction  of  the  remote  foreigner  and  the  coming  of 
the  brother  man.    The  seas  epitomise  the  ages. 

It  is  here  the  community  power  of  restraint  is  first, 
most  naturally  and  most  effectually  exerted.  Mastery 
of  the  world's  highways  of  the  seas  is  mastery  over 
the  world's  association,  intercourse ,  opportunity.  The 
power  to  control  these  incessant  and  indispensable 
streams  of  sustenance  and  thrift  is  the  power  to  con- 
trol the  well-being  and  therefore  the  outward  contacts 
of  the  peoples  from  and  to  whom  the  streams  flow. 

This  power  it  is  not  only  the  community's  right  to 
wield,  but  its  duty.  It  is  more  important  to  use  it  in 
suppressing  piracy  by  great  nations  than  to  use  it  in 
suppressing  piracy  by  small  bands.  It  is  more  im- 
portant to  so  use  it  as  to  prevent  the  destruction  of 
peoples  than  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  ships.  More 
important  to  so  use  it  as  to  make  the  whole  world 
safe  than  to  make  hulks  and  cargoes  and  profits  safe. 
More  important  to  suppress  the  plague  of  war  upon 
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the  continents  than  to  check  the  ravages  of  lesser 
pestilence  along  the  coasts. 

The  world  has  used  the  seas  as  a  place  for  its  alter- 
nations of  work  and  war.  When  it  makes  up  its  mind 
to  drop  war  and  henceforth  devote  itself  wholly  to 
work,  upon  the  seas  alone  it  may  wield  all  the  power 
needful  for  achieving  its  purpose. 

Here  the  New  World  must  first  apply  the  organic 
law  which  commands  the  exclusion  of  enemies  of  the 
community.  "Freedom  of  the  seas"  means  just  this. 
It  means  that  the  oceans  are  to  be  under  the  control 
of  the  trusteeship  of  the  peoples  who  own  the  oceans, 
free  to  all  who  have  right  to  them,  to  all  who  use 
them  in  lawful  enterprise,  for  the  common  good.  But 
not  free  to  those  who  refuse  conformance  to  the  sys- 
tem of  peace,  not  free  to  the  enemies  of  peace  and  of 
the  peoples,  not  free  to  highwaymen,  law-defiers, 
covenant-breakers,  pirates,  orphan-robbers — 

Not  free  to  those  who,  having  once  in  vain  attacked 
the  community ,  would  use  the  community's  highways 
in  gathering  materials  and  strength  for  a  new  attack. 

The  first  part  of  the  process  of  disarmament  must 
be  upon  the  land.  Armies,  guns,  gas,  poison,  must  be 
the  first  to  go.  These  are  the  weapons  of  the  most 
sinister  part  of  the  old  system.  Armies,  ostensibly 
kept  as  means  of  protection,  in  wicked  hands  become 
weapons  of  aggression.  They  invade,  destroy,  subju- 
gate, enslave,  establish  tyranny.  They  are  instruments 
of  coercion  of  peoples  with  physical  violence,  they 
strike  the  law-abiding  in  their  homes  and  their  still 
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more  precious  rights,  they  are  the  weapons  with  which 
the  greatest  of  crimes  are  done. 

The  last  part  of  the  process  of  disarmament  must 
be  upon  the  seas.  It  should  not  there  start  at  all  until 
the  other  has  progressed  so  far  all  danger  of  reversion 
has  passed.  Naval  force  is  a  mere  police  power.  It  is 
the  guardian  of  the  community  highways.  It  must 
be  used  to  keep  all  illegal  traffic,  all  business  of  ene- 
mies of  the  community,  of  all  world  criminals,  from 
the  common  paths.  It  is  not  a  power  which  can  invade 
and  subjugate.  It  can  impose  no  tyranny,  strike  down 
no  rights.  It  is  an  instrument  of  order,  protection, 
discipline,  which  none  but  lawbreakers  need  fear.  And 
they  must  be  made  to  fear  it. 

During  the  period  of  transition  the  world  commu- 
nity must  hold  and  wield  this  power.  It  may  easily  do 
so.  It  may  do  it  without  elaborate  organisation,  with- 
out complex  formalism.  There  is  no  need  of  an  inter- 
national navy  under  centralised  authority,  no  need  for 
any  nation  to  surrender  control  of  its  fleets. 

Mastery  of  the  seas  is  already  in  the  hands  of  the 
league  of  nations  and  of  peace  which  this  war  has 
brought  into  existence.  Great  Britain,  France,  Italy, 
Japan,  America,  hold  four-fifths  of  the  naval  power 
of  the  world.  A  score  of  other  states  are  already 
actually  co-operating  with  them.  The  permanent  in- 
ternational organisation  of  the  New  World  will  thus 
continue  to  hold  this  omnipotent  control.  If  future 
dangers  threaten  they  will  mobilise  their  fleets  as  they 
have  now  mobilised  their  armies. 

If  the  community  should  find  another  criminal  in 
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its  midst — a  criminal  nation  which  robs  the  weak, 
treacherously  seeks  renewal  of  armament  and  return 
to  the  old  system  of  organised  brigandage  and  bully- 
ism,  which  attempts  in  any  way  to  play  with  wanton 
foulness  the  game  of  life  which  in  the  new  era 
must  be  played  fairly  or  not  at  all — this  enemy  of  the 
world  shall  be  driven  from  the  world's  highways,  his 
goods  and  ships  shall  be  seen  no  more,  he  shall  suffer 
in  his  well-being  till  he  ceases  to  be  criminal,  gives 
guarantee  of  future  good  conduct. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  send  armed  expeditions 
to  the  scene  of  the  crime,  perhaps  the  remote  interior 
of  a  continent.  This  police  power  knows  an  easier, 
more  direct  way  to  reach  the  actual  seat  of  the  crime, 
which  is  in  the  will  of  the  people  whose  government 
orders  it. 

After  a  season  of  this  command  of  the  seas  by  the 
community  for  the  common  good  and  safety,  after  all 
tribes  have  fully  understood  that  revolt  against 
the  new  order  is  mere  suicide,  after  the  whole  world 
has  learned  this  is  the  sort  of  world  the  master  peoples 
are  going  to  have,  nations  will  no  longer  be  found  in 
the  criminal  class,  governments  will  not  be  perverts 
or  degenerates,  even  this  police  power  will  be  no  longer 
needed,  and  it  may,  in  its  turn,  be  gradually  cast  into 
the  disarmament  discard. 


CHAPTER  XXIII 

THE  POWER  THAT  CAN  SAVE  RUSSIA 

IS  Russia  to  be  a  German  province?  With  this  ad- 
dition to  its  strength  and  resources  is  the  tribe  to  be- 
come more  formidable,  more  feared,  than  ever  before? 
With  middle  Europe  and  middle  Asia  in  their  clutches 
will  these  habitual  enemies  of  the  race  some  day  be 
strong  enough  to  carry  out  their  plot  of  world  do- 
minion? 

The  world  is  much  puzzled  to  know  how  to  protect 
its  own  future  by  protecting  the  future  of  now  help- 
less Russia.  Following  its  traditions  the  world  thinks 
of  no  other  measures  than  those  of  physical  force. 
There  is  much  ado  about  military  expeditions  to  Si- 
beria and  the  White  Sea  littoral. 

This  crisis  profoundly  affecting  the  future  of  civili- 
sation brings  before  our  eyes  the  whole  question  of 
international  powers  and  processes,  the  whole  range  of 
the  problem  which  now  confronts  the  race. 

If  the  world  goes  on  as  it  is  now  going,  clinging 
wholly  to  the  old  system,  relying  chiefly  upon  military 
power,  Russia  becomes  a  new  and  great  burden  upon 
the  world's  energies.  It  will  be  a  huge  task  to  drive 
the  Germans  out  of  Russia,  organise  the  Russian  na- 
tion, safeguard  its  future. 
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Assume  this  burden  is  met  to  the  extent  that  Ger- 
many is  defeated  in  the  war,  submits  to  Allied  terms, 
agrees  to  get  out  of  Russia,  makes  all  necessary  cove- 
nants.  This  done,  how  about  the  future? 

If  Germany  emerges  from  this  war  a  military 
power,  what  guarantee  has  the  world  that  soon  after 
the  ink  is  dry  upon  the  treaty  of  peace  the  tribe  will 
not  renew  its  penetration  and  absorption  of  the  wide- 
spread childish  nation  to  the  east? 

Is  it  not  obvious  that  no  matter  what  the  other 
results  of  the  war,  no  matter  if  Germany  be  admitted 
to  a  society  of  nations,  no  matter  how  the  Russian 
problem  be  nominally  settled  to-day,  the  world  will 
have  a  Russian  problem  on  its  hands  to-morrow  and 
the  day  after  and  through  many  long,  trying  days  to 
come? 

No  trust  can  be  placed  in  German  pledges  as  to 
Russia  or  anything  else.  If  this  tribe  remain  armed 
they  remain  bullies  and  brigands.  Scattered,  drifting, 
bleating  Russia  is  a  flock  of  sheep  in  a  rich  pasture 
next  door  to  the  lair  of  a  pack  of  wolves.  It  is  easy 
to  see  what  the  wolves  will  do  unless  some  invincible 
restraining  power  can  be  brought  against  them. 

The  world  should  not  overlook  the  ominous  fact 
that  if  permitted  to  stay  armed  the  Germany  of  the 
future  will  probably  be  a  worse  Germany  than  the 
Germany  of  the  past.  From  every  point  of  view, 
material  and  moral,  she  has  lost  the  war.  She  will 
lose  her  colonies,  Alsace-Lorraine,  she  cannot  hold 
Belgium  nor  a  foot  of  France,  the  billions  of  indem- 
nities on  which  she  had  set  her  heart  have  gone  up 
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in  smoke.  All  the  wounds  of  these  losses  and  disap- 
pointments will  be  inflamed  by  hurt  vanity,  humbled 
pride,  baffled  arrogance. 

Whoever  knows  the  beast  knows  what  will  follow 
this  humiliation :  Rage,  hunger,  thirst  for  revenge,  a 
ciaze  for  reprisals,  a  mania  for  compensations;  raids 
upon  the  world's  markets;  bullying  of  weak  neigh- 
bours; an  obsession  of  petty  larceny  to  take  away  the 
sting  of  defeat  in  the  great  highwaymanry  adven- 
ture, to  gather  strength  for  the  next  foray  in  that 
field. 

It  is  not  Russia  only  that  will  need  protection,  but 
every  small  or  weak  state  in  Europe.  The  peril  of 
Russia  alone — the  tempting  prize  of  the  wide  plains 
of  eastern  Europe  and  the  great  Asiatic  stretches  be- 
yond— will  keep  the  world  in  a  ferment  for  a  long 
time  to  come.  The  peace  will  be  only  a  name,  for 
the  bully  and  brigand  is  still  a  bully  and  brigand,  and 
armed. 

What  will  the  world  do  about  it?  Send  armies 
to  the  far  interior  of  these  vast,  remote  regions  when- 
ever trouble  comes?  Ship  flotillas  of  troops  across 
oceans  that  they  may  then  march  across  continents  tc 
the  rescue  ?  Plunge  the  world  into  another  great  war 
every  time  the  tribe  penetrates  or  purloins  some  prov- 
ince? 

Such  is  the  outlook  if  the  war  leaves  the  criminal 
tribe  in  the  midst  of  the  world  gun  in  hand — a  future 
of  turmoil,  danger,  hatreds,  rivalries,  intrigues,  con- 
flicts, the  like  of  which  the  world  has  not  yet  known. 

And  what  of  the  future  if  the  Program  herein  pre- 
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sented  shall  be  worked  out?  It  would  equip  civilisa- 
tion, functioning  through  a  society  of  nations,  with 
power  to  restrain  and  discipline  any  nation  which 
with  force  or  intrigue,  brigandage  or  bullyism,  en- 
croaches too  far  upon  the  rights  of  others,  menaces 
community  order,  travesties  community  justice,  breaks 
treaties,  scouts  the  community  principle  of  an  injury 
to  one  an  injury  to  all. 

It  would  serve  notice  upon  this  bully  of  the  world 
that  if  he  persists  in  playing  the  great  game  of  life 
with  a  card  concealed  up  one  sleeve  and  a  gun  up  the 
other  he  shall  not  play  at  all. 

It  would  send  to  Berlin  the  ultimatum  that  Russia 
must  be  let  alone,  must  be  treated  fairly,  or  the  penalty 
will  be  the  exclusion  of  Germany  from  world  inter- 
course, markets  and  materials,  from  the  world's  high- 
ways of  the  seas. 

It  would  do  even  more.  International  brigandage 
and  bullyism  live  in  militarism.  Cut  down  the  tree 
and  its  fruits  go  with  it. 

Remove  the  last  traces  of  the  savage  doctrine  that 
while  you  must  win  by  service  alone  among  your 
own,  you  may  if  you  can  take  by  seizure  from  other 
peoples,  and  the  modern  world  will  become  truly 
civilised  in  its  international  political  life  as  it  is  in 
all  its  other  life. 

Save  Russia,  not  only  now,  but  for  all  time,  by 
taking  away  from  this  predatory  tribe  next  door 
both  the  will  to  prey  and  the  weapons  of  depreda- 
tion. 

This  world  of  ours  is  not  the  first  community  which 
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has  found  it  necessary  to  suppress  crime  in  its  midst 
by  means  of  a  vigilance  committee,  then  learned  the 
only  way  to  keep  it  suppressed  is  to  forbid  the  crimi- 
nals to  carry  weapons,  after  that  has  learned  the  only 
way  to  make  sure  no  criminal  carries  a  weapon  is 
to  take  weapons  away  from  everybody,  and  learned 
finally  the  only  way  to  keep  weapons  out  of  every 
one's  hands  is  to  make  a  community  in  which  no  one 
needs  a  weapon,  thinks  of  carrying  one,  or  could  stay 
and  earn  a  livelihood  if  he  did  carry  one. 

If  the  world  persists  in  clinging  to  the  old  system, 
in  working  its  will  through  its  vigilance  committee 
alone,  and  fails  to  organise  its  community  and  use 
the  powers  which  every  community  must  use,  it  will 
have  a  Russian  problem  on  its  hands  for  generations 
to  come. 


CHAPTER  XXIV 


RUSSIA  A  WORLD  BURDEN  A  WORLD  TEST 

RUSSIA  is  for  the  New  World  at  once  a  burden, 
a  responsibility,  a  test,  an  opportunity!  It  seems 
almost  as  if  the  fates  had  purposely  thrown  Russia 
plump  at  the  head  of  the  New  World  to  sound  the 
New  World's  capacity  for  the  great  career  which 
now  opens  before  it. 

Russia  is  an  overgrown  family  of  political  chil- 
dren, orphans,  with  a  vast  inheritance  to  develop  and 
protect,  but  as  yet  not  strong  enough,  still  too  young 
to  know  how. 

Russia  therefore  raises  at  once  this  acute  question : 

Is  this  to  continue  to  be  a  world  in  which  a  childish 
people  and  their  inheritance  are  not  safe?  A  world 
in  which  they  are  to  be  in  constant  danger  of  being 
devoured  by  the  wolves  of  the  old  system? 

The  Program  presented  in  these  pages  returns  for 
answer  a  decided  No. 

Let  the  world  community  at  once  organise  itself 
as  such,  give  the  world  social  organism  a  brain,  a 
will,  a  strong  hand.  Then  formally  declare  the  sort 
of  world  this  is  to  be  hereafter — a  world  in  which 
wolves  have  no  other  status  than  that  of  wolves — 
their  place  is  in  the  jungle,  not  in  the  highways  and 
market-places  of  civilisation. 

125 


126 


THE  FORCE  SUPREME 


Formally  declare  world  society  has  made  itself  the 
guardian  of  the  Russian  orphans;  announce  its  pur- 
pose to  protect  its  wards  in  all  their  rights,  help  them 
to  political,  social,  economic  adolescence  and  self- 
reliance,  help  them  to  reach  manhood's  estate  as  a 
great  free  democracy. 

Declare  that  all  territory  that  was  Russian  four  years 
ago  still  is  the  inheritance  of  the  Russian  people  and 
must  be  inviolate  against  all  wolves,  jackals,  hyenas, 
beasts  of  prey  whatsoever. 

Declare  that  if  any  other  nation  encroaches  upon 
these  wards  of  the  world,  now  or  in  future,  the  ag- 
gressors will  have  to  reckon  with  their  guardians,  the 
world  itself. 

Declare  that  in  case  of  need  the  world  will  not  only 
use  physical  force  in  defence  of  its  trust,  but  will 
refuse  association  and  intercourse  with  any  criminal 
who  lays  hands  upon  the  wards  or  their  possessions. 

The  better  to  execute  this  sacred  trust  the  society 
of  nations  should  create  a  permanent  international 
Russian  commission,  comprising  able  statesmen  and 
men  of  affairs  of  all  countries,  to  undertake  the  prac- 
tical side  of  the  guardianship :  To  counsel,  guide,  but 
not  to  dictate;  to  see  that  defence  and  help  are  given 
at  the  right  moment  and  in  the  right  way ;  to  discover 
and  report  to  the  world  society,  that  this  society  may 
take  at  once  the  proper  punitive  action,  every  instance 
of  unfair  play,  bullyism  or  brigandage  on  the  part  of 
any  nation. 

Russia  brings  urgently  to  the  world  this  vexing 
question :   How  shall  the  right  of  the  people  of  certain 
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regions  or  provinces  to  self-government  or  political 
independence  be  determined  and  realised  ? 

By  making  the  world  the  sort  of  world  the  organic 
law  says  it  must  be,  a  world  in  which  governments 
exist  to  serve  at  home  rather  than  to  seek  power  for 
seizure  abroad,  in  which  nations  give  up  the  barbaric 
notion  that  their  mission  is  to  grow  big  and  strong 
and  be  prizefighters  and  knock  out  rivals,  there  will  be 
fewer  such  questions,  local  political  independence  will 
become  of  less  and  less  importance. 

But  determination  of  such  questions  as  do  arise  can 
no  longer  be  left  to  the  old  system — to  the  comprising 
and  the  neighbour  nations  alone.  The  rights  of  these 
nations  are  important,  but  not  paramount.  Far  more 
than  the  immediate  neighbourhood  is  concerned.  All 
nations  are  henceforth  neighbours  in  a  world  neigh- 
bourhood— whatever  affects  one  affects  all.  The  right 
of  the  community  to  tranquillity  and  stability  is  supe- 
rior to  all  unit  rights,  whether  of  the  provinces  that 
would  change  their  status,  the  nations  which  would 
hold  them,  or  near-by  powers  which  seek  aggrandise- 
ment and  advantages  in  all  changes  of  status. 

The  old  system  of  local  control  or  spheres  of  in- 
fluence, giving  opening  to  buccaneers,  pirates,  all  the 
crews  of  selfishness  which  that  system  bred,  must  pass 
away;  in  its  place  must  come  now  the  responsibility 
and  final  determining  power  of  world  society  function- 
ing through  its  central  organisation.  The  society  of 
nations  must  be  an  absolutism,  its  decrees  final. 

Every  such  question  is  a  world  question.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion of  practical  considerations,  facts  and  relations, 
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always  complex,  never  simple,  always  to  be  deter- 
mined by  a  wide  range  of  realities,  rarely  by  a  sin- 
gle sentiment  or  motive.  It  is  a  question  which 
should  have  expert  study  and  be  decided  upon 
the  principle  of  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest 
number,  all  the  world  counting.  Behind  every  deci- 
sion should  be  the  world's  public  opinion,  common 
sense,  standards  of  justice,  and  the  world's  power  to 
enforce  its  decrees,  not  by  sending  armies  to  every 
disturbed  spot,  not  by  throwing  lighted  matches  about 
in  a  powder-magazine,  but  by  direct  pressure  upon 
the  will  of  those  tempted  to  resistance  through  the 
world's  mastery  over  their  well-being. 

As  to  the  estate  of  the  Russian  orphans,  it  is  already 
determined  in  world  polity  that  Poland  is  to  be  a  na- 
tion, Finland  is  nominally  a  nation,  it  is  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  guardianship  to  determine  if  there  shall 
be  a  Ukraine  and  other  independent  or  autonomous 
states.  And  every  state  that  now  exists  or  that  shall 
come  into  being,  great  or  small,  is  to  be  under  the 
protection  of  the  society  of  nations. 

Russia  typifies  the  period  in  whose  midst  we  now 
are.  We  are  in  the  period  of  transition  of  the  world 
from  the  old  era  to  the  new  era,  even  though  we  do 
not  as  yet  fully  realise  it.  Russia  more  than  any  other 
people,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  Teuton  tribe, 
is  in  the  throes  of  a  widespread  process  of  change,  ef- 
fort to  find  itself,  to  reach  an  equilibrium. 

Russia  is  the  changing  world's  burden,  test,  oppor- 
tunity.   If  the  New  World  can  rise  to  this  responsi- 
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bility,  successfully  meet  it,  perform  its  guardianship, 
it  will  prove  its  right  and  power  to  live. 

If  through  the  momentum  of  its  past  the  world  in- 
sists upon  trying  to  save  Russia  with  the  old  system 
and  the  old  forces  alone,  the  world  will  have  a  Rus- 
sian problem  on  its  hands  for  many  a  day ;  a  series  of 
insidious  Teuton  penetrations  and  opportune  absorp- 
tions will  in  the  end  make  Russia  a  German  province, 
or  the  world  will  have  to  go  to  war  again  to  stop  it. 

But  if  the  New  World  at  once  erects  the  new  system 
and  issues  its  decree  that  henceforth  this  is  to  be  a 
world  in  which  robbing  political  orphans  is  an  interna- 
tional crime  whose  penalty  is  the  economic  paralysis 
of  the  perpetrator,  Germany  will  keep  hands  off  Rus- 
sia, and  Russia  in  time  will  be  grown,  strong  and  free. 


CHAPTER  XXV 


THE  FINEST  FLOWER  OF  THE  MOST  CRIMINAL  AND  MOST 

SPLENDID  WAR 

THIS  war  has  been  at  once  the  most  criminal  and 
the  most  splendid  thing  that  ever  happened.  It  has 
given  the  race  its  finest  opportunity  to  show  the  sort 
of  race  it  had  become — a  race  that  could  unite  to 
serve  and  crush  all  those  who  had  joined  to  seize. 

What  an  outpouring  of  the  spirit  of  sacrifice,  of 
doing  something  for  others,  the  world  has  witnessed! 
It  began  as  national  service,  in  the  old  patriotism  of 
the  minor  circle.  But  it  has  expanded  till  the  area  of 
conscious  service  embraces  all  the  race.  In  this  new 
spirit  of  the  new  world  the  old  frontiers  of  political 
subdivisions  and  of  language  groupings  count  for  lit- 
tle. Oceans  and  continents  have  been  crossed,  the 
very  strongholds  of  ignorance  and  inertia  have  been 
invaded.  The  world  has  been  made  over.  There  has 
been  nothing  like  it  since  Christ  came. 

And  it  is  strikingly  characteristic  of  the  era  of  in- 
timacy in  which  we  live — the  era  that  made  the  prob- 
lem and  which  offers  the  solution — that  once  the  fine 
new  thing  was  set  going  it  spread  with  such  amazing 
rapidity  from  one  end  of  the  earth  to  the  other,  its 
sweep  was  the  work  of  a  year  or  two,  not  of  many 
centuries. 
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Through  the  peoples  the  new  spirit  is  reaching  the 
governments  of  the  peoples.  It  is  striking  down  old 
traditions  and  habits.  The  old  system  of  greed  and 
antagonism  in  rivalry  for  power  and  possessions  is 
fast  passing.  The  old  doctrine  that  the  state  knows 
neither  moral  nor  legal  limits  to  its  power  is  near 
death.  The  "good  old  rule,  the  simple  plan,  let  him 
take  who  has  the  power,  let  him  keep  who  can,"  will 
rule  no  more. 

Splendid  as  is  this  product  of  the  brighter  side  of 
war,  this  bringing  out  of  the  best  there  is  in  men  as 
well  as  the  worst  in  war's  crucible,  a  large  part  of 
its  good  may  be  lost  if  the  war  be  permitted  to  end 
wrongly,  if  even  the  ghost  of  the  old  system  of  force 
remains,  if  the  world  does  not  truly  Go  Forward.  And 
this  finest  flower  the  battlefields  have  grown  is  so  well 
worth  preserving. 

Fine  sentiment  alone  will  not  preserve  it.  There 
must  be  works  along  with  the  faith.  The  war's  great- 
est achievement,  the  cosmopolitanisation  of  the  Golden 
Rule,  the  creation  of  a  true  brotherhood  of  man,  the 
killing  of  Seizure  and  the  enthronement  of  Service, 
must  be  crystallised  and  vitalised  in  a  Society  of  Na- 
tions which  exists  and  wields  power  for  service,  and 
for  nothing  else. 

It  must  be  hard  and  practical  and  efficient  in  method 
as  well  as  high  in  aim.  It  must  wipe  out  the  last 
vestiges  of  the  old  regime  of  coercion  and  greed  of 
which  the  Teuton  tribe  is  the  incarnation  and  victim. 
Governments  must  learn,  as  individuals  have  learned, 
that  the  most  intelligent  selfishness  is  the  most  intelli- 
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gent  unselfishness,  that  the  greatest  reward  may  come 
to  the  strong,  advanced  nations,  moved  by  this  new 
spirit,  through  doing  for  the  less  advanced  that  which 
they  are  incapable  of  doing  for  themselves,  that  the 
better  we  make  all  of  the  world  the  better  place  it 
will  be  for  us  all  to  live  in. 

It  is  for  this  America  is  in  the  war.  It  is  in  accelera- 
tion of  this  impulse  to  serve  throughout  the  world,  in 
making  it  live  and  bear  fruit  through  the  coming 
generations,  that  America  is  able  to  play  the  most  ex- 
alted role  known  to  the  annals  of  nations — America 
with  those  great  democracies,  England  and  France, 
by  her  side. 

Before  this  reborn  world  appear  at  this  moment  two 
great  tasks,  two  immense  responsibilities.  Two  great 
peoples,  two  great  nations,  are  in  need  of  help,  they 
are  wandering  in  darkness.  Both  are  defectives,  the 
one  with  childish,  the  other  with  criminal,  tendencies 
and  weaknesses.  It  is  the  world's  duty  to  serve  and 
save  both. 

Russia  must  have  Reconstruction. 

Germany  must  have  Rehabilitation. 

More  of  the  future  of  the  race  than  we  can  now 
visualise  depends  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  mas- 
ter-peoples meet  this  responsibility.  The  world's  crisis 
is  not  only  political,  militaristic,  economic — there  is 
an  acute  spiritual  crisis. 

If  nothing  but  the  old  system  of  violence  be  used 
to  end  the  war  we  shall  have  the  old  system  after  the 
war  is  over.    And  if  the  old  system  lives  all  the  poi- 
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sonings  of  mind  the  war  has  made  will  live  with  it 
and  darken  the  world's  life. 

But  if  the  world  move  forward  now,  if  it  erect  the 
new  system  upon  the  grave  of  the  old,  if  the  era  of 
perpetual  peace  and  sanity  be  ushered  in  at  once,  the 
hatreds  and  bitterness  will  soon  fade,  the  noblest 
achievement  of  the  conflict,  the  will  to  do  for  others, 
will  survive  and  bring  richer  harvests  than  any  man 
can  foresee. 


CHAPTER  XXVI 


THE  MOTES  IN  THE  WORLD'S  EYES 

THE  task  before  the  world  seems  simple  enough,  if 
not  easy.  It  is  for  the  master  peoples  to  make  this 
world  fit  to  live  and  work  and  be  happy  in,  unafraid 
of  other  peoples  seeking  the  same  thing  and  living 
next  door.  It  would  be  an  absurdity,  would  it  not, 
if  four-fifths  of  the  peoples,  comprising  nearly  all 
the  advanced,  superior  groups,  should  not  be  able  to 
make  their  world  essentially  the  sort  of  world  they 
want  it  to  be  because  some  backward  tribe  hung 
back? 

These  master-peoples  are  now  aroused,  determined, 
united  as  they  never  were  before.  The  power  is  at 
their  hand,  nature  has  placed  it  there.  Opportunity 
knocks  at  the  door  of  the  world — it  would  be  a  mil- 
lion pities  if  it  were  not  opened. 

But  the  momentum  of  the  storm  still  is  in  the  minds 
of  men,  the  lightning  flashes  have  made  much  myopia. 
Not  all  of  this  dulness  of  vision  is  on  the  side  that 
is  weak  and  wrong,  a  little  of  it  is  on  the  side  that  is 
strong  and  right. 

Before  the  master-peoples  can  efficiently  proceed  to 
completion  of  their  great  task  they  must  realise  that 
they  are  masters,  and  why  they  are  masters ;  must  know 
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their  power  and  how  to  use  it;  know  that  the  crime 
is  dead  for  the  present — they  have  only  to  make  sure 
it  shall  not  come  to  life  again;  know  that  they  are  no 
longer  dealing  with  the  crime  itself,  but  with  its  con- 
sequences. 

They  must  realise  that  the  consequences  cannot  be 
the  new  and  safe  world  which  they  seek  if  they  depend 
upon  militarism  alone  to  make  it  new  and  safe;  that 
driving  the  invader  out  of  France  and  Belgium  will 
not  solve  the  problem  of  the  future;  that  crossing  the 
Rhine  and  invading  Germany  will  not  solve  it;  that  a 
peace  dictated  by  force  alone  will  stand  on  force  and 
return  to  plague  its  maker;  that  the  only  power  that 
can  assure  the  future  is  a  power  over  the  future  that 
arises  out  of  the  everyday,  endless  realities  of  the 
future;  that  nothing  but  the  disarmament  of  Ger- 
many can  make  the  world  truly  safe  and  peaceful; 
Germany  cannot  be  disarmed  unless  all  nations  dis- 
arm, none  can  disarm  without  having  an  effective 
power  of  restraint  and  control  to  put  in  place  of  the 
discarded  instrument. 

The  world  should  get  out  of  its  head  the  illusion 
that  its  first  and  only  task  is  to  fight  the  war  to  a 
finish  with  physical  force  alone,  and  then,  after  the  war 
is  over,  organise  the  world's  future  safety.  If  this 
all-important  thing  be  left  till  "after  the  war"  it  prob- 
ably will  not  come  till  another  war  brings  it.  It  should 
be  the  aim  and  achievement  of  the  war,  not  a  mere 
possible  sequence  of  the  war.  It  must  be  the  means 
of  settling  this  war,  not  the  next  war. 

"The  mistakes  we  might  make  through  entering  on 
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peace  without  preparation,"  said  Lloyd  George  re- 
cently, "would  be  even  more  disastrous  than  the  mis- 
takes you  might  make  by  entering  on  war  without 
preparation.  What  you  do  when  you  make  a  peace  will 
give  shape  and  direction  to  things  for  a  long  time. 
Though  the  world  will  be  very  molten  at  that  moment, 
it  will  cool  down  very  quickly,  and  the  shape  which 
you  give  it  will  remain.  And  if  your  mould  is  not  the 
right  one,  you  cannot  possibly  make  it  right  without 
another  convulsion  that  will  break  it  up." 

The  world  should  put  out  of  its  mind  the  notion 
that  application  of  organic  law  to  the  problem  means 
"a  boycott  of  Germany  after  the  war  is  over."  It  is 
not  a  boycott,  and  no  one  proposes  to  apply  it  after 
the  war  is  over. 

Most  men  are  still  thinking  of  wars  of  the  past,  wars 
between  national  units  or  groups  of  units,  wars  of 
rivalry,  wars  of  the  old  system  of  wars.  Association 
automatically  suspended ;  both  sides  reckoning  upon  its 
resumption  with  peace  as  a  matter  of  course ;  as  much 
to  the  advantage  of  one  side  as  to  the  other  to  renew 
and  continue  it  till  another  war  comes  along  to  break 
it  off  once  more.  This  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  has 
been  going  on  for  centuries,  and  which  may  go  on  for 
centuries  more  if  none  but  the  old  methods  be  ad- 
hered to.  I 

But  this  is  not  that  sort  of  war.  This  is  not  war 
between  rivals,  but  war  between  society  itself  and  a 
criminal  in  its  midst.  And  the  proposal  is,  not  to 
have  an  economic  war  after  the  war  of  arms  is  over, 
but  to  deny  the  criminal  restoration  to  world  inter- 
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course  until  he  has  ceased  to  be  criminal  and  has  given 
the  guarantees  of  future  good  conduct  which  society- 
demands — that  the  war  is  not  over  till  this  be  done, 
till  the  war  is  ended  rightly. 

The  world  should  rise  above  that  superficiality  of 
thought  which  calls  this  ancient  and  universal  social 
process  a  "boycott."  Captain  Boycott,  estate  man- 
ager in  County  Mayo,  Ireland,  was  born  two  genera- 
tions or  so  ago.  This  process  was  born  hundreds  of 
centuries  ago.  The  boycott  has  had  a  bad  name  since 
the  troublous  days  of  Ireland,  a  bad  name  because  it 
was  an  instrument  of  violence  and  coercion  between 
units  of  society;  it  has  since  been  outlawed  in  many 
countries. 

War  itself  is  a  form  of  boycott,  of  coercion  with 
violence,  of  one  unit  of  society  compelling  another  to 
submit  without  reference  to  other  will  than  that  of  the 
aggressor,  without  other  justice  than  such  as  the  con- 
queror is  willing  to  give,  without  consideration  for  the 
rights  of  society  as  a  whole. 

This  is  the  very  thing  the  world  would  be  rid  of. 
It  would  establish  a  system  in  which  coercion  of  a 
unit  is  a  right  and  power  no  other  unit  may  exercise — 
only  the  community  itself  for  the  good  of  the  whole 
community,  and  in  the  end  for  the  good  of  the  unit 
against  which  the  power  is  used — the  very  antithesis 
of  a  "boycott."  It  cannot  be  a  world  fit  to  live  in  as 
long  as  one  unit  of  society  may  take  another  by  the 
throat  and  compel  it  to  give  up  its  goods  and  its  rights. 
The  vendetta  was  a  boycott,  the  mafia  was  a  boycott. 
The  fact  that  war  is  made  by  nations,  not  by  individ- 
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uals,  does  not  make  it  more  tolerable,  only  more  ter- 
rible. It  must  go,  as  the  vendetta,  the  mafia,  the  boy- 
cott, the  private  war,  the  duello,  piracy,  have  gone. 

It  is  only  a  question  of  the  means  by  which  it  shall 
be  made  to  go.  The  organic  power  of  society  to  pro- 
tect itself  against  enemies  within  by  withdrawal  of 
community  tolerance  and  privileges — by  refusing  li- 
cence to  do  business  in  the  community  to  any  who 
conduct  their  business  in  such  way  as  to  make  it  a 
community  nuisance  or  menace — cannot  be  invalidated 
by  giving  it  a  thoughtless  even  if  convenient  nickname. 

And  at  least  the  more  advanced  part  of  world  opin- 
ion should  rise  superior  to  that  cheap  and  common 
output  of  the  less  intelligent  part  which  denounces  as 
visionary  or  "pacifist"  or  advocate  of  a  weak  peace 
any  man  who  favours  fighting  the  barbarians  with 
two  weapons  instead  of  one — with  all  the  physical 
force  that  may  be  necessary  to  stop  them,  and  all  of 
this  other  and  far  greater  force  for  crushing  them  and 
compelling  them  to  surrender  to  the  world's  will. 

Those  who  sneer  at  moral  force  as  if  it  were  some 
soft,  sentimental  thing  which  pleads  with  the  Beast  to 
please  be  good  and  not  do  such  awful  things  any  more, 
should  try  to  realise  what  a  hard,  practical,  relent- 
less power  is  this  law  of  association  which  says  to  the 
transgressor,  "Stop,  or  Starve." 


CHAPTER  XXVII 


THE  MAGNA  CHARTA  OF  THE  NEW  WORLD 

THE  New  World  needs  a  Magna  Charta,  a  bill  of 
universal  rights,  a  declaration  of  national  interdepend- 
ence, a  cosmopolitan  constitution.  All  these  the  Peace 
may  bring,  for  all  are  compressed  into  one  sim- 
ple and  inevitable  thing— the  reign  of  worldwide  law 
instead  of  the  reign  of  the  present  system  of  world 
anarchy. 

There  is  only  one  law  which  can  rule  the  world — 
organic  law. 

And  it  is  the  decree  of  this  law  that  from  all  or- 
ganised human  associations  Antagonism  must  disap- 
pear and  Co-operation  take  its  place. 

The  Magna  Charta  of  the  future  is  being  made  by 
the  war.  It  has  been  in  evolution  through  the  ages, 
it  is  the  mission  of  this  war  to  bring  it  to  dominion. 
It  is  simple,  unmistakable — all  organised  antagonism 
must  go,  there  must  be  only  organised  co-operation. 

It  is  simple  because  it  is  not  man-made,  is  not  an 
artifice  to  tolerate  errors,  not  a  thing  of  shreds  and 
patches  like  the  international  law  this  crime  has  torn 
to  tatters.  International  law  is  a  device  for  legalising 
barbaric  antagonisms;  organic  law  prohibits  them, 
makes  them  crimes,  so  penalises  the  crimes  that  they 
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become  impossible  by  advanced  social  units  like  na- 
tions and  peoples. 

This  epoch-making  evolution  should  come  now.  But 
if  it  is  to  come  now — it  is  inevitable  some  time — there 
must  be  realisation  of  the  immense  fact  that  this  is 
the  law,  and  that  the  law  has  made  ours  a  world  in 
which  wars  are  as  insensate  as  slavery,  as  feudalism, 
as  inquisitions,  as  trial  by  ordeal,  as  murder. 

It  has  become  such  a  world  through  the  incessant 
processes  of  the  law  working  upon  and  through  human 
propensities,  through  selfishness,  through  selfishness 
ever  becoming  more  intelligent,  through  thrift  and 
work  and  seeking  success  and  well-being — and  through 
the  eternal  expansion  and  enlargement  of  areas  of  or- 
ganised association  and  contact  which  these  have 
brought  about. 

Antagonism,  militarism,  collisions,  wars,  were  nat- 
ural and  inevitable  as  long  as  organised  areas  of  asso- 
ciation, communities,  were  separate  and  distinct,  re- 
mote, few  interests  in  common,  little  intimacy — inde- 
pendent, self-sufficient,  rival  social  organisms. 

Within  each  of  these  the  processes  of  the  law  slowly 
evolved : 

Superiority  of  the  mass  to  the  unit,  the  good  of  the 
whole  the  highest  law.  Units  could  compete,  en- 
deavour to  excel,  but  must  not  compel.  Coercion 
between  units  an  offence  to  the  community,  co-opera- 
tion alone  permitted.  Unit  antagonisms,  private  wars, 
feuds,  vendettas,  duels,  boycotts,  mafias,  monopolies, 
outlawed.  Units  forbidden  to  go  armed.  The  com- 
munity's chief  power  of  restraint  and  control  its  mas- 
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tery  of  the  opportunity  to  success  and  well-being  found 
only  in  intercourse  and  common  privileges. 

Such  was  the  world  when  this  war  began.  The  war 
came  out  of  the  old  system  of  rival  social  organisms. 
But  it  has  made  us  see  that  it  is  no  longer  the  old 
world — that  it  has  been  completely  transformed 
through  the  infinite  activities  and  expansions  of  its 
work  and  enterprise. 

Now  there  is  but  one  community  in  the  world.  There 
is  only  one  social  organism  in  the  international  sense. 
The  intimacy  and  interdependency  of  national  groups 
have  destroyed  all  remoteness.  All  groups  which  be- 
fore were  separate  and  distinct  are  now  mere  units  of 
the  whole  in  all  the  realities  of  outward  contacts. 
These  outward  contacts  and  dependencies  are  become 
more  and  more  vital  to  the  sustenance  and  life  of  all 
the  units — co-operation  between  units  more  imperative, 
antagonisms  more  monstrous.  The  many  inclusive 
circles,  through  instinctive  expansion  of  their  contacts 
for  their  own  good,  have  themselves  been  embraced 
within  one  all-inclusive  circle  of  association.  War  be- 
tween them  is  war  between  members  of  the  same  or- 
ganism. 

This  transformation  has  destroyed  all  realities  of 
antagonism  and  left  only  fictions  and  traditions  of 
antagonism.  It  has  brought  about  a  world  in  which 
war  of  nation  upon  nation  is  as  insensate,  as  violative 
of  natural  law,  as  the  effort  of  the  right  arm  to  destroy 
the  left  leg  of  the  same  body;  in  which  one  nation 
maintaining  the  right  and  the  elaborate  and  costly 
means  to  tear  another  nation  to  pieces  is  as  absurd  and 
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should  be  as  impossible  as  Hamburg  trying  to  destroy 
Bremen,  London  Liverpool,  New  York  Chicago,  as 
war  between  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  as  one  bank  keep- 
ing a  gang  of  skilful  crooks  to  burglarise  rival  banks, 
as  a  railway  company  hiring  experts  to  wreck  the 
trains  of  competing  lines,  as  one  steamship  company 
sinking  the  ships  and  drowning  the  passengers  of  an- 
other. 

The  world  is  now  fighting  because  the  mad  masters 
of  an  obsessed  tribe  thought  they  could  for  selfish  pur- 
pose transform  the  world  backward  and  make  the  old 
traditions  and  fictions  realities  once  more.  They  have 
failed,  as  they  were  doomed  to  fail  from  the  outset. 

But  their  effort,  convulsing  the  world,  must  have 
shaken  the  world  into  realisation  of  its  true  self.  It 
must  by  now  see  that  it  is  one  great  inclusive  circle. 
It  must  see  that  the  dominant  characteristics  of  the 
component  units,  evolved  by  natural  law,  have  been 
carried  over  into  the  great  unit.  It  must  see  that  the 
all-embracing  organism  must  function  as  the  lesser 
organisms  have  functioned. 

Antagonisms  between  units  of  world  society  ex- 
pressed in  terms  of  violence  and  coercion  must  be  a 
crime  against  the  world  community — a  crime  made 
impossible.  Units  must  no  longer  go  armed,  maintain 
organised  threats  of  antagonism  and  aggression.  In 
all  that  affects  the  welfare  of  the  mass  the  rights  and 
will  of  the  mass  must  be  supreme.  This  will  must 
itself  be  organised,  and  its  chief  power  of  restraint 
and  control  must  be  its  mastery  over  the  well-being  of 
its  parts. 
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The  moment  this  all-inclusive  circle  comes  into  con- 
scious life  and  efficient  action  the  old  system  of  inter- 
national antagonisms  is  dead,  militarism  is  dead,  wars 
are  gone  forever. 

And  this  is  the  simple  Magna  Charta  of  the  New 
World. 


CHAPTER  XXVIII 


COERCION  IS  DEAD — CO-OPERATION  LIVES  ETERNAL 

THROUGH  the  ages  the  race  has  been  experiment- 
ing in  types  of  civilisation.  Organic  law  has  led  it 
on  from  the  inferior  to  the  superior.  It  has  been  a 
constant  struggle  forward,  and  this  war  should  bring 
one  of  the  final  triumphs  of  that  long  struggle.  The 
international  political  system  must  learn  the  lesson 
man  long  ago  learned  in  all  his  other  contacts — that 
association  and  antagonism  cannot  exist  together. 

The  world  has  tried  to  get  along  with  the  two  sys- 
tems side  by  side,  organised  antagonisms  in  its  politi- 
cal institutions,  organised  co-operation  without  antag- 
onism in  all  the  realities  of  human  activities.  The 
service  the  tribe  have  unwittingly  rendered  the  world 
was  to  raise  the  issue  between  these  systems  in  such 
critical,  tragic  form  that  a  final  decision  became  im- 
perative. That  decision  should  be  the  outcome  of 
the  war. 

Coercion  must  go,  Competition  stay.  Competition, 
which  invariably  ends  in  co-operation,  made  the  world 
what  it  is,  is  indispensable  to  the  world's  future.  Com- 
petition means  two  or  more  contending  for  approval  of 
service  in  the  same  field,  and  that  means  progress  in 
the  great  game  of  life,  in  making  things  better  and 
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cheaper,  in  broadening  the  standard  of  human  comfort. 
But  the  logical  outcome  of  Coercion  is  the  destruction 
of  rivals  in  a  given  field,  the  end  of  rivalry,  the  end 
of  progress,  the  setting  up  of  tyranny,  which  is  stagna- 
tion. Competition  is  the  law's  means  of  going  for- 
ward toward  the  ultimate  ideal,  is  the  law's  instrument. 
Coercion  is  its  enemy. 

Competition  remains,  and  after  this  war  will  be  in- 
tense. During  the  period  of  transition  from  the  old 
era  to  the  new  the  momentum  of  tradition  and  habit 
will  group  it  to  some  extent  along  the  old  national 
lines.  Later  it  will  group  more  and  more  by  fields  of 
activity,  less  and  less  by  racial  or  political  alignments. 
During  this  period  of  change,  with  its  reversionary 
tendencies,  the  world  community  will  need  a  practical 
and  efficient  power  of  restraint.   It  has  that  power. 

But  the  world  community  must  from  the  first  use 
this  power  to  remove  the  last  vestige  of  the  old  system 
of  Coercion — militarism. 

Take  away  this  poison  and  the  world's  great,  fine 
game  of  Excelling,  left  unclouded  by  the  brutal  Com- 
pelling leaping  out  of  a  dark  past,  will  work  out  its 
own  destiny,  make  its  own  rules  of  the  game,  establish 
fair  play,  discipline  any  who  play  unfairly. 

Competition  leads  straight  to  Co-operation,  to  great- 
er efficiency,  to  more  perfect  fairness.  Those  who 
take  part  in  the  game  will  not  tolerate  foulness  by 
others,  they  must  not  do  foulness  to  others,  they  join 
hands  in  the  making  and  enforcement  of  codes  which 
avert  all  foulness,  lift  higher  the  standards  of  honour 
and  of  service  in  their  field.    Antagonism  disappears 
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from  all  naturally  evolved  association,  co-operation 
takes  its  place.  Thus  saith  the  law.  It  has  been  so 
in  every  activity,  every  industry,  national  or  interna- 
tional.  Only  governments  cling  to  the  old  system. 

Nations  will  join  the  great  procession  of  progress 
once  this  poison  is  extracted.  Every  nation  will  re- 
main in  full  control  of  its  intercourse,  its  regulations 
of  commerce,  its  economic  system.  But  nations  will 
learn  as  individuals  have  learned,  the  fundamental 
truth  that  to  get  fair  play  they  must  give  it,  co-operate 
in  making  the  rules  of  the  game,  co-operate  in  enforc- 
ing the  rules,  refuse  to  play  with  any  who  do  not 
abide  by  the  rules. 

Take  the  savagery,  the  brutality,  the  intimidation, 
the  bullying  out  of  the  game  of  life,  bury  them  in 
the  grave  along  with  their  moving  spirit  of  militarism, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  problem  will  solve  itself 
through  the  intelligence  of  selfishness. 

The  New  World  is  here.  It  is  an  industrial  democ- 
racy, service  its  sinews,  altruism  its  soul.  The  old 
world  of  autocratic  absolutisms  and  selfish  tyrannies 
has  gone  and  cannot  be  brought  back  by  seizure  of 
the  world's  work  as  its  prize  and  pawn. 

But  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  a  large  and  highly 
intelligent  part  of  the  world  realises  it. 


CHAPTER  XXIX 


CUT  OUT  THE  CORE  OF  THE  WORLD  CANCER 

NO  war  after  the  war.  After  this  war  no  war  of 
any  sort — no  war  of  economics  upon  Germany  or  any 
other  nation  that  obeys  the  world  law,  no  law  of 
armed  aggression  by  Germany  or  any  other  nation.  To 
prevent  one  sort  of  war  it  is  necessary  to  prevent  the 
other  sort.  If  one  persists  the  other  will  persist,  one 
leads  to  the  other.  Both  are  parts  of  the  same  dis- 
ease, both  must  be  cured  at  the  same  time,  by  the 
same  means. 

The  world  is  afflicted  with  a  social  cancer.  It  is 
international  and  therefore  affects  the  whole  race.  It 
has  existed  for  centuries,  it  is  deep-seated,  it  brought 
on  this  violent  convulsion  in  the  world  body.  It  is  use- 
less to  cut  out  a  part  of  it  and  let  the  other  part  stay — 
all  must  be  cut  out. 

The  cancer  is  the  system  of  national  antagonisms, 
defiance  by  nations  of  the  organic  law.  Alone  of  all 
units  in  the  world  they  are  not  content  to  compete, 
to  excel,  they  organise  instruments  to  crush  and  com- 
pel.   The  core  of  the  cancer  is  militarism. 

To-day  the  world  is  confronted  with  this  acute  prob- 
lem of  its  life  and  health : 

If  the  cancer  persists  it  will  now  be  more  danger- 
ous, painful,  disturbing  than  ever  before.   The  poison 
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of  this  great  eruption  has  spread  far,  run  deep. 
Hatreds,  enmities,  suspicions,  more  virulent  than  in  the 
past,  have  infected  nearly  the  whole  of  the  body-politic. 
This  inflammation  will  continue  as  long  as  the  core  is 
there  to  feed  it  virus. 

If  the  system  of  militarism  stands  the  world  must  be 
more  militaristic  than  it  ever  was  before.  The  rivalry 
will  be  more  intense,  the  hostility  more  bitter.  It  will 
pollute  the  life  of  the  world. 

As  long  as  Germany  is  armed  and  powerful  the 
world  will  regard  Germany  as  enemy.  There  will  be 
a  social,  moral,  economic  war  upon  that  enemy  for 
generations.  No  power  on  earth  can  avert  it.  For  a 
long  time  it  will  keep  the  world  in  turmoil  and  danger. 

If  this  war  ends  with  Germany  a  great  military  pow- 
er, does  any  one  suppose  Great  Britain  and  France  will 
throw  open  their  markets  and  ports  to  German  goods 
and  German  ships,  supply  German  industries  with  raw 
materials,  furnish  German  militarism  with  the  sinews 
of  strength  for  another  war  upon  France  and  Eng- 
land? And  if  they  adopt  the  necessary  and  wholly 
justifiable  policy  of  exclusion  of  their  ancient  and  still 
potential  enemy,  what  chance  will  there  then  be  for  a 
league  of  nations  to  exist  and  preserve  world  peace? 

Other  nations  might  and  should  join  if  Germany 
remains  world  enemy,  but  even  with  England  and 
France  alone  the  final  outcome  of  such  a  struggle,  in- 
definitely pursued,  would  be  the  destruction  of  the 
weaker  power.  In  such  a  war  of  economics  and  of 
opportunity  and  of  access  to  the  seas  Germany  would 
be  the  loser,  in  the  end  would  have  committed  suicide 
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as  a  great  nation,  though  probably  not  without  another 
war  in  effort  to  save  herself. 

The  world  can  ill  afford  a  war  after  the  war.  But 
there  will  be  war,  and  rumours  and  fears  and  rum- 
blings of  war,  economic  wars  leading  to  wars  of  arms, 
if  the  old  system  lives,  if  the  world  cancer  is  not 
cut  out. 

Instead  of  permitting  the  consequences  of  the  crime 
to  aggravate  the  curse  of  the  disease,  instead  of  let- 
ting the  world  drag  and  drift  along  indefinitely  in  a 
state  of  infection,  instead  of  patiently  waiting  through 
a  prolonged  period  of  danger  till  the  tribe  shall  have 
been  eliminated  by  the  inexorable  attrition  of  retribu- 
tion, by  the  slow  grinding  of  the  mills  of  the  organic 
law,  instead  of  keeping  this  plague-spot  of  the  world 
inflamed  for  perhaps  half  a  century — 

This  Program  would  decree  the  war  cannot  end  till 
Germany  has  conformed  to  the  New  World  in  which 
there  is  to  be  no  cancer,  cannot  be  readmitted  to  the 
'world  until  she  has  purged  herself  of  criminality  and 
■given  hostage  of  her  economic  life — make  this  the  sur- 
geon's knife  that  shall  quickly  end  this  eruption  and 
by  the  same  operation  cut  out  the  core  of  the  cancer 
and  remove  the  whole  infection  from  the  body-politic 
of  our  civilisation. 


CHAPTER  XXX 


THE  WORLD'S  GOLDEN  OPPORTUNITY 

THE  world  is  at  the  cross-roads.  It  has  come  to  the 
point  where  the  master-peoples  may  make  their  future 
whatever  they  wish  to  make  it.  They  may  Stand  Still, 
or  Go  Forward.   The  game  is  in  their  hands. 

If  they  want  to  keep  the  old  system,  and  pay  the 
price,  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  adhere  exclusively  to 
the  old  system's  methods  of  suppressing  this  eruption 
— that  will  automatically  perpetuate  the  old  regime. 

But  if  they  want  to  end  the  old  system  and  put  a  new 
and  superior  system  in  its  place,  all  they  have  to  do  is 
to  set  the  new  system  working,  demonstrate  its  potency 
by  making  it  the  instrument  of  conquering  the  tribe 
and  burying  the  old  system — then  the  new  system  will 
live  and  rule. 

The  war  was  to  bring  answer  to  two  great  ques- 
tions : 

Where  is  mastery  of  the  future  of  the  world  to  lie  ? 

How  is  that  mastery  to  be  used  ? 

The  first  answer  has  been  given.  That  is  settied, 
nothing  can  change  it.  Mastery  of  the  future  lies  in 
the  hands  of  the  peoples  whom  this  war  has  brought 
together  and  who  comprise  the  major  and  superior  part 
of  civilisation.  If  the  fighting  were  to  go  on  fifty 
3'ears  it  could  not  upset  this. 
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Answer  to  the  second  question  alone  remains  to  be 
given.  And  is  not  the  answer  to  the  first  question  also 
the  answer  to  this  one?  With  mastery  of  the  future 
in  their  hands  is  there  anything  for  the  great  nations 
to  do  but  to  show  how  they  will  use  this  power  by  pro- 
ceeding to  use  it  in  making  the  sort  of  world  they 
want? 

And  when  they  do  thus  proceed  in  response  to  the 
organic  law  which  gave  them  the  power,  the  whole 
problem  is  solved. 

Some  time  or  other,  now  or  a  half  century  or  century 
hence,  civilisation  will  have  to  do  this.  It  is  inevitable. 
Toward  it  man  has  been  advancing  through  all  time. 
This  great  convulsion  has  brought  Opportunity  knock- 
ing loudly  at  his  door.  It  has  made  the  world  molten, 
ready  to  be  cast  in  any  shape  the  master-peoples  wish 
it  to  take,  as  it  is  now  cast  it  will  stay  after  it  has 
cooled.  Why  not  open  the  door  to  Opportunity,  open 
it  now?   It  may  be  a  long  time  before  she  calls  again. 

The  aim  of  the  crime  was  to  seize  mastery  over  the 
future — mastery  of  association,  intercourse,  opportu- 
nity. The  crime  has  failed,  but  the  fighting  goes  on. 
And  all  this  time  the  world  has  Mastery  of  the  Future 
in  its  hands  but  fails  to  project  its  mastery  into  the 
future  for  which  we  fight ! 

The  world  has  possession  of  the  very  thing  the  tribe 
would  seize  as  means  of  mastering  the  world,  but 
neglects  to  use  it  as  means  of  mastering  the  tribe. 

This  power  which  the  tribe  sought  in  vain  to  grasp 
and  with  it  make  the  world  slave  the  world  holds  but 
fails  to  use  to  make  itself  forever  free! 
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Instead,  the  world  so  far  places  its  sole  reliance  upon 
the  old  system  whose  impotency  it  has  itself  proven, 
throws  all  its  strength  into  a  primitive  weapon,  a 
clumsy,  brutal,  costly  weapon,  the  favourite  and  only 
weapon  of  the  tribe,  and  with  it  rushes  forth  to  engage 
in  a  duel  with  the  barbarians  as  if  they  were  equals  in 
status  and  honour — fights  them  with  spears,  bludgeons, 
swords,  pikes,  guns,  poison,  whatever  weapons  the  tribe 
choose — goes  back  to  the  cave  age  and  burrows  in  the 
ground  and  from  these  subterranean  labyrinths  fights 
like  rodents  or  serpents  because  that  is  the  way  the 
tribe  fight. 

All  this  for  possession  of  the  prize  of  power  over 
the  future  which  the  world  already  has  but  which  it 
has  left  behind  rusting  in  its  unusedness. 

That  the  world  must  use  these  abhorrent  methods 
of  the  barbarians  in  defence,  resistance,  in  baffling, 
stopping  them,  every  one  perceives.  This  the  world 
has  done.  It  is  shown  that  if  necessary  it  can  beat 
the  tribe  at  this  or  any  other  game. 

But  while  thus  holding  impregnable  the  wall  of 
steel,  for  the  great  offensive  that  is  to  command  con- 
formance to  the  world's  will,  for  mastery  of  the  world's 
future — why  not  bring  Mastery  of  the  Future  out  of 
its  glass  case  and  put  it  into  action? 

The  great  opportunity  of  the  ages  is  here  to-day — 
the  way  out,  the  way  forward.  It  is  the  new,  the  scien- 
tific, the  modern  way,  not  the  way  of  the  old  world 
that  has  passed;  not  by  outsavaging  those  who  have 
reverted  to  savagery;  not  by  a  great  duel  between  the 
young  men  of  the  nations;  not  by  an  international 
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slaughter-match,  the  prize  of  victory  to  those  who  kill 
more  than  they  get  killed ;  not  by  a  struggle  of  endur- 
ance to  test  which  side  has  the  most  lives  to  lose  or 
the  will-power  to  stay  longest  on  the  killing  line ;  not 
by  trying  to  cure  a  national  mania  by  the  primitive 
process  of  blood-drawing ;  not  by  sharing  the  savage's 
superstitious  faith  in  the  magic  power  of  a  red-drip- 
ping sword  to  achieve  social  and  moral  miracles — 

But  by  civilisation  effectively  using  its  great  reserve 
power,  its  control  of  the  future,  its  mastery  over  the 
well-being  and  therefore  over  the  will  of  its  enemies — 
its  organic  right  and  power  to  preserve  its  health  and 
life. 

The  world's  aim  is  not  only  to  suppress  this  crime, 
but  to  suppress  the  system  out  of  which  the  crime 
came.  It  wishes  to  rid  itself  of  war.  War  has  become 
a  mere  superstition.  In  modern  life  it  is  a  reality  only 
as  a  tragedy,  as  any  other  preventable  plague  is  a 
reality.  In  achievement  it  is  as  impotent  as  smallpox. 
It  mars  much,  makes  little.  The  little  it  seems  to 
achieve  must  afterward  be  submitted  to  public  opinion, 
stand  or  fall  by  that  verdict.  The  world  is  beginning 
to  see  it  would  be  better  to  go  straight  to  public  opin- 
ion in  the  first  place. 

Before  this  war  all  nations,  save  one,  kept  milita- 
rism for  defence  only.  Now  the  world's  common  sense 
tells  it  how  idiotic  is  the  maintenance  of  a  vast  and 
burdensome  system,  none  of  it  to  do  useful  things 
with,  but  the  greater  part  of  it  simply  to  prevent  a 
smaller  part  of  the  same  system  doings  things  which 
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should  not  be  done,  which  can't  be  done,  and  which 
none  but  madmen  would  try  to  do ! 

Through  four  years  the  great,  terrible  superstition 
of  war  has  ravaged  and  bewitched  the  world.  But 
at  last  the  world,  or  some  of  it,  begins  to  see  that  as 
militarism  has  no  other  function  than  to  stop  a  part  of 
itself,  if  no  one  be  permitted  to  keep  one  part  no  one 
will  need  keep  the  other  part;  that  if  war-witchcraft 
be  added  to  the  world's  huge  scrap-heap  of  discarded 
superstitions,  it  will  never  again  be  necessary  to  burn 
a  few  millions  of  human  beings  at  the  stake  to  dem- 
onstrate that  there  is  no  such  thing. 

And  it  should  be  obvious  enough  that  if  any  nation 
deliberately  clings  to  such  madness  and  makes  itself 
a  plague  upon  the  world,  the  best  treatment  is  to  iso- 
late the  patient,  refuse  all  association  with  it,  shut 
it  in,  shut  it  out,  quarantine  it,  till  it  recovers  reason. 

It  is  of  course  possible  man  may  at  this  juncture 
fail  to  realise  and  use  the  omnipotent  power  nature 
has  placed  at  his  hands.  But  if  he  does  so  fail  he 
will  be  untrue  to  the  best  of  himself  and  of  his  past. 
It  will  be  as  if  he  had  yielded  to  those  who  wished  to 
perpetuate  human  slavery  because  it  was  an  old  and 
settled  system;  to  those  who  sneered  at  steam  and 
would  cling  to  the  way  of  work  their  fathers  had  taught 
them,  with  muscle,  sinew  and  sweat  of  brow;  to  those 
who  scoffed  at  anesthetics  and  preferred  the  time- 
honoured  knife  and  torture ;  to  those  who  loved  the  es- 
tablished divine  right  of  kings  and  jeered  at  the  rabble 
experiment  of  democracy;  to  those  who  idolised  all 
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their  familiar  and  ancient  superstitions  and  would  have 
none  of  other  men's  upstart  science. 

So  even  now  man  may  yield  to  those  who  instinc- 
tively want  everything  done  just  as  it  has  always  been 
done;  who  would  have  eye  for  eye  and  tooth  for  tooth, 
not  only  now  but  ever;  to  whom  the  problem  of  others 
is  no  concern  of  theirs;  who  believe  the  best  way  to  get 
sense  into  an  enemy's  head  is  to  knock  out  his  brains ; 
who  think  the  only  power  in  this  world  is  that  of 
physical  coercion,  that  as  the  world  has  always  had  a 
system  of  international  antagonism  it  must  always 
have  one;  who  prefer  going  on  picking  up  live  coals 
with  their  bare  fingers  and  are  impatient  with  those 
who  venture  to  suggest :  Why  not  use  the  tongs? 

It  may  be  thus,  we  may  not  go  forward,  the  great 
war  may  be  a  great  failure.  But  it  is  difficult  to 
believe.  One's  faith  in  his  race,  in  its  constructive 
intelligence,  is  too  strong  to  admit  of  fear. 

In  a  civilisation  built  upon  an  infinite  co-partnership 
and  harmony  with  nature,  nature's  laws  must  be  su- 
preme. In  a  civilisation  based  upon  mind,  in  which  all 
material  things  are  mere  tools  and  servants,  the  mind 
must  be  master.  And  though  in  the  swirl  of  the  great 
conflict  there  are  moments  when  it  seems  as  if  the  mind 
had  abdicated  and  become  the  inferior  and  slave  of 
muscle,  these  moments  are  now  passing,  reason  is  ready 
to  reassert  supremacy. 


CHAPTER  XXXI 


THE  STORM  WILL  PASS,  THE  SUN  STILL  IS  THERE 

THE  storm  has  spent  its  fury.    It  has  not  wholly 
passed,  but  the  air  is  clearing.    We  get  occasional 
glimpses  of  the  sun  that  still  is  in  the  sky  of  the  world. 
In  its  light,  dim  as  it  yet  is,  we  begin  to  see  some 
things  more  clearly.    The  younger  men  of  the  world 
go  on  fighting,  and  they  fight  splendidly  to  bring  vic- 
tory.  While  they  successfully  fight  for  our  future,  the 
best  sign  of  the  hour  is  that  the  world's  older  men 
are  beginning  to  think  how  the  victory  may  be  made 
to  bring  the  sort  of  future  the  world  craves.    And  if 
the  world's  statesmen  will  do  as  good  a  job  of  thinking 
as  the  world's  fighters  are  doing  their  job  of  fight- 
ing, the  war  will  not  be  won  in  the  field  and  be  lost 
in  the  peace. 

Despite  the  passion  of  the  great  game  of  war,  many 
men  are  beginning  to  see  that  one  side  maiming  and 
killing  the  other,  the  taking  of  a  little  more  or  less 
ground,  can  of  itself  have  no  more  effect  upon  the  in- 
stitutions, processes  and  life  of  the  world  of  the  future 
than  the  lighting  of  a  boys'  bonfire  can  have  upon  the 
climate;  that  the  only  effect  the  fighting  can  have 
upon  the  future  is  outside  itself,  beyond  its  direct  ma- 
terial results,  lies  wholly  in  its  moral  consequences,  in 
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its  influence  upon  the  will  of  the  peoples  behind  the 
fighting. 

The  real  war,  therefore,  is  not  upon  the  battlefields 
of  France,  it  is  in  the  minds  of  the  peoples  of  the  world. 
And  in  the  clearing  air  many  perceive  that  other  things, 
which  must  endure  and  operate  long  after  the  fighting 
is  over,  have  power  of  action  upon  the  will  of  peoples 
almost  infinitely  greater  than  that  of  the  fighting. 

As  this  is  written  the  second  battle  of  the  Marne 
nears  its  end.  The  first  battle  of  the  Marne  was 
fought  four  years  ago.  That  was  the  critical  battle 
of  the  war,  the  only  critical  battle  this  war  has  known. 
It  profoundly  affected  the  minds  of  men  throughout 
the  world  because  it  threatened  profoundly  to  affect 
the  future  of  the  world.  It  might  have  led  to  the  cap- 
ture of  Paris,  to  the  serious  crippling  of  valiant  France, 
to  the  illusion  of  tribal  conquest  of  the  world. 

Therefore  it  was  critical.  But  in  no  event  could  it 
Have  been  decisive.  Its  only  possible  achievement  was 
to  prolong  the  struggle  even  beyond  the  great  pro- 
longation which  has  followed.  It  could  not  have 
changed  the  final  outcome,  but  it  might  have  postponed 
that  outcome  ten  or  twenty  years.  It  was  not  then 
possible,  it  never  will  be  possible,  for  this  or  any  other 
tribe  to  conquer  the  great  peoples,  the  race  of  free 
men  the  organic  law  has  bred. 

The  great  plot  fell  down  at  the  first  Marne.  Before 
that  it  was  nothing  but  an  illusion,  since  then  it  has 
not  been  even  an  illusion.  And  that  was  four  years 
ago !  Germany  was  in  fact  beaten,  her  conspiracy  shat- 
tered, at  the  first  Marne,  we  have  been  fighting  ever 
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since,  now  are  just  finishing  the  second  Marne.  And 
many  wise  men  prophesy  that  one,  two,  perhaps  three 
years  hence  we  shall  be  fighting  the  first  or  possibly 
the  second  battle  of  the  Rhine! 

Why  all  these  years  of  bloody  struggle  after  the 
plot  had  failed  and  the  world's  defence  had  won? 
Why  four  years  of  battles,  with  possibly  further  years 
of  battles  ahead,  after  the  collapse  of  the  crime? 

Because  of  the  sheer  momentum  of  the  tempest. 
Because  of  the  persistence  of  forces  in  a  straight  line. 
Because  of  traditions,  preconceptions,  mental  habits, 
the  magic  of  the  old  names  of  things  and  the  power  of 
the  old  maxims  about  things.  Because  of  the  stubborn- 
ness of  human  nature,  the  fighting  spirit  of  the  highest 
of  animals,  the  bulldogism  of  the  race  of  men.  Be- 
cause of  the  universality  of  the  ancient  adage  that 
wars  must  be  fought  to  a  finish,  appeal  to  the  sword 
and  die  by  the  sword.  Because  war  was  of  yesterday 
and  this  war  carried  modern  men's  minds  back  two 
centuries  and  made  them  savage.  Because  in  crucial 
stress  the  pluck  of  the  race  was  keener  than  its  percep- 
tions. Because  one  side  was  slow  and  loath  to  see 
that  it  had  lost,  the  other  side  was  slow  to  see  that  it 
had  won. 

Because  war  is  a  game  which  man  plays  more  fiercely 
than  any  other  game  of  life,  with  more  dogged  deter- 
mination to  win — often  with  an  ardour  for  winning 
which  shuts  out  much  thought  of  just  what  is  to  be 
won — the  "winning"  becomes  the  chief  and  the 
prize  of  it  the  small  thing.  A  game  in  which  whilst 
the  momentum  is  on  both  sides  fight  in  this  spirit,  the 
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spirit  of  each  tending  to  make  that  of  the  other  fiercer 
and  more  implacable;  both  think  it  craven  to  stop  or 
even  to  propose  stopping  as  long  as  they  can  see  the 
red  in  the  eyes  of  the  other  side.  A  game  without  an 
umpire,  without  rules  for  ending  it,  without  limit — 
and  in  this  fiercest  of  all  wars  a  game  even  without 
rules  governing  the  playing! 

Because,  above  all,  of  the  profound  indignation  and 
yearning  for  punishment  and  justice  the  great  black 
crime  and  the  countless  lesser  crimes  in  its  train  had 
sunk  deep  into  the  souls  of  the  world's  master  peoples. 

This  momentum  was  inevitable.  It  was  fixed  in  the 
scheme  of  things.  The  mighty  convulsion  had  to  run 
its  course,  had  to  run  a  long  time  after  the  final  out- 
come had  become  apparent  to  those  who  had  time  to 
pause  and  think.  It  had  to  run  till  its  natural  effects 
gradually  emerged,  showed  themselves  above  the  bat- 
tlelines,  were  recognised,  finally  made  use  of.  It  had 
to  run  until  one  or  both  sides  could  really  find  itself, 
drop  illusions  and  get  back  to  realities,  until  one  or 
both  sides  could  get  out  of  yesterday  and  start  thinking 
from  to-day  into  to-morrow. 

The  momentum  had  to  run  till  its  natural  effect  upon 
the  side  that  was  weaker  and  wrong  could  show  itself. 
This  effect  has  already  come.  It  has  come  in  realisa- 
tion within  the  tribe  that  the  great  adventure  is  a  great 
fiasco ;  that  if  it  was  not  the  crime  the  heartless  world 
insists  upon  naming  it,  it  was  a  blunder  worse  than 
crime  because  it  did  not  succeed ;  that  booty  won  is  not 
a  permanent  possession  but  at  best  only  a  pawn  with 
which  to  lessen  punishment ;  that  the  real  power  to  ad- 
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minister  punishment  is  power  over  the  future,  and  that 
this  is  the  master  power;  that  in  this  struggle  for  the 
future  the  world  is  victor  through  its  supreme  power 
over  the  future;  a  realisation  that  has  come  at  last  ac- 
companied by  an  almost  agonising  fear  of  what  the 
master  may  do  with  his  power. 

The  momentum  had  to  run  till  the  side  that  was 
master  and  right  should  become  conscious  of  its  mas- 
tery, this  consciousness  should  be  followed  by  realisa- 
tion of  the  true  source  of  mastery,  this  in  turn  should 
bring  the  consciousness  of  responsibility — the  responsi- 
bility which  always  goes  with  mastery,  that  of  finding 
the  way  out  and  compelling  the  beaten  side  to  take  it. 
This  effect  is  now  overdue. 

All  these  processes  of  the  momentum  have  run  their 
course.  It  is  not  necessary  they  should  go  further. 
The  fear  of  the  loser  as  to  the  penalties  has  enabled 
him  to  see  that  he  has  lost  before  the  sense  of  responsi- 
bility of  the  victor  has  led  him  to  understand  that  he 
has  won.  It  has  taken  both  sides  a  long  time  to  see 
that  which  from  the  outset  was  made  inevitable  by 
organic  law  and  which  for  a  considerable  time  has 
been  conspicuously  obvious. 

Almost  any  time  after  the  first  Marne  the  far-sighted 
might  have  seen  that  in  the  social  and  political  poten- 
tialities of  the  modern  world,  as  well  as  in  its  mathe- 
matics, one  and  one  make  two.  The  second  Marne 
has  gloriously  made  sure  that  two  and  two  are  four. 

But,  god  of  war,  is  it  necessary  to  have  a  third 
Marne  or  a  first  or  second  Rhine  to  prove  that  twice 
four  is  eight? 


CHAPTER  XXXII 


THE  HOUR  OF  RECKONING 

NEVER  before  was  there  such  a  manifestation  of 
the  power  of  natural  law  over  the  destinies  of  men. 
The  outraged  law,  patiently  awaiting  its  hour,  now 
comes  forward  and  demands  its  reckoning.  It  de- 
mands that  equilibrium  be  restored,  that  the  Solution 
shall  come,  that  its  own  dominion  be  made  far  more 
complete. 

The  great  forces  which  the  crime  set  in  motion 
have  changed  alignment.  As  long  as  the  success  of 
the  crime  was  possible  they  necessarily  clashed  at  right 
angles,  with  frightfully  destructive  impact.  But  since 
that  danger  passed,  and  the  only  practical  question  is 
as  to  the  consequences  of  the  unsuccessful  crime,  the 
forces  no  longer  meet  at  the  perpendicular — they  are 
in  parallel.  The  reactions  to  the  crime  have  displaced 
the  crime  itself  as  a  matter  of  world  concern  and 
policy.  The  problem  has  in  fact  solved  itself  through 
the  convergence  of  its  reactions. 

This  convergence  comes  through  the  law's  decree 
that  there  is  only  one  way  in  which  both  sides  can 
escape  the  consequences  of  the  crime — by  creating  a 
world  system  in  which  such  crimes  will  hereafter  be 
impossible. 

16- 
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In  the  world's  hands  the  convergence  places  an  in- 
vincible power — 

The  power  to  compel  the  tribe  to  surrender  to  the 
world's  will  and  do  that  which  is  essential  to  the 
world's  peace  and  progress — 

The  same  thing  being  indispensable  to  the  very  ex- 
istence of  the  tribe. 

The  great  crime  put  Germany  outside  the  world's 
pale.  She  must  get  back  into  the  world  or  go  down. 
This  is  her  indispensable  for  which  she  must  pay  any 
price  demanded. 

But  Germany  cannot  go  back  into  the  world  as  it 
was — that  would  be  fatal  to  her,  that  would  bring  the 
natural  and  inevitable  consequences  of  the  crime  down 
upon  her. 

Therefore  going  forward  to  a  New  World  is  an 
absolute  necessity  to  Germany. 

The  world  cannot  afford  to  let  Germany  back  into 
fellowship  in  the  old  system  of  armed  antagonisms, 
for  then  the  world  must  be  an  armed  camp,  a  world 
without  real  peace. 

The  world  cannot  go  forward  to  a  sane  life  unless 
Germany  be  readmitted  to  association,  for  if  she  re- 
mains outside  she  remains  enemy  and  the  world  stands 
still,  reaps  the  consequences  of  the  crime  because  Ger- 
many reaps  them. 

Hence  the  only  and  obvious  Solution  is : 

The  Old  World  MUST  GO  and  the  New  World 
MUST  COME  as  the  means  of  ending  the  war — any 
other  outcome  is  a  failure  for  everybody. 
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Neither  the  world  nor  Germany  can  go  back  to  the 
old  system — that  would  mean  disaster  to  both. 

The  master-peoples  must  proceed  at  once  to  set  up 
the  new  system,  make  the  New  World,  and  name  the 
conditions  on  which  Germany  may  enter  it. 

To  become  again  a  member  of  the  world  Germany 
must  help  destroy  the  old  system  which  came  so  near 
to  destroying  Germany,  help  establish  the  new  system, 
the  only  one  that  can  save  Germany,  conform  to  that 
new  system,  disarm,  give  hostage,  stop  being  crimi- 
nal, enemy  of  the  world,  in  a  world  so  efficiently  or- 
ganised that  no  criminal  or  enemy  nation,  Teuton  or 
other,  can  exist  within  it. 

To  attain  this  her  supreme  indispensable  Germany 
must  submit  to  all  conditions  which  the  world  im- 
poses— submit  or  deliberately  commit  national  suicide. 

If  that  which  is  essential  to  the  world  were  inimical 
to  the  tribe;  if  that  which  is  indispensable  to  the  tribe 
were  hurtful  to  the  world;  if  only  one  of  the  indis- 
pensables  could  be  attained,  and  a  choice  between  them 
had  to  be  made,  then  indeed  there  would  be  some- 
thing for  both  to  fight  about  to  the  bitter  end. 

But  the  two  indispensables  cannot  be  separated. 
They  are  indissoluble,  fixed  parts  of  the  same  thing. 
Neither  can  come  alone,  they  must  both  come  together 
or  not  at  all.  It  is  of  the  highest  advantage  to  each 
side  that  the  other  side  shall  attain  its  true  aim. 

The  consequences  of  the  crime  are  the  future,  the 
future  of  both  sides — only  one  sort  of  future  will  be 
a  blessing  to  both — any  other  will  be  a  curse  to  both. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII 


THE  TYPE  OF  CIVILISATION  WHICH  IS  TO  LIVE 

THE  tribe  reverted  to  a  barbaric  type  of  civilisa- 
tion and  tried  to  force  that  upon  the  world  with  the 
terrorism  of  armed  coercion.  The  world  will  not 
have  it.  And  the  fact  that  such  an  attempt  was  pos- 
sible under  the  existing  type  has  convinced  the  world 
it  must  now  go  forward  to  a  superior  type  in  which 
such  things  are  not  possible. 

It  is  settled  that  the  world  is  not  to  go  back  to  the 
tribal  type,  the  world  wishes  to  go  forward  to  the 
superior  type,  and  if  it  now  determines  it  will  go  for- 
ward the  only  remaining  question  is  whether  the  tribe 
will  or  will  not  go  forward  with  it. 

If  the  world  decides  to  go  forward,  but  clings  to  the 
old  method  of  armed  coercion  for  compelling  the  tribe 
to  go  with  it,  it  will  not  go  forward  at  all. 

But  the  new  type  has  its  own  superior  method  of 
compulsion  :  If  the  tribe  will  not  come  with  the  world 
they  are  no  longer  part  of  the  world.  The  meaning 
of  which  is — they  must  come. 

Why  should  not  the  Society  of  Nations  be  at  once 
set  functioning,  and  in  its  first  act  issue  this  Decree  ? 

This  is  the  type  of  civilisation  the  world  is  hence- 
forth to  have — one  in  which  organised  international 
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co-operation  is  substituted  for  organised  international 
coercion — a  world  community  in  which  enemies  of 
the  community  cannot  exist. 

Why  should  not  the  Society  of  Nations  then  dictate 
the  conditions  of  peace  to  the  German  people,  frankly 
pointing  out  the  two  roads,  the  world's  full  purpose, 
the  consequences  ? 

By  your  own  act  you  have  shut  yourselves  out  from 
the  world.  We  name  the  definite  conditions  upon 
which  you  may,  if  you  wish,  be  readmitted.  The  con- 
ditions are  wholly  constructive,  not  punitive.  They 
are  just  and  generous.  They  leave  your  nation  all 
rights,  freedom,  independence,  opportunity,  which 
other  nations  enjoy. 

The  world  regards  this  war  you  made  upon  it  as  a 
crime,  but  it  seeks  no  vengeance  upon  you.  Instead  of 
vengeance,  it  asks  you  to  save  yourselves  from  the 
natural  consequences  of  that  crime — consequences 
which  will  overwhelm  you  if  the  world  stays  as  it  was. 

It  gives  you  opportunity  to  do  infinitely  more  for 
yourselves  than  you  could  have  done  had  all  your  mad 
dreams  of  military  conquest  come  true,  for  it  opens 
the  door  by  which  you  may  slowly  regain  the  inesti- 
mable loss  you  have  suffered — the  confidence,  good 
will,  fellowship  of  the  human  race. 

It  takes  away  the  millstone  of  militarism  which 
hangs  about  your  neck,  which  has  brought  you  only 
the  world's  obloquy,  and  which  will  draw  you  down 
to  moral  and  economic  ruin  if  the  old  system  remains. 

It  relieves  you  of  the  curse  of  that  system,  and  of 
the  burdens  and  sacrifices  of  maintaining  that  curse. 
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If  you  refuse  to  come  forward  with  us  to  this  su- 
perior system,  become  again  a  member  of  the  family  ' 
of  nations  on  equal  terms  with  all  others,  disarming 
as  all  disarm,  giving  the  same  hostage  to  good  faith 
that  all  give,  enjoying  as  all  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
the  new  era — security,  stability,  perpetual  peace,  as- 
sured justice,  free  participation  in  the  world's  work 
and  thrift — 

Such  refusal  can  mean  only  that  you  are  determined 
to  remain  enemy  to  the  peoples  you  refuse  to  join,  de- 
termined again  to  seek  dominion  over  them  with  arms. 

It  will  mean  a  perpetual  conflict  between  the  type 
of  civilisation  for  which  you  stand  and  the  type  the 
remainder  of  the  world  intends  to  have.  While  both 
exist  the  only  contacts  between  them  must  be  those  of 
hostility,  there  can  be  no  association. 

For  yourselves  you  have  right  to  choose  any  type 
of  civilisation  you  wish,  but  you  cannot  impose  it 
upon  peoples  who  are  unwilling  to  have  it.  You  can 
carry  it  only  where  your  sword  will  take  it;  and  if 
you  believe  your  sword  can  conquer  enough  of  the 
world  to  give  you  a  dominion  of  success  and  prosperity 
you  have  only  to  go  on  trying  it.  If  this  shall  be  your 
choice  the  world  will  regret  it,  but  does  not  fear  you. 

You  cannot  continue  being  alternately  one  and  then 
the  other,  now  of  the  world,  now  enemy  of  the  world 
s — henceforth  you  must  be  one  or  the  other  all  the  time, 
it  is  for  you  now  to  choose  which. 

If  you  so  will  you  may  have  your  type  of  civilisa- 
tion, for  and  within  yourselves,  and  work  out  its 
virtues  to  your  heart's  content.   The  world  has  no  in- 
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tent  to  go  back  to  the  spirit  and  methods  of  the  old 
system,  no  intent  to  try  to  do  to  you  that  which  you 
tried  to  do  to  the  world — force  a  system  upon  you  by 
means  of  armed  invasion  and  subjugation. 

But  as  long  as  you  adhere  to  your  type  and  the  old 
system  the  world  will  exercise  its  right  to  choose  with 
whom  it  will  or  will  not  associate.  All  that  part  of 
the  world  your  sword  cannot  pry  open  will  be  closed  to 
you.  There  will  then  be  two  political,  social  and 
economic  subdivisions  of  the  world : 

In  one,  nearly  the  whole  of  the  population  of  the 
globe,  the  greater  part  of  its  area,  resources,  materials, 
commerce,  all  the  highways  of  the  seas; 

In  the  other,  Prussia  and  her  satellites  of  Germany 
and  her  other  allies — if  Prussia  can  retain  allies — a 
small  fragment  of  the  earth's  peoples,  without  free 
access  to  the  oceans. 

And  between  these  two  systems  no  relationships,  no 
intercourse,  no  interchanges,  no  commerce  except  such 
as  you  may  be  able  to  smuggle  across  borders. 

There  you  may  stay,  in  the  system  of  your  choice, 
shut  in,  as  long  as  you  wish.  If  you  attempt  with 
force  to  break  out,  to  thrust  yourselves  upon  others 
who  want  none  of  you,  the  world  will  use  all  necessary 
force  to  push  you  back  again,  to  protect  all  peoples 
from  your  aggression,  to  restrict  you  to  your  own  ter- 
ritory. 

There  you  shall  stay,  shut  in  and  shut  out,  be  it  one 
generation  or  one  century,  until  you  abandon  the 
system  of  coercion  and  are  ready  to  seek  admission  to 
the  world's  system  of  co-operation. 
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This  is  the  method  of  determining  the  superiority 
of  conflicting  types  of  social  life  and  civilisation  which 
the  organic  law  ordains.  It  is  the  law's  method  of 
natural  selection  of  the  one  that  is  fittest  to  survive. 

Which  of  these  types  do  you  think  will  live,  which 
perish  ? 


CHAPTER  XXXIV 

LET  THE  WORLD  USE  THE  SURGEON'S  KNIFE 

WHEN  an  organised  and  henceforth  all-masterful 
civilisation  thus  issues  its  mandate  to  an  erring  mem- 
ber, that  member  must  obey.  Self-preservation  de- 
mands obedience — submission  is  only  a  question  of 
time. 

And  time  becomes  an  important  factor.  Germany 
is  defeated,  but  the  final  peace  is  yet  to  be  made.  No 
one  can  foresee  what  may  happen  before  that  is  accom- 
plished. If  the  tribe  should  in  the  end  balk  at  the 
world's  terms,  attempt  evasion,  delay,  trickery,  treach- 
ery, persistence  in  revolt  or  bad  faith  that  might  im- 
peril the  world's  great  forward  movement,  it  will  be 
civilisation's  duty  to  protect  humanity  from  all  un- 
necessary prolongation  of  the  now  futile  and  aimless 
struggle.  To  such  persistency  in  wrong  nature  herself, 
and  society  as  part  of  nature,  always  applies  the  cor- 
rection of  cumulative  punishment,  uses  the  surgeon's 
knife  to  bring  early  restoration  of  normality. 

The  Society  of  Nations  should  adopt  this  principle : 
For  every  month's  resistance  or  delay  beyond  a 
set  date  the  penalty  of  a  year's  extension  of  the  period 
which  must  elapse  between  the  final  peace  and  Ger- 
many's full  restoration  to  world  intercourse. 
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World  society  will  thus  have  applied  to  this  revolt 
the  time-tested  social  regulatory  system  of  reward  and 
punishment:  For  immediate  cessation  of  rebellion 
with  hostage  to  future  conduct,  the  reward  of  such 
immediate  rehabilitation  as  governmental  action  can 
give;  for  persistence  in  futile  resistance,  the  penalty 
of  a  steadily  lengthening  period  of  exclusion  and  pro- 
bation. 

It  is  clear  that  if  even  a  small  part  of  this  period  of 
penalty  shall  ever  be  applied  to  Germany  it  will  bring 
disaster,  that  application  of  a  large  measure  of  it 
would  mean  ruin. 

It  is  also  clear  that  if  a  triumphant  world  were  to 
inflict  such  terrible  effects  upon  Germany  without  right 
of  saving  choice  by  that  nation,  without  opportunity 
to  avert  them  by  compliance  to  the  world's  will — if 
they  were  inflicted  in  vengeance,  after  the  war  was 
over,  as  expiation  of  the  crime  of  the  last  four  years, 
it  would  be  a  cruel,  almost  a  malignant  justice.  It 
would  be  the  justice  of  the  old  system,  the  justice  Ger- 
many would  give  her  victims  were  she  the  conqueror 
instead  of  the  conquered. 

But  as  part  of  the  war,  as  the  surgeon's  knife,  with 
right  of  choice  and  as  means  of  bringing  the  right 
choice,  as  means  of  quickly  ending  revolt  and  giving 
it  an  ending  which  saves  Germany  from  the  impending 
fatal  sequences  of  her  crime,  it  is  a  constructive  merci- 
fulness. 


CHAPTER  XXXV 


THE  TRUTH  WILL  VANQUISH  THE  TRIBE  AND  SET  THE 

WORLD  FREE 

IF  it  is  true  that  the  convergence  of  reactions  in  this 
mighty  upheaval  leaves  but  One  Outcome  which  will 
solve  the  whole  problem,  with  nought  but  monstrous 
paradoxes  standing  in  the  way — and  it  is  true,  is  it 
not? — the  first  necessary  condition-precedent  is  that 
the  world  itself  shall  see  this  Truth,  for  then,  and 
then  only,  can  it  make  the  tribe  see  it. 

How  can  the  world  be  made  to  see  it?  See  it 
quickly  enough  to  make  the  truth  the  solvent?  Not 
by  propaganda,  not  by  writing  and  preaching,  not  by 
puny  efforts  of  humble  citizens  of  the  world  penning 
books  like  this. 

There  is  but  one  way:  The  molten  world  awaits 
its  new  mould;  it  looks  to  its  statesmen,  whom  it  is 
ready  to  follow  anywhere,  to  give  the  pattern.  There 
are  just  three  men  in  the  world  who  can  do  this.  Their 
place  is  on  the  mountain  tops,  all  men  see  them,  all 
men  listen  to  them.  They  are  the  leaders  of  hosts,  the 
captains  of  the  soul  of  civilisation.  If  Woodrow  Wil- 
son, Lloyd  George  and  Georges  Clemenceau  see  this 
Truth  they  can  make  the  world  see  it.  And  this  little1 
book  is  written  by  one  small  man  for  the  eyes  of  these 
three  great  men. 
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If  these  really  great  men,  great  in  character  and 
genius  as  in  place  and  responsibility,  will  see  this 
Truth,  proceed  to  make  it  the  world's  instru- 
ment of  power,  they  can  set  it  so  high  in  the  heavens, 
make  it  shine  there  so  luminously,  that  all  men  will  hail 
it  as  the  solar  centre  of  their  new  and  far  better  world. 

Even  the  masters  and  dupes  of  the  tribe  must  see  it, 
for  it  shines  for  them  too.  No  more  an  absolutism  is 
the  law  of  gravitation  in  the  physical  world  than  is 
the  law  of  association  in  the  social  world.  These 
super-savages  know  they  are  amenable  to  the  first,  the 
world  may  make  them  know  they  are  amenable  to  the 
other. 

It  would  be  a  waste  of  breath  to  try  to  make  them 
see  this  by  preaching  to  them  of  laws  in  the  abstract — 
it  is  necessary  to  apply  to  them  in  the  concrete  the 
painful  effects  of  the  violation  of  law.  Already  they 
have  glimpsed  some  of  these  effects,  they  must  be 
made  to  see  them  all. 

This  international  criminal  has  a  large  family  and 
a  large  business.  He  is  so  selfishly  devoted  to  both  he 
believes  the  best  way  to  promote  their  welfare  is  to 
ride  roughshod  over  all  neighbours  and  rivals.  Now 
he  makes  the  discovery  that  he  cannot  ride  over  his 
strong  neighbours.  At  the  same  time  he  discovers 
these  neighbours  have  control  over  the  future  pros- 
perity of  his  family  and  his  business.  Therefore  he  is 
ready  to  be  good  again,  for  a  time,  that  his  family 
may  get  back  into  fellowship,  his  business  into  world 
activities.  And  this  is  almost  infinitely  more  important 
to  him  than  any  of  the  material  results  of  the  warfare. 
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Why  should  the  master-peoples  go  on  indefinitely 
playing  the  game  of  this  tribe  as  if  that  were  the  only 
game  in  the  modern  world  ?  Why  not  play  their  own 
game?    Why  not  say  to  the  tribe — 

"For  four  years  we  have  played  your  game — the 
game  of  the  old  system  that  is  going  into  oblivion,  a 
great,  historic,  heroic,  terrible  game,  now  more  bar- 
baric, woe-making,  wasteful  of  human  life  and  energy 
than  it  ever  was  in  the  era  of  barbarism  whence  it 
came.  We  have  shown  that  we  can  beat  you  at  that 
game,  much  as  we  abhor  it,  little  as  is  our  faith  in  it, 
small  as  is  our  wish  to  do  that  which  we  have  the 
power  to  do — turn  it  against  you  and  crush  you  as  you 
tried  to  crush  us. 

"But  now  you  must  play  our  game — the  game  of 
the  new  world,  the  game  of  the  superior  system  that 
is  just  coming  into  dominion,  the  game  of  modern 
realities,  the  game  of  civilised  men  not  of  barbarians, 
the  game  which  must  be  played  by  the  rules  or  not  at 
all,  the  game  which  protects  the  weak  as  well  as  the 
strong, — the  game  of  the  control  of  the  neighbourship 
of  nations  by  taking  all  neighbour  relations  away 
from  sinners  until  they  make  themselves  good  neigh- 
bours— the  game  of  controlling  the  policies  of  peoples 
by  control  of  their  future  life,  not  by  exterminating 
life — the  game  of  isolation,  not  of  invasion. 

"If  you  cling  to  the  old  game,  it  will  ruin  your 
family  and  your  business.  The  new  game  will  save 
you.  The  old  game  is  dead — henceforth  the  new  game 
rules  the  earth.  You  must  abandon  the  one,  take  to 
the  other. 
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This  war  began  with  a  criminal  lie,  it  went  on  in  a 
monstrous  fiction,  it  must  end  by  the  German  nation 
facing  the  Truth : 

They  believe  they  can  do  both — get  back  into  the 
world's  intercourse  and  remain  an  armed,  potential 
enemy  of  the  world.  They  must  be  made  to  know 
they  can  do  only  one  of  these. 

They  believe  they  can  force  the  nations  to  a  council 
chamber  and  there  haggle  for  terms.  They  must  be 
made  to  know  there  are  to  be  no  councils,  that  the 
world  will  not  negotiate  but  dictate  a  peace. 

They  believe  the  world  will  make  a  peace  in  which 
their  treaty  covenant  is  accepted  as  guarantee  of 
future  good  faith.  They  must  be  made  to  know  the 
world  will  not  take  their  word,  but  demands  hostage 
of  their  economic  life. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI 


TO  ESCAPE  THE  NOOSE  THE  CRIMINALS  WILL 
ABANDON  CRIME 

WHEN  the  master  makes  up  his  mind  to  proceed 
to  mastery  he  may  project  his  will  into  the  tribal  mind, 
not  in  driblets  vague  and  doubtful,  but  as  an  ava- 
lanche. He  can  do  it  without  cost  to  himself,  without 
abating  in  the  slightest  all  his  other  efforts.  He  can 
do  it  at  once — can  invade  all  Germany,  all  German 
hopes  and  all  of  Germany's  future  with  a  stroke  of 
his  pen. 

He  can  do  it  with  an  Ultimatum  which  is  the  light- 
ning-flash of  the  law,  which  solves  the  whole  problem, 
which  presents  the  One  Way  Out,  which  marks  a  turn- 
ing-point in  history,  the  beginning  of  an  epoch,  which 
brings  the  hour  of  Fate  to  Germany,  which  shows  that 
people  the  one  prize  for  which  they  yearn  and  which 
their  mad  masters  are  incapable  of  providing  them — 
the  way  to  rehabilitation  and  life. 

The  moment  the  German  nation  gets  the  full 
truth — that  the  plot  which  was  to  put  Germany  on  top 
of  the  world  ends  in  putting  Germany  out  of  the 
world,  that  Germany  must  get  back  in  or  go  down, 
that  it  cannot  get  back  by  fighting  but  only  by  stopping 
fighting  and  ridding  itself  of  the  whole  system  of  fight- 
ing— that  the  peoples  who  are  the  real  friends  of  the 
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German  people  are  the  peoples  they  now  fight,  that 
their  real  enemies  are  their  own  masters — the  whole 
system  of  fiction  and  falsehood  and  treachery  to  one's 
own  will  topple  over  like  a  house  of  cards. 

The  oligarchy  will  not  wait  for  the  penalties  of  the 
law  to  be  applied.  For  well  do  they  know  that  if  only 
a  small  part  of  the  effects  shall  come  and  Germany 
tumble  into  the  inevitable  bankruptcy,  panic,  repudia- 
tion or  asphyxiation  of  the  monster  war  debt,  unem- 
ployment, poverty,  hunger,  desperation,  perhaps  social 
and  political  revolution,  they  will  themselves  fall  into 
the  abyss  thus  created.  They  must  avert  this  abyss 
or  perish  in  it. 

When  the  war  thus  ends  in  the  greatest  achieve- 
ment of  progress  history  has  recorded,  what  becomes 
of  the  makers  of  the  blackest  crime  of  the  ages — 
are  they  to  go  unpunished  ? 

The  law  will  have  its  vengeance.  The  whole  Ger- 
man nation  must  enter  upon  an  indefinite  period  of 
atonement  and  humiliation.  They  must  do  much 
penance.  No  power  on  earth  can  transform  human 
nature,  veto  the  law's  commands,  stop  the  spontaneous 
part  of  the  great  social  process  of  discipline  and  retri- 
bution. For  a  generation  "made  in  Germany"  will 
be  a  mark  of  taint  upon  all  the  efforts,  products,  ac- 
tivities of  that  people.  Regardless  of  the  nominal  re- 
habilitation, and  the  formal  readmission  to  the  family 
of  nations,  a  decade  or  two  must  pass  before  the 
German  government  finds  any  warmer  welcome  than 
polite  tolerance  or  is  able  to  wield  real  influence  or 
command  sincere  respect  in  the  world's  councils. 
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Individual  nations  will  of  course  reserve  right  to  fix 
the  conditions  of  their  future  intercourse  with  Ger- 
many, and  under  this  right  Teuton  hopes  may  meet 
many  cruel  disappointments.  In  thousands  of  ways 
the  people  of  the  world  are  sure  to  make  the  period  of 
probation  a  painful  one — the  way  of  the  transgressor 
was  never  a  path  of  roses.  The  German  people  will 
have  need  of  all  their  patience  and  fortitude.  Both 
pride  and  prosperity  are  likely  to  suffer  many  heavy 
falls  amongst  them.  Above  all,  they  will  have  need 
of  humility.  No  longer  feared,  it  will  be  long  before 
they  are  again  loved.  No  longer  able  to  go  forth  in 
the  world  seeking  power  and  profit,  sword  in  hand, 
they  will  do  the  best  for  themselves  if  they  learn  hence- 
forth to  carry  their  hats  where  hitherto  they  have 
carried  their  weapons. 

Leave  punishment  to  the  law.  After  the  world  has 
won  the  great  victory,  forced  the  criminals  to  restore 
all  their  booty,  make  restitution  to  their  victims,  throw 
away  their  weapons  of  brigandage  and  bullyism  and 
give  hostage  to  future  good  neighbourship;  after  the 
world  has  gone  forward  to  the  new  era,  leaving  the 
carcass  of  the  Thing  behind  it,  to  the  world  it  will 
matter  little  if  the  tribe  choose  for  a  time  to  preserve 
the  serpent's  skin,  stuff  it,  worship  it,  keep  it  on  view 
in  high  places.  That  may  be  an  unpleasant  spectacle, 
but  the  world  can  endure  it,  for  now  it  is  only  a  harm- 
less mummy,  a  relic  of  the  system  that  has  passed. 

The  greatest  punishment  that  could  be  put  upon  the 
German  people  for  their  share  in  the  crime  will  come 
when  they  begin  to  see  themselves  as  they  are  and 
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as  they  have  been  during  these  past  four  years.  Now 
they  fight  on  with  blinded  eyes  for  things  they  will 
look  upon  with  shame  when  their  eyes  see,  as  they  are 
sure  to  see  in  the  calm  light  of  peace. 

Then  the  law  will  show  them  the  way  to  deal  ade- 
quately with  the  Beast  which  betrayed  them — the  re- 
pulsive skin  of  the  Thing  will  disappear  from  the 
sight  of  men. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII 


THE  COVENANT  OF  WORLD  CO-OPERATION 

(A  Suggestion.) 

SUPPOSE  the  United  States  were  at  once  to  ad- 
dress all  nations  with  which  we  are  at  peace  an  in- 
vitation to  enter  a  Covenant  of  Co-operation,  in  sub- 
stance as  follows: 

The  United  States  is  ready  to  act,  immediately  and 
permanently,  with  other  nations  in  a  Society  of 
Nations  existing  as  a  trusteeship  of  the  welfare 
and  progress  of  society ; 

The  simple  purpose  being  the  creation  of  the  world 
community  as  an  organism  functioning  for  the 
maintenance  of  order,  justice,  security,  peace; 

The  domestic  sovereignty  of  member-nations  to  be 
unimpaired,  freedom  and  independence  of  action 
in  all  normal  contacts  between  members  left  pre- 
cisely as  now  under  the  rules  of  international 
law; 

Except  when  such  contacts  depart  from  the  normal  and 
threaten  breach  of  the  peace,  international  dis- 
order, flagrant  injustice  that  may  produce  dis- 
order and  common  danger,  then  they  become  of 
the  utmost  world  concern,  the  principle  of  subor- 
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dination  of  the  unit  to  the  general  welfare  super- 
venes and  becomes  supreme,  and  in  such  cases 
and  no  other  the  Society  of  Nations  is  to  act. 

The  Society  shall,  now  and  hereafter,  in  all  emergen- 
cies requiring  its  interposition,  and  in  adaptation 
to  the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case,  em- 
ploy all  the  instrumentalities  of  restraint  and  con- 
trol which  organic  law  interpreted  by  the  public 
opinion  of  the  world  gives  it  as  the  authoritative 
and  responsible  agency  of  a  self-protecting  and 
self-preserving  Civilisation — 

Withdrawal  of  community  privileges  and  intercourse, 
in  part  or  whole,  from  nations  which  violate  the 
established  standards  of  conduct; 

Denial  of  the  use  of  the  common  highways  of  the  seas, 
in  part  or  whole ; 

Such  withholding  of  community  privileges  and  op- 
portunities to  continue  for  preventive  purpose 
through  periods  of  probation  extending,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  beyond  cessation  of  the  of- 
fence, the  governing  principle  being  that  the 
greater  the  injury  to  world  society  the  longer  the 
probationary  period,  and  in  case  of  wanton  and 
persistent  offence  may  be  made  cumulative  in 
time  or  scope; 

Physical  force  as  a  police  power  for  restraint  and 
discipline  whenever  necessary. 

It  being  now  obvious  that  universal  Disarmament, 
simultaneous  and  obligatory,  is  indispensable  to 
destruction  of  the  old  system  of  organised  inter- 
national antagonisms  and  the  establishment  of 
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this  new  system  of  organised  co-operation,  to  end 
armed  aggression  as  final  arbiter  in  world  con~ 
tacts  and  install  the  right  of  non-association  in  its 
place,  it  is  proposed  that  all  member-nations  de- 
clare their  adherence  to  this  principle  and  their 
support  of  an  international  disarmament  commis- 
sion with  free  access  to  all  sources  of  informa- 
tion concerning  the  good  faith  with  which  the 
commission's  stipulations  are  observed  by  any  and 
every  unit  member. 
It  being  also  obvious  that  during  the  period  of 
transition  from  the  old  order  to  the  new,  control 
of  the  seas  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Society, 
giving  free  use  of  the  seas  to  all  who  sail  them  in 
lawful  and  peaceful  enterprise,  and  to  none  other, 
it  is  proposed  that  members  pledge  themselves  to 
this  principle  and  covenant  to  hold  their  naval 
forces  in  readiness  for  coordinated  action  under 
the  general  direction  of  the  Society  should 
emergency  call  for  their  use. 
The  United  States  invites  the  adherence  of  all  nations 
in  such  a  Covenant  of  Cooperation,  to  establish 
and  exercise  such  rights  and  powers  for  the  pur- 
poses named,  leaving  questions  of  form,  pro- 
cedure and  method  to  future  experience ;  and  sug- 
gests that  nations  adhering  elect  which  of  these 
two  classes  they  wish  to  enter: 

a — Nations  which,  like  the  proponent,  covenant 
their  full  cooperation,  immediately  and 
permanently — in  means  to  end  the  pres- 
ent revolt  against  world  society  as  well  as 
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in  means  to  avert  such  revolts  hereafter; 
b — Nations  ready  to  covenant  full  support  of 
all  measures  of  the  Society  excepting  such 
as  may  be  designed  to  end  the  present  war, 
wherein  for  local  or  other  reasons  they 
are  constrained  to  neutrality. 


/ 


CHAPTER  XXXVIII 

THE  WORLD'S  CONDITIONS  OF  PEACE 

(A  Suggestion.) 

THE  Central  Powers  to  formally  pledge : 

Adherence  to  the  principle  of  a  Society  of  Nations; 
community  control  of  intercourse,  privileges, 
highways  and  opportunities  its  sanction  or  chief 
power  of  restraint  and  regulation;  every  nation 
thus  giving  its  economic  life  and  prosperity  in 
hostage  to  conformance  and  good  faith — a 
hostage  which  the  Society  may  at  any  moment 
declare  forfeit  in  penalty  for  any  act  of  wanton 
aggression  or  injustice. 

Adherence  to  the  principle  of  universal,  obligatory, 
controlled  disarmament,  with  forfeiture  of 
hostage  the  covenanted  penalty  of  bad  faith  or 
non-compliance. 

Adherence  to  the  principle  of  elective,  assisted,  non- 
selfish,  humanitarian  repatriation  of  denational- 
ised peoples,  under  the  control  of  the  Society  of 
Nations,  in  Alsace-Lorraine,  Trentino,  Istria, 
Bohemia,  the  Balkans,  Transylvania,  elsewhere  as 
determined  by  the  Society;  the  prime  aim  being 
to  get  people  under  a  political  jurisdiction  of  their 
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choice,  not  to  transfer  territory  from  nation  to 
nation;  to  be  effected  through  Commissions  ap- 
pointed by  the  Society,  ascertaining  in  detail, 
family  by  family,  what  the  choice  is  and  carrying 
it  out  as  far  as  practicable ;  giving  repatriation  to 
the  largest  possible  number  with  the  smallest  pos- 
sible hardship  and  disturbance;  frontiers  being 
moved  as  found  best  to  meet  these  requirements, 
the  people  financially  assisted  when  necessary  to 
cross  frontiers  by  means  of  sales,  purchases  or 
exchanges  of  properties;  the  major  considera- 
tion being  the  contentment  of  the  peoples,  the 
minor  consideration  the  desire  of  nations  to  ac- 
quire or  hold  territory  through  avarice  or  senti- 
ment. 

The  Central  Powers  to  formally  pledge : 

Restitution  in  Belgium,  France,  Serbia,  Poland, 
Roumania  ; 

Cooperation  in  creation  of  independent  Polish,  Ar- 
menian, Czecho-Slovak  states; 

Internationalisation  forever  of  the  Turkish  straits; 

Details  and  executions  of  these  processes,  and  of 
others  of  like  nature  which  the  Society  may  order, 
to  be  in  charge  of  Commissions  named  by  the 
Society,  and  forfeiture  of  hostage  to  follow  any 
refusal  of  the  Central  Powers  to  cede  territory, 
make  restorations  or  pay  indemnifications  pre- 
scribed by  such  Commissions; 

On  all  such  international  commissions  the  Central 
Powers  to  have  minority  representation  after 
their  admission  to  the  Society. 
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Like  Commissions  to  determine  the  future  of  former 
German  colonies  and  other  militarily  occupied  ter- 
ritory outside  Europe,  the  dominant  considera- 
tion being  the  future  social,  economic  and  political 
progress  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  Central  Powers  to  renounce  the  treaty  of  Brest- 
Litovsk  and  accept  the  principle  of  temporary 
guardianship  over  Russia  by  the  Society  of  Na- 
tions with  power  to  punish  aggression  upon  its 
wards  by  withdrawal  of  international  privileges 
from  offenders. 
Following  the  foregoing  formal  pledges — 

Immediate  evacuation  and  complete  surrender  by 
all  belligerents  of  all  alien  territory  in  Europe 
occupied  during  the  war,  the  armies  of  opponents 
having  right  to  follow  to  frontiers  without  act 
of  war,  unless  attacked; 

No  further  hostilities  on  land  or  sea  during  this 
period  of  evacuation  and  readjustment; 

No  changes  of  existing  blockades  or  embargoes, 
each  side  pledging  abstention  from  efforts  to 
break  blockades  which  might  provoke  repression 
with  force; 

The  submarine  to  be  outlawed,  and  the  Central 
Powers  to  have  right  to  augment  their  naval 
forces  only  with  the  consent  of  the  Society  of 
Nations. 

After  completion  of  the  surrender  of  all  such  terri- 
tories^— 

The  Central  Powers  to  be  admitted  to  the  Society 
of  Nations; 
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Blockades  and  embargoes  to  be  raised,  all  commerce, 
intercourse  and  use  of  the  seas  to  be  restored, 
subject  to  the  individual  right  of  nations  to  regu- 
late their  domestic  tariffs,  commerce  and  ports. 
There  being  no  pertinence  or  value  in  a  formal  treaty 
of  peace,  negotiations  through  a  council  or  ambassa- 
dors are  unnecessary. 
The  Central  Powers  are  required  to  accept  or  reject 
these  conditions  in  total.    All  other  or  later  ques- 
tions arising  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Society. 

THE  WORLD'S  ALTERNATIVE 

If  these  conditions  be  not  accepted  on  or  before 

  191 9,  the  Society  of  Nations  will 

then  use  its  rightful  powers  in  such  manner  as  may 
then  seem  appropriate — 

By  interposing  between  the  evacuation  of  territory 
and  the  admission  of  the  Central  Powers  to  the  Society 
of  Nations  with  accompanying  restoration  to  world 
intercourse  and  trade  a  probationary  period  of  one 
year  for  every  month  of  further  resistance  and  delay, 
or  in  such  other  manner  as  the  Society  may  determine. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX 


PRESIDENT  WILSON  AND  LLOYD  GEORGE  ON  THE  ROAD 

FORWARD 

IT  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  these  memorable  days, 
it  violates  no  confidence,  can  do  no  harm  to  add  that 
the  essential  elements  of  the  Programme  of  Peace, 
Power  and  Progress  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  chap- 
ters were  presented  to  the  associated  governments  in 
the  midsummer  of  191 7  and  discussed  at  length  with 
some  of  their  highest  officers. 

President  Wilson,  with  calculated  reserve  and  in 
characteristic  phrasing,  wrote  into  his  addresses  to 
Congress  of  December,  191 7,  and  January  and  Feb- 
ruary, 1918,  a  rough  sketch  of  the  road  to  the  New 
World  now  more  fully  described  in  these  pages.  In 
December  the  President  said — certain  passages  being 
here  italicised: 

"The  German  power,  a  thing  without  conscience  or 
honour  or  capacity  for  covenanted  peace,  must  be 
crushed,  and  if  it  be  not  utterly  brought  to  an  end,  at 
least  shut  out  from  the  friendly  intercourse  of  the 
nations." 

"The  worst  that  can  happen  to  the  detriment  of  the 
German  people  is  this,  that  if  they  should,  after  the 
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war  is  over,  continue  to  live  under  ambitious  and  in- 
triguing masters  interested  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
world,  men  or  classes  of  men  the  other  peoples  of  the 
world  could  not  trust,  it  might  be  impossible  to  admit 
them  to  the  partnership  of  nations  which  must  hence- 
forth guarantee  the  world's  peace." 

"It  might  be  impossible,  also,  in  such  untoward  cir- 
cumstances, to  admit  Germany  to  the  free  economic 
intercourse  which  must  inevitably  spring  out  of  the 
other  partnerships  of  a  real  peace." 

A  month  later  the  President  went  further: 

"Absolute  freedom  of  navigation  upon  the  seas, 
.  .  .  except  as  the  seas  may  be  closed  in  whole  or 
in  part  by  international  action  for  the  enforcement  of 
international  covenants." 

"An  equality  of  trade  conditions  among  all  the  na- 
tions consenting  to  the  peace  and  associating  them- 
selves for  its  maintenance." 

"Adequate  guarantees,  given  and  taken,  that  na- 
tional armaments  will  reduce  to  the  lowest  point  con- 
sistent with  domestic  safety." 

"We  do  not  wish  to  fight  her  (Germany)  either  with 
arms  or  with  hostile  arrangements  of  trade,  if  she  is 
willing  to  associate  herself  with  us  and  the  other  peace- 
loving  nations  of  the  world  in  a  covenant  of  justice 
and  law  and  fair  dealing.  W e  wish  her  only  to  accept 
a  place  of  equality  among  the  peoples  of  the  world — 
the  new  zvorld  in  which  we  now  live — instead  of  a  place 
of  mastery." 

In  February  the  President  made  ominous  applica- 
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tion  of  the  foregoing  principles  to  the  details  of  the 
peace  discussions : 

"He  (the  German  Chancellor)  agrees  that  the  seas 
should  be  free,  but  looks  askance  at  any  limitation  of 
that  freedom  by  international  action  in  the  interest  of 
the  common  order.  He  would  without  reserve  be  glad 
to  see  economic  barriers  removed  between  nation  and 
nation,  for  that  could  in  no  way  impede  the  ambitions 
of  the  military  party." 

"If  territorial  settlements  are  to  be  determined  by 
the  powerful  Governments  which  consider  themselves 
most  directly  affected,  why  may  not  economic  ques- 
tions also? 

"Justice  and  the  rights  of  peoples  affect  the  whole 
field  of  international  dealing  as  much  as  access  to  raw 
materials  and  fair  and  equal  conditions  of  trade." 

"Count  von  Hertling  wants  the  essential  bases  of 
commercial  and  industrial  life  to  be  safeguarded  by 
common  agreement  and  guarantee,  but  he  cannot  ex- 
pect that  to  be  conceded  to  him  if  the  other  matters 
are  not  handled  in  the  same  way." 

Speaking  for  America,  the  President  significantly 
added : 

"We  are  indomitable  in  our  power  of  independent 
action,  and  can  in  no  circumstances  consent  to  live  in  a 
world  governed  by  intrigue  and  force.  Having  set  our 
hands  to  the  task  of  achieving  it  (a  New  World)  we 
shall  not  turn  back." 

Lloyd  George,  some  months  later,  in  an  address  to 
the  chief  manufacturers  of  Great  Britain,  who  sought 
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a  declaration  of  the  government's  economic  policy 
after  the  war,  said : 

"It  is  vitally  important  that  the  policy  of  America 
and  the  policy  of  this  country  be  in  complete  agree- 
ment on  economic  problems  as  well  as  on  other  prob- 
lems. All  I  am  permitted  to  say  at  the  present 
moment  is  that  I  am  very  hopeful,  because  agreement 
among  the  Allies  on  these  great  problems  means  that 
the  economic  fate  of  the  world  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  great  Allied  powers  who  at  present  are  federated 
together. 

"The  longer  the  war  lasts  the  sterner  must  be  the 
economic  terms  we  impose  upon  the  foe.  And  I  think 
the  sooner  he  realises  that  the  better.  If  he  goes  on 
fighting,  imposing  greater  burdens  upon  us,  destroying 
our  young  manhood,  and  guilty  also  of  outrages  which 
shock  humanity  and  which  will  make  it  difficult  to 
shake  hands  with  him  when  the  war  is  over,  the 
sterner  will  be  the  terms  that  will  be  imposed  upon 
him." 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  in  June,  1918,  Brigadier- 
General  Croft  asked  this  question : 

"Have  the  Allies  agreed  to  exclude  German  ships 
and  German  goods  from  Allied  ports  and  territories 
for  progressive  periods  after  the  war,  the  longer  the 
Central  Powers  refuse  to  accept  the  Allies'  peace 
terms?    Have  the  Allies  agreed  to  restrict  similarly 
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and  progressively  the  export  of  raw  materials  to 
Germany  ?" 

Andrew  Bonar  Law  replied  for  the  Government: 

"The  Government  is  constantly  communicating  with 
its  Allies,  including  the  United  States,  in  regard  to 
this  question,  which  is  a  very  complicated  one.  Even 
if  anything  has  been  decided,  which  is  not  the  case, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  make  a  statement  now." 

Significantly,  in  the  same  month,  President  Achelis, 
of  the  Bremen  (Germany)  Import  Association,  wrote 
as  follows  to  the  Norddeutsche  Allgemeine  Zeitung: 

"It  would  be  wrong  to  believe  that  we  can  find  a 
substitute  for  our  former  world  .economic  position  in 
the  form  of  a  close  union  with  the  countries  situated 
east  and  southeast  of  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary. 
It  is  just  as  erroneous  to  suppose  that  we  shall  protect 
ourselves  against  an  economic  war  by  establishing  a 
large  number  of  monopolistic  military  organisations. 
We  must  therefore  endeavour  to  induce  our  opponents 
to  abandon  their  eventual  plans  for  an  economic  war. 
Let  our  watchword  be:  'Overcome  the  economic  war 
by  the  peace  terms.'  " 


